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12 January 2021

ARIF MOHAMMED KHAN
GOVERNOR OF KERALA

RAJ BHAVAN
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695 099

MESSAGE

I am very happy to know that the Kerala Legislature Secretariat is
publishing the 09th issue of ‘Samajikan;, the House Journal of Kerala
Legislature.

It is commendable that this edition of ‘Samajikan’ includes the articles
penned by the Members of the 14th Kerala Legislative Assembly,

Members of Parliament, former MPs and former MLAs etc.

I compliment everyone behind this endeavour and wish the
publication all success.

ﬁ-ﬂuj‘:/‘

(Arif Mohammed Khan)
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My warm felicitations
to my esteemed
friend Shri Jairam
Ramesh, with whom
| had the privilege
to be in Parliament,
for bringing out an
outstanding work
on two eminent
personalities of our
country.

INTERTWINED LIVES -

P.N. HAKSAR AND INDIRA GANDHI
BY JAIRAM RAMESH

P.N. HAKSAR

AND INDIRA GANDHI

18 LS  oanEaiel 2021




THE POWER
BEHIND BANK

ATIONALISATION

or to speak. Some thing's are too deep for

words...during a period which has spanned
so many crises you have stood like a rock. Your
wise guidance has been invaluable in helping us to
negotiate the obstacles and steer clear of the many
pitfalls endangering our onward journey, and even
our survival. There is perhaps no dearth of worthy,
intelligent, even sincere or conscientious persons.
But the need is for something over and above that -
as you yourself are well aware. These qualities can
be useful only if they are combined with a depth of
judgement which is based on long experience of men,
especially in government, and affairs of India as well
as the world; on an insight into trends and forces...
your retirement will greatly diminish the efficacy of
the PM's secretariat and will be a great loss to me...

' | Dear Haksar Saheb, | have hesitated to write

Thus goes the letter wirtten by Smt. Indira Gandhi,
the Prime Minister to Shri P.N. Haksar, her Principal
Private Secretary, on his demitting office in rather
unhappy circumstances. The letter, in an apologetic
tone, coming from a person like Smt. Gandhi, tells
what kind of a personality was the addressee and
also the kind of role played by him while in office.

The full text of the letter is given on the dust
jacket of the biography on late Shri P.N. Haksar and
his association with Smt. Indira Gandhi, written by
Shri Jairam Ramesh MP, former Union Minister and
Congress leader. It shows the high esteem she had
of Mr. Haksar and the pivotal role played by him as
her secretary in running the affairs of the government
and even of the Congress party on many critical
times.

Parameswar Narain Haksar, was born in

Gujranwala, now part of Pakistan's Punjab, in a
Kashmiri Pandit family. His father, Jagdish Narain
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Haksar was in the judicial service and so Haksar
spent his childhood in various places and it was while
stationed in Nagpur in 1921, at the age 8, he first

saw Indira Gandhi, his mother lavishing attention on
her and telling him that the child was the daughter

of Kamala, Jawaharlal Nehru's wife. His recollection

of that first meeting is like this - I have few other
recollections of that child except that her eyes
seemed to get bigger and bigger the more my mother
fussed over her'.

As a child he studied Sanksrit, Urdu and Hindi
and had passing knowledge in Persian as well.
After schooling he joined Allahabad University for
the Bachelor of Science degree course and passed
out only in third division and later enrolled for MSc
in mathematics and then moved on to London to
join University College, London for the MSc course
in Anthropology. He also studied at the London
School of Economics, and appeared for the ICS exam
but did not qualify. Later he took his law degree
and spent eight years in London being part of V.K.
Krishna Menon's India L.eague bandwagon and also
being associated with the left students' movement,
being attached with the world students association,
a Communist front organization. In London, he got
associated with the leading lights of post independent
India, V.K. Krishna Menon, Feroz Gandhi, Indira Nehru,
Jyoti Basu, Bhupesh Gupta, Indrajit Gupta, Parvathi
Kumaramangalam, N.K. Krishnan, Nikhil Chakravarthy
and also people like Mulk Raj Anand who described
Haksar as 'Student Molotov', meaning the kind of
studious man who loves books above other things, as
Molotov Is said to do.

Haksar returned to India in 1942 and was active
in Nagpur as a member of the Communist Party of
Inda, and later became its District Secretary. But
by mid 1943 he left for Allahabad to take up legal
practice. It seems that as a young man he took
to communism, he later on confessed to his close
friends his objection to ‘the Indian communists
mechanically obeying Comintern dictat without any
possibility of civilized debate and discussion’. But
there was always a lingering doubt in the minds of
many like me, that whether people like Haksar was
part of the 'Kumaramangalam Thesis' strategy of the
CPI to infiltrate the Congress Party and take over the
reins of power through the back door, as a straight
electoral victory for the communist movement in India
was not possible in the near future.

Later on, he was inducted into the Foreign Service
at the initiative of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. He
served In London, Geneva, Korea, Nigeria and Austria

for 18 years and while in Delhi, he closely worked
with Prime Minister Nehru. During his stint in London,
Indira Gandhi wanted him to be the local guardian

of her sons, Rajeev and Sanjay, who were studying
there. He was close to the Nehru-Gandhi family and
probably that close family ties and his reputation

as an intelligent and able administrator, which made
Indira Gandhi to pluck him out of the Foreign Service
and appoint him as her Private Secretary when she
became Prime Minister of the country years later.

From 1967 to 1972 as the Secretary in charge
of the PMO, he was part of, in fact was prime
mover of all the momentous decisions taken by
Smt. Gandhi which hoisted her to the centre stage
of Indian political life. To quote the author, ‘Haksar
was her ideological anchor and moral compass in
this momentous period'. He played a pivotal role
in her much-heralded achievements, including the
nationalization of banks, abolition of privy purses
and princely privileges, the Indo-Soviet Treaty, the
creation of Bangladesh, rapprochement with Sheikh
Abdullah, the Simla and New Delhi Agreements
with Pakistan, the emergence of the country as an
agricultural, space and nuclear power and later the
integration of Sikkim with India. Later on he became
the Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission.
There was no area of administration where he did
not leave his distinct foot print. He always committed
his ideas, comments, advice and counsel to writing,
and gave the Prime Minister dispassionate options
to decide on important matters of state. Though a
Marxist by belief, he was a very pragmatic man when
it came to the vital interest of the country. He was
a champion of the public sector, but was against the
public sector turning out to be a drain on the public
exchequer, expressing his disappointment in an essay
'Public Sector: Hope or Despair'.

When Indira Gandhi became Prime Minister, she
was very much unsure of herself and the powerful
‘Syndicate' led by Shri K.Kamaraj was watching
over her shoulders in all matters of policy and
administration. She also didn't have much hold over
the congress party, which made her hesistant and
ambivalent in taking major decisions. Haksar almost
chaperoned with her in the initial years and gave her
the necessary intellectual and administrative inputs
and managed the vast administrative machinery for
her. He even drafted the congress party resolutions
on crucial policy issues and gave her precise
guidelines on what to say and how to manage her
senior cabinet colleagues. After the Congress Party
split and Bangladesh war, she became on her own
and became the undisputed leader of the party and
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the nation, and was hailed as 'Durga’ by the opposition
leader Shri A.B. Vajpayee.

Haksar was a man having the courage of his
convictions. He was against the Maruti small car
project of Sanjay Gandhi, and he told this to Mrs.
Gandhi without mincing words. He considered the
project an extravaganza the country can't afford at
that point of time, and instead recommended the
production of two wheelers for mass transport.

He also expressed his disagreement in the Prime
Minister's son involving himself in such a big project
without enough financial means, that too staying at
the PM's House. The estrangement began here, and
it was very pithily put by Shri Sharada Prasad, another
important aid of Mrs. Gandhi - ...there was growing
friction between the sovereign and chamberiain over
the doings of the prince’,

Sanjay Gandhi never forgave Haksar for his
opposition to the Maruti Project and during the
emergency got the police to raid, 'Pandit Brothers',
the shop of Haksar's Uncle and Brother-in-law, and
they were handcuffed and paraded to the police
station, obviously to humiliate Haksar, but he refused
to intervene, saying ‘They want to bend me, | would
rather brake'.

This is the story of an extraordinary man: wise,
erudite, visionary, a model civil servant, diplomat par
excellence and someone who was well versed in the
diversities and intricacies of Indian public life; an aide
or help anyone in office would like to have by his
or her side. That sentiment was amply expressed
by Smt. Gandhi in her letter to him quoted at the
beginning. In the end, was Shri P.N. Haksar was sore
at Mrs. Gandhi?. It seems so, as is evident from the
way he reacted to being termed as the ‘conscience
keeper' of her; 'l could not become a 'keeper' of
something which did not exist’. But that was the only
comment he made against Mrs. Gandhi after he left
office, but it was damning enough.

This book is a must read for all in public life, to
students and research scholars on politics, especially
to understand the behind-the-scene happenings
during a very crucial period in our countries history,
and also to understand the working of the top
echelons of the union government.

My warm felicitations to my esteemed friend Shri
Jairam Ramesh, with whom | had the privilege to be in
Parliament, for bringing out an outstanding work on
two eminent personalities of our country.
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