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സമസമനവമര്ത്തകള

കമമകടമർ വമഹനവകുപക്സ്  കസവനമ ഇനപി ഓൺലലനപിൽ 
പുതുവർഷമ മുതൽ സമസമന കമമകടമർ വമഹനവകുപക്സ്  പൂർണമമയമ കടലമസുരഹപിതമ.
വവളപിയമഴ്ചമുതൽ  വകുപപിനക്സ്  കദഴപിവല  എലമ  ഓഫദസുമ  ഇ-ഓഫദസക്സ്
സമവപിധമനത്തപിലമകുമ പ്രവർത്തപിക്കുക. സുതമരധമമയമ കവഗത്തപിലമ വപമതുജനങ്ങൾകക്സ്
കസവനങ്ങൾ  ലഭധമമകമനമണപിതക്സ് .  നപികുതപി  ഒടുകൽ,  വമഹനങ്ങളുവട  വപർമപിറക്സ്
ലഭധമമകൽ,  ലലസൻസക്സ്  സമബന്ധമമയ  എലമ  കസവനങ്ങളുമ  (ലഡ്രൈവപിങക്സ്  വടസക്സ്
ഒഴപിവക)  ഓഫദസക്സ്  സന്ദർശപികമവതതവന്നെ  ലഭധമമകുമ.  രജപികസ്ട്രേഷൻ  സർടപിഫപികറക്സ്,
ലഡ്രൈവപിങക്സ്  ലലസൻസക്സ്  എന്നെപിവ  അതതക്സ്  ഓഫദസുകളപിൽ  പ്രപിനക്സ്  വചയക്സ്  ലമമപികനറക്സ്
വചയക്സ്  തപമൽ  വഴപി  അയക്കുന്നെതുമ  ഒഴപിവമകപി.  ഇവയവട  കകനദകൃത  അച്ചടപിയമ
വപിതരണവമ സർകമർ സമപനമമയ വകബപിപപിഎസക്സ്  നപിർവഹപിക്കുമ. കമമകടമർ വമഹന
വകുപപിവന  എൻകഫമഴക്സ്വമനക്സ്  വപിഭമഗമ  ഇലകപികക്സ്  വമഹനങ്ങൾ  ഉപകയമഗപികമ-
വനമരുങ്ങുന.  അവനർടക്സ്  മുകഖേന  കരമർ  അടപിസമനത്തപിലമണക്സ്  വമഹനങ്ങൾ
ലഭധമമകപിയതക്സ് .  ഇനധയപിലമദധമമണക്സ്  ഒരു എൻകഫമഴക്സ്വമനക്സ്  വപിഭമഗമ  ഇ-വമഹനങ്ങൾ
ഉപകയമഗപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ് .  അനരദക്ഷ  മലപിനദകരണമ  കുറയ്ക്കുകയമ  സർകമരപിവന
ഇ-വമമബപിലപിറപി പദ്ധതപി നടപമക്കുകയമമണക്സ്   ലക്ഷധ മ. 

                                                                                            (കദ., 01/01) 

ഒപമുണക്സ്, കകരളമ; കകന കമർഷപിക നപിയമങ്ങൾവകതപിവര ഒറവകടമയപി നപിയമസഭ 
ഡൽഹപിയപിവല  അതപിലശതധത്തപിൽ  35  ദപിവസമമയപി  കർഷകർ  തുടരുന്നെ
ഐതപിഹമസപിക  സമരത്തപിനക്സ്  ഐകധദമർഢധമ  പ്രഖേധമപപിചമ  കകനമ  പമസമകപിയ  3
കൃഷപി  നപിയമങ്ങളുമ  പപിൻവലപികണവമന്നെമവശധവപടമ  സമസമന  നപിയമസഭയവട
ഏകദപിന പ്രകതധക സകമ്മേളനമ ഐകകകണധന പ്രകമയമ പമസമകപി. ബപിവജപപി അമഗമ
ഒ.രമജകഗമപമൽ  പ്രകമയത്തപിവനതപിവര  പ്രസമഗപിവച്ചങപിലമ  കവമവടടുപപിൽ  എതപിർപ
കരഖേവപടുത്തപിയപില.  അതപിനമൽ,  ബപിവജപപി  അമഗമടകമ  അനുകൂലപിച്ച  പ്രകമയമമകുമ
സമസമനമ കകന സർകമരപിനക്സ് അയച വകമടുക്കുക. 

                                                                                          (മ.മ., 01/01) 

എൽഎൻജപി പ്രതപിദപിന ഉപകയമഗമ ശരമശരപി 45 ലക്ഷമ കക്യുബപികക്സ് മദറർ
മമഗളൂരുവപിൽ  കൂടപി  പ്രകൃതപിവമതകമ  (എൽഎൻജപി)  ഉപകയമഗപിച  തുടങ്ങപിയകതമവട
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വകമച്ചപി-മമഗളൂരു ലപപക്സ് ലലനപിൽ നപിനള പ്രതപിദപിന ഉപകയമഗമ ശരമശരപി 45 ലക്ഷമ
കക്യുബപികക്സ്  മദററമയപി  ഉയർന.  മമഗളൂരുവപിൽ പ്രതപിദപിനമ  ഉപകയമഗപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്  8  ലക്ഷമ
കക്യുബപികക്സ്  മദറർ  വമതകമ.  5  വർഷത്തപിനുളപിൽ  കകരളത്തപിലമ  മമഗളൂരു  വധവസമയ
കമഖേലയപിലമമയപി  ഉപകയമഗമ  110  ലക്ഷമ  കക്യുബപികക്സ്  മദററമയപി  ഉയരുവമന്നെമണ
വപിലയപിരുത്തൽ.  2013  മുതൽ  വകമച്ചപി  വധവസമയ  കമഖേലയപിൽ  ലഭധമമയ  വമതകമ
ഉപകയമഗപിക്കുന്നെതപിൽ  ബപിപപിസപിഎൽ  വകമച്ചപി  റപിലഫനറപിയമ  ഫമക്ടുമമണ  മുന്നെപിൽ.
കകമടപികളുവട സമമ്പത്തപിക ലമഭമമണക്സ് ഇരു സമപനങ്ങൾക്കുമ എൽഎൻജപി ഉപകയമഗമ
കനടപിവകമടുത്തതക്സ്.  വമതകമ  24  മണപിക്കൂറമ  ലഭധമമയതപിനമൽ  ഫമകപിവന
സമബന്ധപിച്ചപിടകത്തമളമ തടസമപിലമവത വളമ ഉൽപമദനമ നടത്തമനമയപി.  ഫലമ: 20-25%
ഉൽപമദന വർധന. പരപിസപിതപി സകഹൃദ ഇന്ധനമമയതപിൽ കമർബൺ പുറനളൽ 20
ശതമമനത്തപികലവറ കുറയമനമയതു മവറമരു കനടമ.

                                                                         ( മ.മ., 02/01)

സക്സ് കൂളുകളപികലകക്സ് 83000 ലപിറര് സമനപിലറസര് വകഎസക്സ് ഡപിപപി നല്കുമ
കകമവപിഡക്സ്  പ്രതപികരമധ  മമനദണ്ഡങ്ങള  പമലപിച്ചക്സ്  സക്സ് കൂളുകള  തുറക്കുകമ്പമള  സുരക്ഷ
ഒരുകമന് 83000 ലപിറര് സമനപിലറസര് വപമതുകമഖേലമ വധവസമയ സമപനമ കകരളമ
കസറക്സ് ഡ്രൈഗ്സക്സ് ആനക്സ് ഫമര്മസന്യൂടപികല്സക്സ് (വകഎസ്ഡപിപപി) നല്കുമ. തപിരുവനനപുരമ
മുതല്  കമസര്കകമടക്സ്  വവരയള  4402  സര്കമര്-എയപിഡഡക്സ്  സക്സ് കൂളുകളപികലകമണക്സ്
സമനപിലറസര്  വപിതരണമ.  വപമതുവപിദധമഭധമസ  വകുപപില്നപിന്നെക്സ്  ലഭപിച്ച  ഓര്ഡര്
പ്രകമരമമണക്സ് സമനപിലറസര് നല്കുന്നെതക്സ്. ആലപഴ, തപിരുവനനപുരമ, കകമടയമ, തൃശൂര്,
വയനമടക്സ് ജപിലകളപില് വപിതരണമ തുടങ്ങപി. കമസര്കകമടക്സ്, കകമഴപികകമടക്സ്, കണ്ണൂര്, വകമലമ,
പത്തനമതപിട ജപിലകളപില് വപിതരണമ തപിങളമഴക്സ് ച തുടങ്ങുമ. വകമവപിഡക്സ് പശമത്തലത്തപില്
സര്കമര്  നപിര്കദശവത്ത  തുടര്ന്നെമണക്സ്  വകഎസ്ഡപിപപി  സമനപിലറസര്  നപിര്മ്മേമണമ
തുടങ്ങപിയതക്സ്.  കലമകമകരമഗധ  സമഘടനയവട  മമനദണ്ഡങ്ങളകക്സ്  അനുസരപിച്ചക്സ്
കുറഞ്ഞവപിലയപിലമണക്സ് വകഎസ്ഡപിപപി സമനപിലറസര് വപിപണപിയപിലപിറകപിയതക്സ്. 
                                                                                     ( കദ., 03/01)

കർഷകർകക്സ് ഉയർന്നെ വപൻഷൻ പദ്ധതപി യമഥമർഥധത്തപികലകക്സ്
മണപിൽ  കമലറപപിച  നപിൽകമൻ  കർഷകർക്കു  ലധരധകമകുന്നെ  വപൻഷൻ  പദ്ധതപി
പുതുവർഷത്തപിൽ  യമഥമർഥധമമകുന.  കകരള  കർഷക  കക്ഷമനപിധപി  കബമർഡപിൽ
അമഗ മമകുന്നെതപിനക്സ്  ഓൺലലൻ  എൻകറമൾവമനക്സ്  ഇക  മമസവമമടുവപിൽ  തുടങ്ങുമ.
കൃഷപിഭവനപിലൂവടയമ അക്ഷയ കക നങ്ങളപിലൂവടയമ അകപക്ഷപികമനുമ അവസരമുണമകുമ.
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കൃഷപി,  അനുബന്ധ  കമഖേലകളപിലമയപി  30  ലക്ഷമ  കപർവകങപിലമ  ആനുകൂലധമ
ലഭധമമക്കുകയമണ ലക്ഷധമ.  അമഗതത്വ റജപികസ്ട്രേഷൻ ഫദസക്സ്  100  രൂപ.  അമ ശദമയമമയപി
അടയ്കകണതക്സ് കുറഞ്ഞതക്സ്  100  രൂപ;  ഉയർന്നെ പരപിധപിയപില.  തുലധവപിഹപിതമമയപി  250
രൂപ വവര സർകമർ അടയ്ക്കുമ. 5 വർഷത്തപിൽ കുറയമവത അമശദമയമ അടച്ചവർകക്സ് 60
വയസ്സു  തപികയകമ്പമൾ  അമ ശദമയത്തപിവനയമ  വർഷത്തപിവനയമ  അടപിസമനത്തപിൽ
വപൻഷൻ. 30  ലക്ഷമ കപർ അമഗതത്വവമടുത്തമൽ റജപികസ്ട്രേഷൻ ഫദസമയപി  മമതമ  30
കകമടപി  രൂപ കബമർഡപിവലതമ.  ഇതപിനു പുറകമ  പ്രതപിമമസ അമ ശദമയവമ  സർകമർ
വപിഹപിതവമ മറ്റു പദ്ധതപികളപിൽനപിന ലഭപികമവന്നെ തുകയമ കൂടപി കചർതള കകമർപസക്സ്
ഫണക്സ് ഉപകയമഗപിച്ചമകുമ വപൻഷനുമ മറക്സ് ആനുകൂലധങ്ങളുമ നൽകുന്നെതക്സ്.

 (മ.മ., 03/01)

രണമമഘട വധമപനമ : കകമവപിഡക്സ് സമനതമ പഠനമ നടതമ
കകമവപിഡക്സ്-  രണമമഘട വധമപനത്തപിവന സമധധത കവണത്തമനുമ പ്രതപികരമധ തനമ
ആവപിഷക്സ് കരപിക്കുന്നെതപിനുമമയപി  ആകരമഗധ  വകുപക്സ്  കകമവപിഡക്സ്-  സമനതമ  പഠനമ
നടതന.  സമസമനത്തമകമമനമ  18  വയസപിനക്സ്  മുകളപിലള  12,100  കപരുവട
രക്തസമമ്പപിൾ  എടുത്തക്സ്  പരപികശമധപിക്കുമ.  സമർസക്സ്  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  2  (SARS  COV2)
ആനദകബമഡപി  എതകത്തമളമുണക്സ്  എന്നെക്സ്  കവണതകയമണക്സ്  ലക്ഷധമ.  അടുത്തഘട
വധമപന  സമധധത  മനസപിലമകപി  മുവന്നെമരുകമ  നടത്തമനുമ  നയപരമമയ
തദരുമമനവമടുകമനുമ പഠനമ സഹമയപിക്കുവമന്നെക്സ്  ആകരമഗധ മനപി വക.  വക.  ലശലജ
പറഞ.   ആകരമഗധവകുപക്സ്  അഡദഷണൽ  ഡയറകക്സ് ടറവടയമ  തപിരുവനനപുരമ
വമഡപികൽ  കകമകളജപിവല  പപിഇഐഡപി  വസൽ  കനമഡൽ  ഓഫദസറവടയമ
കമൽകനമടത്തപിലമണക്സ്  പഠനമ.  ജപിലമ  തലത്തപിൽ ജപിലമ  സർലവയക്സ് ലൻസക്സ്  ഓഫദസർ
പ്രവർത്തനമ ഏകകമപപിപപിക്കുമ.  തമലൂകമശുപതപികളപിൽ സൂപ്രണക്സ്  കനതൃതത്വമ  നൽകുമ.
ജപിലമ സർലവയക്സ് ലൻസക്സ് ഓഫദസർ അഞക്സ്  വദതമ തകദ്ദേശസമപനങ്ങവളയമ വപമലദസക്സ്
കസഷനുകവളയമ  പഠനത്തപിനമയപി  വതരവഞ്ഞടുക്കുമ.  ഗമമ,  നഗര  കമഖേലയപിൽനപിന്നെക്സ്
സമമ്പപിൾ  കശഖേരപിക്കുമ.  കശഖേരണത്തപിനുമുമ്പക്സ്  ആളുകളുവട  സമ്മേതപതമ  വമങ്ങുമ.
അയമയപിരകത്തമളമ  രക്ത  സമമ്പപിൾ  ലമബുകളപിൽനപിനമ  രക്ത  ബമങ്കുകളപിൽനപിനമ
കശഖേരപിച്ചക്സ് പഠന വപികധയമമക്കുമ. 
                                                                                    ( കദ., 04/01)

വമമലബൽ എടപിഎമ്മുമമയപി കകരള ബമങക്സ് 
പണമ പപിൻവലപികമൻ ഇനപി ബമങ്കുമ എടപിഎമ കകണറമ കതടപി നടകകണ.  എടപിഎമ
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കകണറമമയപി ബമങക്സ്  വദടമുറകത്ത കക്സ്. പണമ പപിൻവലപികലടകമുള സകകരധങ്ങളുമമയപി
കകരള ബമങമണക്സ്  വമമലബൽ എടപിഎമ കസവനമ സമസമനത്തക്സ്  വധമപപിപപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ് .
ഇതപിനമയള വമഹനങ്ങൾ നബമർഡപിവന സഹമയകത്തമവട വമങ്ങപികഴപിഞ. റപിസർവക്സ് 
ബമങപിവന അനുമതപി കപിടപിയമലടൻ കസവനമമരമഭപികമനമണക്സ്  ലക്ഷധ മ.  കകമഴപികകമടക്സ് ,
കണ്ണൂർ,  വയനമടക്സ് ,  എറണമകുളമ,  പമലകമടക്സ് ,  ഇടുകപി  എന്നെദ  ജപിലകളപിൽ  കകരള
ബമങപിവന  വമമലബൽ  എടപിഎമ  കകണറകൾ  നപിലവപിലണക്സ് .  ഇതക്സ്  സമസമന
വധമപകമമയപി  നടപമക്കുമ.  ഗമമദണ  കമഖേലകൾ  കകനദകരപിച്ചമകുമ  വമമലബൽ
എടപിഎമ്മുകളുവട  സഞമരമ.  കകരള  ബമങപിവന  ഏവതങപിലവമമരു  ശമഖേയമമയപി
ബന്ധപിപപിച്ചമകുമ പ്രവർത്തനമ. ഓകരമ കമഖേലയപിലമ എലമ ദപിവസവമ നപിശക്സ് ചപിതസമയമ
എടപിഎമ  വമഹനവമതമ.  റൂടക്സ്  മുൻകൂടപി  അറപിയപിക്കുന്നെതപിനമൽ  ആളുകൾകക്സ് 
പണമപിടപമടുകൾ  നടത്തമൻ  എളുപമമകുമ.  രണമമഘടത്തപിൽ  അകകണക്സ് 
തുറകമനുൾവപവട  സകകരധവമുണമകുവമന്നെമണക്സ്  പ്രതദക്ഷ .  ഏതക്സ്  ബമങപിവന എടപിഎമ
കമർഡുപകയമഗപിചമ പണമ പപിൻവലപികമനമകുമ.
                                                                                    ( കദ., 04/01)

സമസമനത്തക്സ് രണപിടത്തക്സ്  പക്ഷപിപനപി സപിരദകരപിച ; പ്രതപികരമധപ്രവർത്തനങ്ങൾ
ഊർജപിതമ
സമസമനത്തക്സ് പക്ഷപിപനപി സപിരദകരപിച്ചതമയപി മനപി വക. രമജ. ആലപഴയപിവല കുടനമടൻ
കമഖേലയപിലമ  കകമടയത്തക്സ്  നദണ്ടൂരുമമണക്സ്  എച്ചക്സ് -5  എൻ 8  എന്നെ  ലവറസക്സ്  കരമഗമ
സപിരദകരപിച്ചതക്സ്.  ഈ  പ്രകദശങ്ങളപിൽ  തമറമവകൾ  കൂടകത്തമവട  ചത്തതപിവനതടർന്നെമണക്സ്  
കഭമപമൽ ലമബപികലകക്സ് സമമ്പപിൾ അയച്ചക്സ് പരപികശമധന നടത്തപിയതക്സ്.  എടക്സ് സമമ്പപിളുകളപിൽ
അഞക്സ്  എണത്തപിൽ  കരമഗമ  സപിരദകരപിച.  ലവറസപിനുണമകുന്നെ  ജനപിതകവധതപിയമനമ
അനുസരപിച്ചക്സ്  മനുഷധരപികലകക്സ്  പകരമൻ  സമധധതയവണങപിലമ  ഇതുവവര  പകർന്നെപിടപില.
ആശങകവവണന്നെക്സ്  മനപി  പറഞ.  കരമഗമ  സപിരദകരപിച്ച  ആലപഴ,  കകമടയമ  ജപിലകളപിൽ
കലകർമമരുവട കനതൃതത്വത്തപിൽ കരമഗ പ്രതപികരമധ പ്രവർത്തനങ്ങൾ ഊർജപിതമമക്കുമ. കരമഗമ
സപിരദകരപിച്ച  കമഖേലയക്സ്  ഒരു  കപികലമമദറർ  പരപിധപിയപിൽ  വരുന്നെ  എലമ  പക്ഷപികവളയമ
വകമവന്നെമടുകമനമണക്സ്  തദരുമമനമ.  മുഴുവൻ  തമറമവകവളയമ  വകമന്നെക്സ്  കത്തപിക്കുന്നെ  നടപടപി
വചമവമഴക്സ് ച ആരമഭപിക്കുമ.  ഏകകദശമ 48,000  ഓളമ പക്ഷപികവള ഇത്തരത്തപിൽ വകമകലണപി
വരുമ.  കഴപിഞ്ഞ  വർഷമ  കകമഴപികകമടുമ  മലപറതമ  പക്ഷപിപനപി  സപിരദകരപിച്ചപിരുന.
സമമനരദതപിയപിൽ പ്രകദശവത്ത പക്ഷപികവള നശപിപപിച്ചമണക്സ് കരമഗമ പടരുന്നെതക്സ് തടഞ്ഞതക്സ്.
                                                                                     ( കദ., 05/01)

ജനുവരപി 2021___________________________  നന്യൂസക്സ് ലഡജസക്സ്  ___________________ 4



_____________________________________________________കകരള നന്യൂസക്സ്

അധധയനമ  ആരമഭപിച;  അവസമന  വർഷ  ബപിരുദകമരുമ  പപിജപികമരുമ
കകമകളജപിവലത്തപി
സക്സ് കൂളുകൾകക്സ്  പപിന്നെമവല  സമസമനവത്ത  കകമകളജകളപിലമ  സർവകലമശമലമ
കധമമ്പസുകളപിലമ  294  ദപിവസത്തപിനുകശഷമ അധധയനമ ആരമഭപിച.  അവസമന വർഷ
ബപിരുദ  വപിദധമർഥപികളുമ  പപിജപി  വപിദധമർഥപികളുമ  തപിങളമഴക്സ് ച  കകമകളജപിവലത്തപി.
കഴപിഞ്ഞവർഷമ മമർച്ചക്സ് 16 നമണക്സ് കമസക്സ്  നപിർത്തപിവച്ചതക്സ്. പകുതപി വപിദധമർഥപികവള മമതമ
ഉൾവപടുത്തപി,  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  മമനദണ്ഡപ്രകമരമമണക്സ് കമസക്സ്  ആരമഭപിച്ചതക്സ് .  കകമകളജകളുവട
പ്രവൃത്തപി  സമയമ  രമവപിവല  8.30  മുതൽ  ലവകപിടക്സ്  അഞ്ചുവവരയമകപി  രണക്സ് 
ഷപിഫക്സ് റമയമണക്സ്  കമസക്സ് .  പ്രമകപികലപിനുമ  പ്രധമന  പമഠഭമഗങ്ങൾക്കുമ  ഊന്നെൽ
നൽകപിയമണക്സ്  ക്ളമസുകൾ.  കധമമ്പസപിലമ കഹമസലപിലമ വമസപിലമ ശമരദരപിക അകലമ
നപിർബന്ധമമകപി.  90  ശതമമനമ  അധധമപകരുമ  വപിദധമർഥപികളുമ  ആദധദപിനമ
കകമകളജപിവലത്തപിയതമയപി  പ്രപിൻസപിപൽമമർ  വദഡപികയമ  കകമൺഫറൻസപിൽ  മനപി
വക. ടപി. ജലദലപിവന അറപിയപിച.

                                                                             ( കദ., 05/01)

അക്ഷയകകരളത്തപിനക്സ്  കദശദയ പുരസക്സ് കമരമ
രമജധവത്ത മപികച്ച മമതൃകമ വപമതുജനമകരമഗധ പദ്ധതപിയമയപി സമസമന സർകമരപിവന
'അക്ഷയകകരളമ’  പദ്ധതപി  വതരവഞ്ഞടുകവപട.  കകന  ആകരമഗധ  കുടുമബകക്ഷമ
വകുപമണക്സ്  കകരള  ആകരമഗധവകുപപിവന  അഭപിമമന  പദ്ധതപിവയ  പുരസക്സ് കമരത്തപിനമയപി
പരപിഗണപിച്ചതക്സ് .  കകമവപിഡക്സ് കമലത്തക്സ്  ക്ഷയകരമഗ നപിവമരണമ മുന്നെപിൽ കണക്സ്   നടത്തപിയ
പ്രവർത്തനങ്ങൾക്കുള  അമഗദകമരമമണപിതക്സ് .  ക്ഷയകരമഗപികൾകക്സ്  ആവശധമമയ
കസവനങ്ങൾ അവരുവട വദടുകളപിവലത്തപിക്കുകയമയപിരുന പദ്ധതപിയവട  ലക്ഷധമ.  ഒപമ
ഒകകമബർ,  നവമബർ മമസങ്ങളപിൽ ആശുപതപികളപിൽ എത്തമൻ കഴപിയമത്ത പുതപിയ
ക്ഷയകരമഗപികവള  കവണതന്നെതപിനമയപി  'കധമച്ചക്സ്  അപക്സ്  കധമമ്പയപിനുമ’  നടത്തപി.
ഇങ്ങവന  661470  കപരപിൽ നടത്തപിയ സദൻ വടസപിൽനപിന്നെക്സ്  802  പുതപിയ കകസുകൾ
കവണതകയമ  വചയക്സ് തു.  തകദ്ദേശ  സത്വയമഭരണ  സമപനങ്ങളുവട  സഹമയകത്തമവട
കകരളമ  ക്ഷയകരമഗ  പരധകവഷണവമ  നടത്തപിയപിരുന.  ഇവതലമമ  പരപിഗണപിച്ചമണക്സ്
'അക്ഷയകകരളമ’  പുരസക്സ് കമരത്തപിനക്സ്  വതരവഞ്ഞടുകവപടതക്സ്.  ബുധനമഴക്സ് ച  നടക്കുന്നെ
ഏഴമമ  കദശദയ  വപമതുജനമകരമഗധ  ഉച്ചകകമടപിയപിൽ  സമസമന  മപിഷൻ  ഡയറകർ
പദ്ധതപിയവട കനടങ്ങൾ വപിവരപിക്കുമ.
                                                                                     ( കദ., 06/01)
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പക്ഷപിപനപി സമസക്സ് ഥമന ദുരനമ: കർഷകർകക്സ്  നഷക്സ് ടപരപിഹമരമ നൽകുമ
പക്ഷപിപനപിവയ സമസക്സ് ഥമന ദുരനമമയപി സർകമർ പ്രഖേധമപപിച.  ഈ സമഹചരധത്തപിൽ
കര്ഷകര്കക്സ്  നഷ്ടപരപിഹമരമ  നല്കുവമന്നെക്സ്  മനപി  വക.  രമജ.  പക്ഷപിപനപി  50,000
പക്ഷപികവള  വവര  ബമധപികമന്  ഇടയവണനമ  പ്രതപികരമധ  പ്രവര്ത്തനമ
ശക്തമമക്കുവമനമ  മനപി  പറഞ.  കരമഗമ  കൂടുതൽ  പടരമതപിരപികമനുള  പ്രതപികരമധ
നടപടപികൾ ആരമഭപിച.  ആലപഴയപിവല  നമലക്സ്  പഞമയതകളപിലമ  കകമടയവത്ത ഒരു
പഞമയത്തപിലമമയപി  മുപവത്തടമയപിരകത്തമളമ  പക്ഷപികവള  വകമന്നെക്സ്  നശപിപപികമനമണക്സ്
തദരുമമനമ.  കകമടയമ നദണ്ടൂരപില് പക്ഷപിപനപി സപിരദകരപിച്ച ഫമമപിലമ ഒരു കപികലമമദറര്
ചുറളവപിലള കമഖേലയപിലമ വളര്ത പക്ഷപികവള വകമന്നെക്സ് നശപിപപികമൻ തുടങ്ങപി. കരമഗമ
സപിരദകരപിച്ച  ഫമമപില്  ആറ  സമഘങ്ങവളയമ  പുറത്തക്സ്  രണ്ടു  സമഘങ്ങവളയമമണക്സ്
നപികയമഗപിച്ചപിടളതക്സ്.  ആലപഴയപിലമ  വളർത്തക്സ്  പക്ഷപികവള  നശപിപപികമൻ  തുടങ്ങപി.
ആശങവപകടണ സമഹചരധമപിവലനമ നപിലവപിൽ കരമഗമ മനുഷധരപികലകക്സ് പകരപിവലനമ
മൃഗ സമരക്ഷണ വകുപക്സ് ഡയറകർ കഡമ. വക. എമ. ദപിലദപക്സ് പറഞ.
                                                                                     ( കദ., 06/01)

പമസപികക്സ് കപികലമയക്സ് 18 രൂപ, പമല് കവറപിനക്സ് 12 രൂപ

പുനരുപകയമഗപികമവന്നെ  പമസപികപിനക്സ്  ഇനപി  കപികലമഗമമപിനക്സ്  18  രൂപ  വവര  ഹരപിത
കര്മകസനമമഗങ്ങളക്കു ലഭപിക്കുമ.   ഉപകയമഗപിച്ച  പമല് കവറപിനു കപികലമയ്ക്കു  12  രൂപ.
ഓകരമ ചപില്ലു കുപപിക്കുമ ഒരു രൂപയമ ഒരു കപികലമ പമസപികക്സ് മദധക്കുപപിക്കു  12  രൂപയമ
കപിടമ.  ഇത്തരമ  20  ഇനമ അലജവ മമലപിനധങ്ങളക്കു സര്കമരപിനു കദഴപിലള കദന്
കകരള  കമ്പനപി  അടപിസമന  വപില  നപിശയപിച  ഇവ  കശഖേരപിച്ചക്സ്  എത്തപിക്കുന്നെ
സമസമനവത്ത മുപതപിനമയപിരത്തപില്പരമ കസനമമഗങ്ങളക്കു പ്രതപിഫലമ നല്കമനമണ
വപില നപിശയപിച്ചതക്സ്.   ഒരു സര്കമര്  സമപനമ അലജവ മമലപിനധങ്ങളക്കു തറവപില
നപിശയപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്  ഇതമദധമമണക്സ്.  പമഴ് വസ്തുകള  അമര്ത്തപി  അടപിയമകപി
തപിരപിച്ചതപിനുമ(വബയപില്ഡക്സ്)  അലമത്തവയ്ക്കുമ പ്രകതധക വപിലയമണക്സ്.  വദടുകളപില് നപിനമ
സമപനങ്ങളപില് നപിനമ തരമതപിരപിച്ചക്സ് ഈര്പമപിലമവതയമ വൃത്തപിയമയമ കശഖേരപിക്കുന്നെ
അലജവ മമലപിനധങ്ങള തകദ്ദേശ സമപനങ്ങളക്കു കദഴപിലള വമറദരപിയല് കലക്ഷന്
വഫസപിലപിറപിയപികലകമണ(എമ.സപി.എഫക്സ്.)  ഹരപിത  കര്മകസനമമഗങ്ങള  എത്തപിക്കുക.
കദന് കകരള കമ്പനപി ഇവ വപിലയ്ക്കു വമങ്ങപി പുനരുപകയമഗ സമധധത കനമകപി വപിവപിധ
ഏജന്സപികളക്കു വപിറഴപിക്കുമ.

                                                                            ( മ.മ., 07/01)

അകപക്ഷകര് ആര്.ടപി. ഓഫദസപില് എകത്തണ: നടപടപി കൂടുതല് ലളപിതമമകപി

ഓണ്ലലന്  കസവനമ  ലഭധമമകപിയപിടമ  അകപക്ഷകന്  വദണ്ടുമ  ആര്ടപി  ഓഫദസപില്
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എകത്തണപി  വരുന്നെ  സപിതപി  മമറമന്  പുതപിയ  ഉത്തരവക്സ്  പുറത്തപിറകപി.   വമഹന
രജപികസ്ട്രേഷനുമ ലഡ്രൈവപിങക്സ് ലലസന്സപിനുമ ഓണ്ലലനപില് അകപക്ഷപിച്ച കശഷമ രണ്ടുമ
വദടപില് ലഭധമമകമന് അകപക്ഷകന് ഓഫദസപിവലത്തപി സദഡക്സ് കപമസക്സ് അയയ്ക്കുന്നെതപിനുള
കവറമ സമമപുമ നല്കണമമയപിരുന.  ഇതക്സ് ഒഴപിവമകപി.  1-ാം തദയതപി മുതല് ഈ രണ്ടു
കസവനങ്ങളക്കുമ ഫദസക്സ്  അടയ്ക്കുകമ്പമള  45  രൂപ കൂടപി  അധപികമ ഈടമക്കുമ.   സദഡക്സ്
കപമസപില് ലലസന്സുമ ആര്സപി ബുക്കുമ കനരപിടക്സ് വദടപില് അയച തരുന്നെതപിനമണക്സ് ഇതക്സ്.
ഈ മമറമ  31  വവര ഓണ്ലലനപില് അകപക്ഷപിച്ചവര്ക്കുമ അവര് നല്കപിയ കവറപിലമ
സമമപപിലമ ലഭധമമക്കുമ.  അവരപില് നപിന്നെക്സ് അധപികമ ഫദസക്സ് ഈടമകപില.  

                                                                           ( മ.മ., 07/01)

'ഫപിലവമന്റക്സ് രഹപിത കകരളമ' മുഖേധമനപി ഉദ്ഘമടനമ വചയ
ഫപിലവമന്റക്സ്  രഹപിത  കകരളമ  പദ്ധതപിയവട  സമസമനതല  ഉദ്ഘമടനമ  മുഖേധമനപി
പപിണറമയപി  വപിജയന് നപിര്വഹപിച.  വദടുകളപിവല സമധമരണ ഫപിലവമന്റക്സ്  ബളബുകള
മമറപി എല്ഇഡപി ബളബുകള കുറഞ്ഞ നപിരകപില് വപിതരണമ വചയ്യുന്നെ പദ്ധതപിയമണപിതക്സ്.
ലവദക്യുതപി  ഉപകഭമഗവമ  വചലവമ  ഗണധമമയപി  കുറയമന്  ഇതക്സ്  വകമണ്ടു  കഴപിയവമന്നെക്സ്
മുഖേധമനപി പറഞ. പദ്ധതപി പൂര്ണമമയമല് 100 മുതല് 150 വവര വമഗമവമടക്സ് ലവദക്യുതപി
ലഭപികമന് കഴപിയമ.  ഇതുവഴപി വകഎസക്സ്ഇബപിയവട ലവദക്യുതപി വമങ്ങല് വചലവക്സ് കുറയമ.
മൂനവര്ഷമ  ഗധമരന്റപിയള  എല്ഇഡപി  ബളബുകളമണക്സ്  നല്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  100
രൂപയപിലധപികമ  വപിലയള  ബളബുകള  65  രൂപയമണക്സ്  നല്കുക.  ഗധമരന്റപി
കമലയളവപിനപിടയപില് കകടമയമല് മമറപി നല്കുമ. ബളബപിവന വപില ലവദക്യുതപി ബപിലപിവന
കൂവട ഒന്നെപികച്ചമ തവണകളമകയമ അടയമമ.  വക.എസക്സ്.ഇ.ബപിയവട വവബക്സ് കപമര്ടലപില്
രജപിസര് വചയവര്കമണക്സ്  ബളബക്സ്  നല്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  നപിലവപില്  17  ലക്ഷമ കപര് രജപിസര്
വചയപിടണക്സ്. ഇവര്കക്സ് നല്കമന് 1 കകമടപി ബളബുകള ഈ ഘടത്തപില് കവണമ. രജപിസര്
വചയമത്തവര്കക്സ്  രജപിസര്  വചയമന്  അവസരമ  നല്കുമ.  പരമമവധപി  കപര്  പദ്ധതപി
പ്രകയമജനവപടുത്തണവമന്നെക്സ് മുഖേധമനപി ആഭധര്തപിച.
                                                                                     ( കദ., 08/01)

അവപിവമഹപിതരമയ അമ്മേമമര്:  കസ്നേഹ സര്ശമ പദ്ധതപിയക്സ്  3.03  കകമടപി അനുവദപിച
സമസമനവത്ത  അവപിവമഹപിതരമയ  അമ്മേമമരുവട  കക്ഷമത്തപിനമയപി  ആരമഭപിച്ച
സമമൂഹധനദതപി വകുപക്സ് സമമൂഹധ സുരക്ഷ മപിഷവന കസ്നേഹ സര്ശമ പദ്ധതപിയക്സ് ധനകമരധ
വകുപക്സ്  3,03,48,000  രൂപയവട  അനുമതപി  നല്കപിയതമയപി  ആകരമഗധ  സമമൂഹധനദതപി
വകുപക്സ് മനപി വക.വക. ലശലജ അറപിയപിച. ചൂഷണത്തപിനക്സ് വപികധയരമയപി അവപിവമഹപിത
അവസയപില് അമ്മേമമരമകുന്നെവര് കുടുമബങ്ങളപില് നപിനമ സമൂഹത്തപില് നപിനമ ഒറവപടക്സ്
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ജദവപികകണപി  വരുന.  ഇത്തരകമര്കക്സ്  ലദനമദപിന  ജദവപിതത്തപിനക്സ്  ആവശധമമയ
സമമ്പത്തപിക  സഹമയമ  നല്കപി  ഇവവര  പുനരധപിവസപിപപിക്കുക  എന്നെ  ഉകദ്ദേശകത്തമവട
ആവപിഷക്സ് കരപിച്ചക്സ്  നടപമകപി  വരുന്നെ  പദ്ധതപിയമണക്സ്  കസ്നേഹസര്ശമ.  പ്രതപിമമസമ  1000
രൂപ ധനസഹമയമ അനുവദപിച വന്നെ ധനസഹമയമ ഈ സര്കമര് അധപികമരത്തപില്
വന്നെ  കശഷമ  2000  രൂപയമകപി  വര്ദ്ധപിപപിച.  പടപികവര്ഗ  വപിഭമഗത്തപില്വപട
അവപിവമഹപിതരമയ  അമ്മേമമര്കക്സ്  മമതമുണമയപിരുന്നെ  ഈ  ആനുകൂലധമ  മറക്സ്
വപിവമഹപിതരലമത്ത  അഗതപികളമയ  അമ്മേമമര്ക്കുമ  ലഭപിക്കുന്നെ  രദതപിയപില്  പപിന്നെദടക്സ്
കഭദഗതപി വരുത്തപി ഉത്തരവമയപി.നപിലവപില് വപിവമഹപിതകരമ ഏവതങപിലമ പുരുഷനുവമമത്തക്സ്
കുടുമബവമമയപി  കഴപിയന്നെവകരമ  ആയപിടളവര്കക്സ്  ഈ  ആനുകൂലധമ  ലഭപിക്കുന്നെതല.
അകപക്ഷ  കഫമറമ  ബന്ധവപട  സമമൂഹധനദതപി  വകുപക്സ്  ഓഫദസപില്  നപിനമ  സമമൂഹധ
സുരക്ഷമമപിഷന്  വവബ്ലസറപില്  നപിനമ  ലഭധമമണക്സ്.  അകപക്ഷകള  ആവശധമമയ
കരഖേകള  സഹപിതമ  ബന്ധവപട  ശപിശുവപികസന  പദ്ധതപി  ഓഫദസര്കകമ  ജപിലമ
സമമൂഹധനദതപി ഓഫദസര്കകമ നല്കകണതമണക്സ്.                                                 

(കദ., 08/01)

വരൂ, ജന്തു ലവവപിധധ ചരപിതമ അറപിയമമ....

വപികസന-കക്ഷമ  പ്രവര്ത്തനങ്ങളവകമപമ,  ഭൂതകമലവത്ത  ഭമവപി  തലമുറയമയപി
അടയമളവപടുതന്നെ  മന്യൂസപിയമ  കപമലള  പദ്ധതപികളക്കുമ  സര്കമര്  വലപിയ
മുന്ഗണനയമണ നല്കുന്നെവതന മുഖേധമനപി പപിണറമയപി വപിജയന്.  പ്രദര്ശന ശമലകള
എന്നെ നപിലയപില് നപിന മമറപി കഥപറയന്നെ കകനങ്ങള എന്നെ നപിലയപിലള തദമമറപികക്സ്
മന്യൂസപിയങ്ങളമണക്സ്  വപിവപിധ  കകനങ്ങളപിലമയപി  സജ്ജമമക്കുന്നെവതനമ  അകദ്ദേഹമ
വധക്തമമകപി.  ജന്തു വര്ഗങ്ങളുവട ചരപിതമ വധക്തമമക്കുന്നെ തരത്തപില് അതധമധുനപികമമയപി
നവദകരപിച്ച മന്യൂസപിയമ  കലമകവമങ്ങുമുള സഞമരപികവള ആകര്ഷപിക്കുവമനമ അകദ്ദേഹമ
അഭപിപ്രമയവപട.   മന്യൂസപിയമ  വളപപില്  1964-ല്  സമപപിതമമയ  നമചത്വറല്  ഹപിസറപി
മന്യൂസപിയമ ആദധമമയമണക്സ് പൂര്ണമമയപി നവദകരപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  എടക്സ് ഗമലറപികളപിലമയപിടമണ
ജന്തു ലവവപിധധത്തപിവന ചരപിതമ പറയന്നെ കമഴ്ചകള ഒരുകപിയപിരപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  വമശനമശമ
സമഭവപിച്ചക്സ്  ഭൂമുഖേത  നപിന്നെക്സ്  അപ്രതധക്ഷമമയ  19  ജദവപികളുവട  തപിമമന  രൂപമ
സജ്ജദകരപിച്ചക്സ്  ഒരുകപിയ  ഗമലറപി,  സസ്തനപികളുവട  ഗമലറപി  എന്നെപിവ  പുതപിയ
ആകര്ഷണങ്ങളമണക്സ്.   പ്രദര്ശന  വസ്തുകളുവട  വപിശദ  വപിവരങ്ങളടങ്ങപിയ  ടച്ചക്സ്  സദന്
കപികയമസ്കുകളുമുണക്സ്. 

                                                                           ( മ.മ.., 09/01)
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അക്ഷയ കകനങ്ങള  വദടപിവലത്തപികമന് സന്നെദ്ധകസനമമഗങ്ങള: മുഖേധമനപി

അക്ഷയ  കസവനങ്ങളകക്സ്  ഓണ്ലലനമയപി  അകപക്ഷപികമന്  ബുദ്ധപിമുടളളവവര
സഹമയപിക്കുന്നെതപിനുമ  കസവനമ  വദടപിവലത്തപിക്കുന്നെതപിനുമ  സന്നെദ്ധകസനമമഗങ്ങവള
നപികയമഗപിക്കുവവമന  മുഖേധമനപി  പപിണറമയപി  വപിജയന്.   ഇങ്ങവന  ലഭപിക്കുന്നെ
അകപക്ഷകളുമ  പരമതപികളുമ  അധപികമരപികളകക്സ്  എത്തപിച  വകമടുക്കുന്നെതപിനുമ
തുടര്നടപടപികളുവട  വപിവരങ്ങള  അറപിയപിക്കുന്നെതപിനുമമയപി  സന്നെദ്ധകസനമമഗങ്ങളകക്സ്
ഇ-പമസക്സ്  അനുവദപിക്കുവമനമ  അകദ്ദേഹമ  പറഞ.   ചലച്ചപിതതമരമ  വടമവപികനമ
കതമമസപിവന  സന്നെദ്ധകസനയവട  ബമന്ഡക്സ്  അമബമസഡറമയപി
പ്രഖേധമപപിക്കുകയമയപിരുന  മുഖേധമനപി.   കകമവപിഡക്സ്  കമലത  സന്നെദ്ധകസനയവട
പ്രവര്ത്തനമ മമതൃകമപരമമയപിരുന.  3,75,430 കപരമണ സന്നെദ്ധകസനമമഗങ്ങളമയതക്സ്.
കകമവപിഡക്സ്  പശമത്തലത്തപില്  ഓണ്ലലനമയമണ  സന്നെദ്ധകസനമമഗങ്ങളകക്സ്
ആദധഘട പ്രദമണ്സൂണ് പരപിശദലനമ നല്കപിയതക്സ്.  20, 429 കപര് പരപിശദലനത്തപിവന
ഭമഗമമയപി. 

                                                                                    ( മ.മ., 10/01)

21 നദപികളകക്സ് പുതുജദവന് നല്കുന
കകരളത്തപിവല മലപിനമമയ 21 നദപികളകക്സ് പുതുജദവന് നല്കമന് ജല വപിഭവ വകുപപിവന
വസഷല്  പര്പസക്സ്   വവഹപികപിള  ആയ  കകരള  ഇറപികഗഷന്  ഇന്ഫമസ്ട്രേക്ചര്
ഡവലപ്വമനക്സ്  കകമര്പകറഷന്  (കപിഡ്കക്സ്)  പദ്ധതപികക്സ്  രൂപമ  നല്കപി.   മുപകതമളമ
എന്ജപിനദയറപിങക്സ്  കകമകളജകളപിവല  വപിദധമര്തപികവളയമ  അധധമപകവരയമ
ഉളവപടുത്തപിയമകുമ  പദ്ധതപി  നടപമക്കുക.   അഡദഷണല് ചദഫക്സ്  വസക്രടറപി  ടപി.  വക.
കജമസപിവന കമല്കനമടത്തപിലമണക്സ് ഇതക്സ്.  കദശദയ ഹരപിത ലട്രൈബന്യൂണലപിവന നപിര്കദശക
പ്രകമരമമമണപിതക്സ്. 
                                                                                      ( മമ., 11/01)

കകമവപിഡക്സ് പ്രതപികരമധമരുന്നെക്സ് വപിതരണത്തപിനു രൂപകരഖേയമയപി 
സമസമനത്തക്സ് കകമവപിഡക്സ് പ്രതപികരമധമരുന്നെക്സ് വപിതരണത്തപിനുള രൂപകരഖേ തയമറമയപി.
ആദധഘടത്തപില്  133  വപിതരണ  കകനങ്ങളുണമവമ.   ആദധഘടത്തപില്  ആകരമഗധ
പ്രവര്ത്തകര്കമണക്സ്  വമകപിന്  വപിതരണമ.   ആവശധവമങപില്  കൂടുതല്  കകനങ്ങള
ഉളവപടുത്തമനുമ മനപി വക. വക. ലശലജയവട അധധക്ഷതയപില് കചര്ന്നെ ഉന്നെതതല
കയമഗമ  തദരുമമനപിച.  സര്കമര്  കമഖേലയപിവല  അകലമപതപി,  ആയഷക്സ്,  സത്വകമരധ
ആശുപതപികളുളവപയളവവയ  വപിതരണ  കകനങ്ങളപില്  ഉളവപടുതമ.
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കളകര്മമര്കമണക്സ്  വമകപികനഷവന  ചുമതല.   എകകമപനത്തപിനക്സ്  കണ്കട്രൈമള  റൂമ
തുടങ്ങുമ.  പ്രതപികരമധമരുന്നെക്സ് സത്വദകരപികമന് 3,58,574 കപരമണക്സ്  രജപിസര് വചയതക്സ്.  

(മമ., 11/01)

തകദ്ദേശ  പദ്ധതപി  വഫബ്രുവരപി  25 നകമ  അമഗദകമരമ  കനടണമ;  ആസൂതണ
സമപിതപികളുമ വർകപിങക്സ്  ഗ്രൂപമ പുനനഃസമഘടപിപപിക്കുമ
തകദ്ദേശഭരണ  സമപനങ്ങൾ  അടുത്ത  സമമ്പത്തപിക  വർഷവത്ത  മുഴുവൻ  പദ്ധതപികളുമ
വഫബ്രുവരപി  23 നകമ  സമർപപിച്ചക്സ്  25 നകമ  ജപിലമ  ആസൂതണ  സമപിതപി  അമഗദകമരമ
കനടണമ. അമഗദകമരമ ലഭപിച്ച വമർഷപിക പദ്ധതപികൾ 27 നകമ തകദ്ദേശ സമപനങ്ങളുവട
ബജറ്റുമമയപി  സമകയമജപിപപിക്കുമ.  വതരവഞ്ഞടുപക്സ്  വപരുമമറചടമ  നപിലവപിൽ  വരുമമുമ്പക്സ് 
വമർഷപിക പദ്ധതപികൾകക്സ്  അമഗദകമരമ ലഭപികമനമണപിതക്സ് . ഇതു സമബന്ധപിച്ച വപിശദമമയ
സമയക്രമമ  തകദ്ദേശഭരണ  വകുപക്സ്  പുറവപടുവപിച.  ഗമമ-വമർഡക്സ്  സഭകൾ  വഫബ്രുവരപി
12 നകവമ  വപികസന  വസമപിനമറകൾ  16 നകവമ  പൂർത്തപിയമകണമ.  വപരുമമറചടമ
നപിലവപിൽവന്നെമൽ  പദ്ധതപികൾകക്സ്  അമഗദകമരമ  കനടുന്നെതപിവന  ബമധപിക്കുമ.  ഇകമരധമ
മുഖേധമനപി  പപിണറമയപി  വപിജയൻ  തകദ്ദേശഭരണ  സമപന  പ്രതപിനപിധപികളുവട
ശ്രദ്ധയപിൽവപടുത്തപിയപിരുന.  ഇകതതടർന്നെമണക്സ്  വഫബ്രുവരപിയപിൽ  എലമ  നടപടപിയമ
പൂർത്തപിയമകമൻ  സമയക്രമമ  നപിശക്സ് ചയപിച്ചതക്സ് .  മുൻകൂടപി  അമഗദകമരമ  കനടപിയമൽ
വപരുമമറചടമ  നപിലവപിലണമയമലമ  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  പ്രതപികരമധമ  കപമലള  അതധമവശധ
പദ്ധതപി നപിർവഹണമ നടത്തമനമകുമ.
                                                                                     ( കദ., 12/01)

എയ്ഡഡക്സ്  അധധമപകർ  തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപപിൽ  മത്സരപികരുവതന്നെ  നപിയമമപില:
സർകമർ
എയ്ഡഡക്സ് സ്കൂൾ അധധമപകർകക്സ് 1967 കമയക്സ് 29 വല സർകമർ വപിജമപന പ്രകമരമ
രമഷദയ  അവകമശങ്ങൾ  നൽകപിയപിടവണനമ  തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപപിൽ  മത്സരപിക്കുന്നെതപിൽ
നപിന്നെക്സ് അവവര വപിലക്കുന്നെ നപിയമമപിവലനമ സമസമന സർകമർ ലഹകകമടതപിവയ
അറപിയപിച.  കകരള  വപിദധമഭധമസ  ചട  പ്രകമരമമണക്സ്  അധധമപകർ  തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപക്സ്
നടപടപികളപിൽ പവങടുക്കുന്നെവതനമ സർകമർ വധക്തമമകപി.

                                                  (മ.മ., 12/01)

തപിയററകൾ നമവള തുറക്കുമ
കകരളത്തപിവല  തപിയററകളപിൽ  നമവള  മുതൽ  വദണ്ടുമ  സപിനപിമമകമലമ.  വപിജയക്സ്
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നമയകനമയ തമപിഴക്സ് ചപിതമ 'മമസർ’ ആദധ റപിലദസമയപി തപിയററകളപിവലതമ.  കകമവപിഡക്സ്
വധമപനവത്ത തുടർന മമർച്ചക്സ്  11  നക്സ്  അടച്ച തപിയററകളപിൽ  309-ാം ദപിവസമമയ നമവള
മുതൽ പ്രദർശനമ പുനരമരമഭപികമനുള തദരുമമനമ പ്രഖേധമപപിച്ചതക്സ്  ഫപിലപിമ കചമബറമണക്സ്.
തപിയററകളുവട വപികനമദ  നപികുതപി  ഈ മമസമ മുതൽ അടുത്ത മമർച്ചക്സ്  വവര  ഒഴപിവമകമൻ
സമസമന  സർകമർ  തദരുമമനപിച്ചതപിനു  പപിന്നെമവലയമണക്സ്  തപിയറർ  തുറകമനുള
പ്രഖേധമപനമ  വന്നെതക്സ്.  തപിയററകൾ  അടഞകപിടന്നെ  10  മമസവത്ത  ലവദക്യുതപി  ഫപികഡക്സ്
ചമർജക്സ് 50 ശതമമനമമയപി കുറയ്ക്കുമ. ബമകപി തുക ഗഡുകളമയപി അടയമമ.   

                                                        (മ.മ., 12/01)

തടവകമർകക്സ് ഇനപി ബർമുഡയമ ടദ ഷർടമ ജയപിൽ കവഷമ
ജയപിലപിൽ തടവകമർകക്സ് ഇനപി മുതൽ കവഷമ ടദ ഷർടമ ബർമുഡയമ. സദകൾകക്സ് ചുരപിദമറമ.
മുണക്സ്  ഉപകയമഗപിച്ചക്സ്  ജയപിലപിൽ  തൂങ്ങപിമരണങ്ങൾ  ഉണമകുന്നെ  സമഹചരധത്തപിലമണക്സ്
തടവകമരുവട  കവഷത്തപിൽ  വധതധമസമ  വരുത്തമൻ  തദരുമമനമമയതക്സ്.  സത്വകമരധ
കമ്പനപികളുമമയപി  സഹകരപിച്ചമയപിരപിക്കുമ  പുതപിയ  കവഷമ  നൽകുക.  നപിറത്തപിവന
കമരധത്തപിൽ  തദരുമമനമമയപിടപില.  കഴപിഞ്ഞ  ദപിവസമ  കകമഴപികകമടക്സ്  സബക്സ്  ജയപിലപിൽ
തടവകമരൻ  ജദവവനമടുകപിയതപിവനതടർന്നെക്സ്  ജയപിൽ  ഡപിജപിപപി  ഋഷപിരമജക്സ്  സപിങക്സ്
തവന്നെയമണക്സ്  തടവകമർകക്സ്  ടദ  ഷർടമ  ബർമുഡയമ  കവഷമ  ആകമവമന്നെ  ആശയമ
മുകന്നെമടവച്ചതക്സ്.  ആദധഘടവമന്നെ നപിലയപിൽ കകമഴപികകമടക്സ്  ജയപിലപിലമയപിരപിക്കുമ കവഷമമറമ
ഉണമകുക. 200 പുരുഷൻമമരുമ 15 സദകളുമമണക്സ് ജയപിലപിൽ ഉളതക്സ്. വസങ്ങൾ കസമൺസർ
വചയമൻ തമൽപരധമുള സത്വകമരധ കമ്പനപികൾ ജയപിൽ അധപികൃതരുമമയപി ബന്ധവപടണമ.
ഒരമൾകക്സ് 2 കജമഡപി വസമമണക്സ് നൽകുന്നെതക്സ്.    

(മ.മ., 13/01)

ശലധകമ രമയ കമട പന്നെപികവള വനമ ഉകദധമഗസർകക്സ് വവടപിവച വകമലമമ
നമടപിലപിറങ്ങപി  മനുഷധ  ജദവകനമ,  സത്വ ത്തപികനമ,  കൃഷപി കകമ  നമശമ  വരുതന്നെ
കമട പന്നെപികവള  വനമ  ഉകദധമഗസർകക്സ്   വവടപിവച  വകമലമവമ ന്നെക്സ്  വനമ  വകുപക്സ്
പ്രപിൻസപിപൽ  വസക്രടറപിയവട  ഉത്തരവക്സ്.  ഇതപിനു  വനമ  ഉകദധമഗസവര  ഉൾവപടുത്തപി
എലമ  ഡപിവപിഷനുകളപിലമ  കർമ  കസന  (ടമസക്സ്  കഫമഴക്സ്)  രൂപദകരപികമനുമ  തദരുമമനമ.
ശലധകമ രമയ  കമടപന്നെപികവള  വകമല്ലുന്നെതപിനു  മമർഗനപിർകദശങ്ങൾ  വനമ  വകുപക്സ്
പുതുകപി.  ലലസൻസുള  കതമകക്സ്  ലകവശമുള  കർഷകർകക്സ്  1972  വല  വനധജദവപി
സമരക്ഷണ നപിയമ  പ്രകമരമ  കമടപന്നെപികവള  വകമലമവമന്നെ ന്നു  കഴപിഞ്ഞ കമയപിൽ വനമ
വകുപക്സ്  ഉത്തരവപിറകപിയപിരുന.  എന്നെമൽ  ഇതു  കമരധമമയ  ഫലമു ണമകപിയപില.
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അതുവകമണമണ  മമർഗനപിർകദശങ്ങൾ  പുതുകപിയതക്സ്.  വപിഷമ,  കസമടകവസ്തു,
ലവദക്യുതമഘമതമ എന്നെപിവയപിലൂവട കമടപന്നെപിവയ വകമലമൻ പമടപില.   വകമല്ലുന്നെതപിനക്സ്
അനുമതപി കതടപി കറഞക്സ് ഓഫപിസർക്കുമ മറ്റുമ ലഭപിക്കുന്നെ അകപക്ഷകൾ 24 മണപിക്കൂറപിനകമ
തദർപമകണമ. കമയക്സ് 17 വവരയമണക്സ് ഉത്തരവപിനു പ്രമബലധമ.

                                                  (മ.മ., 13/01)

പ്രളയ വസസക്സ് പപിൻവലപിക്കുമ: ഓഗസക്സ് ഒന മുതൽ വസസക്സ് ഇല
ഉൽപന്നെങ്ങൾ  വമങ്ങുകമ്പമൾ  ജനങ്ങളപിൽ  നപിന്നെക്സ്  ഒന്നെര  വർഷമമയപി  പപിരപിക്കുന്നെ  ഒരു
ശതമമനമ പ്രളയ വസസക്സ് ഓഗസക്സ് ഒന മുതൽ നപിർതമ. പ്രഖേധമപനമ നമവള രമവപിവല 9 നക്സ്
മനപി  കതമമസക്സ്  ഐസകക്സ്  അവതരപിപപിക്കുന്നെ  ബജറപിലണമകയക്കുമ.  ഇകതമവട  സത്വർണമ,
വമഹനങ്ങൾ,  ഇലകകമണപികക്സ്  സമധനങ്ങൾ,  വദടപകരണങ്ങൾ  തുടങ്ങപിയവയവട  വപില
കുറയമ.  പ്രളയത്തപിൽ  നപിന  കരകയറന്നെതപിനക്സ്  2  വർഷമ  വകമണക്സ്  2000  കകമടപി  രൂപ
പപിരപികമൻ  ലക്ഷധമപിടക്സ്  2019  ഓഗസക്സ്  ഒന  മുതലമണക്സ്  പ്രളയ  വസസക്സ്  നടപമകപിയതക്സ്.
ജൂലലകയമവട  ആവക  വസസക്സ്  വരുമമനമ  2000  കകമടപിയപിവലതമ.  12%,  18%,  28%
ജപിഎസപി  നപിരക്കുള  എലമ  ഉൽപന്നെങ്ങൾക്കുമ  വസസക്സ്  ഉണക്സ്.  0%,  5%  നപിരക്കുള
ഉൽപന്നെങ്ങവളയമ  ഒന്നെരകകമടപി  വവര  വപിറ്റുവരവള  അനുമമന  നപികുതപികമരമയ
വധമപമരപികവളയമ  ഒഴപിവമകപി.  3%  ജപിഎസപിയള  സത്വർണത്തപിനുമ  വവളപിക്കുമ  കമൽ
ശതമമനമമണ വസസക്സ്. വപകട്രൈമൾ, ഡദസൽ, മദധമ, ഭൂമപി വപിൽപന എന്നെപിവയ്ക്കുമ വസസക്സ്  ഇല.

(മ.മ., 14/01)

കടൽവകമല: ഇറലപി 10 കകമടപി രൂപ നഷക്സ് ടപരപിഹമരമ നൽകുമ
ഇറമലപിയൻ  എണകപൽ  എനപിക  വലകക്സ് സപിയപിവല  നമവപികരുവട  വവടപികയറ്റു  രണക്സ് 
മത്സധവത്തമഴപിലമളപികൾ  മരപിച്ച  കകസപിൽ  ഇറലപി  സർകമർ  10  കകമടപി  രൂപ
നഷക്സ് ടപരപിഹമരമ നൽകുമ.  മരപിച്ച രണക്സ്  മത്സധവത്തമഴപിലമളപികളുവട ബന്ധുകൾകക്സ്  നമല
കകമടപി  രൂപ വദതവമ  തകർന്നെ വസനക്സ്  ആനണപി കബമടപിവന ഉടമയക്സ് കക്സ്  രണ്ടു കകമടപി
രൂപയമമണക്സ്  നൽകുകവയന്നെക്സ്  ഡൽഹപിയപിവല  ഇറമലപിയൻ  എമബസപി  കകന
വപികദശമനമലയവത്ത  അറപിയപിച.  മരപിച്ച  മത്സധവത്തമഴപിലമളപി  വകമലമ  തങകശ്ശേരപി
സത്വകദശപി വമലലനവന ഭമരധ കഡമറവയ ബുധനമഴക്സ് ച ലവകപിടക്സ്  വകമലമ കലകക്സ് ടകററപിൽ
നപിന്നെക്സ്  കഫമണപിൽ  അറപിയപിച.  കനധമകുമമരപി  സത്വകദശപി  അജദഷക്സ്  പപിങ്കുവമണക്സ്  മരപിച്ച
മവറമരു  മത്സധവത്തമഴപിലമളപി.  ഇറലപിയവട  തദരുമമനമ  കകന  സർകമർ
സതധവമങക്സ് മൂലമമയപി  സുപ്രദമകകമടതപിവയ  അറപിയപിക്കുമ.  ട്രൈപിബന്യൂണൽ  ഉത്തരവക്സ് 
അമഗദകരപിച്ചതമയമ  മരപിച്ചവരുവട  ബന്ധുകൾ  സുപ്രദമകകമടതപിവയ  അറപിയപിക്കുമ.
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നഷക്സ് ടപരപിഹമരകകസക്സ്  അവസമനപിപപിക്കുകയമവണന്നെക്സ്  മരപിച്ചവരുവട ബന്ധുകളുവട കത്തക്സ് 
ഒപമ  സമർപപിക്കുമ.  വകമലമ,  കനധമകുമമരപി  കലകർമമവര  മരപിച്ചവരുവട
ബന്ധുകളപിൽനപിന്നെക്സ്  കത  വമങ്ങമൻ  ചുമതലവപടുത്തപി .  മരപിച്ചവരുവട  കുടുമബങ്ങൾക്കു
കനരവത്ത ഇറമലപിയൻ സർകമർ ഒരു കകമടപി  രൂപ വദതമ  നൽകപിയപിരുന .  ആലപഴ
കതമടപളപി  തദരകടലപിൽ  2012  വഫബ്രുവരപി  15-നമണക്സ്  എനപിക  വലകക്സ് സപി
കപലപിൽനപിന്നെക്സ്  വവടപിവയക്സ് പുണമയതക്സ് . 

                                                  (കദ., 14/01)

കടബമധധത കൂടപി; വളർച്ച കുറഞ: വമഹനകണകപിൽ കകരളമ യഎസപിവനമപമ
രണ്ടു  പ്രളയങ്ങളുമ  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  വധമപനവമ  കമരണമ  കകരളത്തപിവന  ആഭധനര
വളർച്ചനപിരകപിലണമയ  കുറവക്സ്  3.04%.  സമസമന  ആസൂതണ  കബമർഡക്സ്  തയമറമകപിയ
സമമ്പത്തപിക അവകലമകന റപികപമർടപിലമണക്സ് ഈ വപിവരമ.  സമമ്പത്തപിക വളർച്ച  2018-19
വല  6.49  ശതമമനത്തപിൽ  നപിന്നെക്സ്  2019-20  ൽ  3.45  ശതമമനമമയപി  ഇടപിഞ.  കദശദയ
ശരമശരപിവയകമൾ ഉയർന്നെപിരുന്നെ കകരളത്തപിവന വളർച്ച തമകഴമട കപമകമൻ 3 വർഷമമയപി
തുടരുന്നെ  സമമ്പത്തപിക  പ്രതപിസന്ധപിയമ  കമരണമമവയന്നെക്സ്  റപികപമർടക്സ്  ചൂണപികമടന.
എന്നെമൽ,  വമമത്തമ  ആഭധനര ഉൽപമദനമ  7.90  ലക്ഷമ  കകമടപി  രൂപയപിൽ നപിന്നെക്സ്  8.54
ലക്ഷമ  കകമടപിയമയപി  ഉയർന.  വർധന  8.15%.  ഇക  സമമ്പത്തപിക  വർഷത്തപിവന
തുടകത്തപിൽ സമ്പദക്സ് വധവസ 26% ചുരുങ്ങുമ. സമസമനത്തപിവന കടബമധധത 2.60 ലക്ഷമ
കകമടപി  രൂപയമയപി  ഉയർന.  ആഭധനര  കടമ  1.65  ലക്ഷമ  കകമടപിയമയപി.  റവനക്യു
വരുമമനത്തപിൽ  2,629  കകമടപിയവട  കുറവണമയപി.  വമഹനങ്ങളുവട  എണത്തപിവന
അനുപമതവമടുത്തമൽ  കകരളമ  ഇകപമൾ  ഏതമണക്സ്  യഎസപിനക്സ്  ഒപമ.  യഎസപിൽ  1000
കപർകക്സ്  425  വമഹനങ്ങളുണക്സ്.  ഇനധയപിൽ  1000  കപരപിൽ  18  കപർക്കു മമതകമ സത്വനമ
വമഹനമുള.  ലചനയപിൽ  1000  ൽ  47  കപർകമണ  വമഹനമ.  എന്നെമൽ,  കമമകടമർ
വമഹനവളർച്ച  കഴപിഞ്ഞ  വർഷവത്ത  10.7  ശതമമനത്തപിൽ  നപിന്നെക്സ്  ഇത്തവണ  6.35
ശതമമനമമയപി കുറഞ. 1.41 കകമടപി വമഹനങ്ങളമണക്സ് ഇകപമൾ കകരളത്തപിലളതക്സ്.

(മ.മ., 15/01)

ഇ-കവമടപിങക്സ്  : ചരപിതമ സൃഷക്സ് ടപിച്ചക്സ്  സഭ
ഗവർണറവട  നയപ്രഖേധമപനത്തപിനുള  നന്ദപിപ്രകമയമ  കവമടപിനപിടകപമൾ  ഇ  കവമടപിങക്സ്  
നടത്തപി  നപിയമസഭ  മവറമരു  ചരപിതമ  കുറപിച.  പൂർണമമയപി  ഡപിജപിറൽ  സമകങതപിക
വപിദധയപികലകക്സ്  മമറപിയതപിവന  ഭമഗമമയമണക്സ്  ഡപിജപിറൽ  കവമടപിങക്സ്  നടത്തപിയതക്സ് .
പ്രകമയവത്ത  അനുകൂലപിച്ചക്സ്  75  കപരുമ  എതപിർത്തക്സ്  33  കപരുമ  കവമടക്സ് 
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കരഖേവപടുത്തപിയകതമവട പ്രകമയമ പമസമയപി. സമകങതപിക തകരമർ കമരണമ പ്രതപിപക്ഷ
കനതമവപിവന  കവമടക്സ്  കമമണപിററപിൽ  വതളപിഞ്ഞപിവലങപിലമ  അവയമ  കൂടപിയമണക്സ് 
എതപിർക്കുന്നെവരുവട  എണമ  33  ആയതക്സ് .  മൂന്നെക്സ്  ദപിവസവത്ത  ചർച്ചയക്സ് കക്സ്  കശഷമ
നന്ദപിപ്രകമയമ പമസമക്കുന്നെ ഘടത്തപിലമണക്സ് സദകർ ഇ- കവമടപിങക്സ്  പ്രഖേധമപപിച്ചതക്സ്. എലമ
അമഗങ്ങളുവടയമ ഇരപിപപിടത്തപിൽ സജ്ജദകരപിച്ച കമപന്യൂടർ സക്സ് ക്രദനപിവല വപിൻകഡമയപിൽ
വതളപിയന്നെ 'വയസക്സ്, കനമ' ഓപ്ഷനുകളപിൽ വതമടമണക്സ് കവമടക്സ് കരഖേവപടുത്തപിയതക്സ്. ആദധമ
റപികഹഴക്സ് സൽ  ആയപിരുന.  അതപിൽ  പല  അമഗങ്ങളുവടയമ  കവമടക്സ്  സക്സ് ക്രദനപിൽ
വതളപിഞ്ഞപില.  തുടർന്നെക്സ്  വദണ്ടുമ  റപികഹഴക്സ് സൽ  ആകമവമന്നെക്സ്  സദകർ  അറപിയപിച.
അനുകൂലപിക്കുന്നെവർ 70 ഉമ എതപിർക്കുന്നെവർ 32 എന്നെ നപിലയമണക്സ് ദൃശധമമയതക്സ്. തുടർന്നെക്സ്
യഥമർഥ കവമടപിങ്ങപികലകക്സ് കടന.
                                                                                     ( കദ., 15/01)

വമകക്സ് സപികനഷൻ  ഇന്നെക്സ് ; നൽകുന്നെതക്സ് 0.5 എമഎൽ കകമവദഷദൽഡക്സ്
സമസമനത്തക്സ്  ആദധഘട കകമവപിഡക്സ്- വമകക്സ് സപിൻ കുത്തപിവയക്സ് ശനപിയമഴക്സ് ച നടക്കുമ. 133
കകനത്തപിലമണക്സ്  വമകക്സ് സപികനഷൻ.  4,33,500  കഡമസക്സ്  വമകക്സ് സപിനമണക്സ്  ലഭപിച്ചതക്സ് .
എറണമകുളമ ജപിലയപിൽ  12  കകനവമ തപിരുവനനപുരമ,  കകമഴപികകമടക്സ്  ജപിലകളപിൽ  11
വദതമ കകനവമ ഉണമകുമ.  ബമകപി ജപിലകളപിൽ ഒമ്പതക്സ്  വദതവമ.  ആകരമഗധവകുപപിവന
കമൽകനമടത്തപിൽ  വപിവപിധ  വകുപകളുവടയമ  വപിഭമഗങ്ങളുവടയമ  അനമരമഷ
ഏജൻസപികളമയ  കലമകമകരമഗധ  സമഘടന,  യൂണപിവസഫക്സ്,  യഎൻഡപിപപി
തുടങ്ങപിയവയവട  സഹകരണകത്തമവടയമമണക്സ്  വമകക്സ് സപികനഷൻ.  ആദധ  ദപിവസമ  ഒരു
കകനത്തപിൽനപിന്നെക്സ്  100  കപർകമണക്സ്  വമകക്സ് സപിൻ  നൽകുന്നെതക്സ്.  രമവപിവല  ഒമ്പതുമുതൽ
അഞ്ചുവവരയമണക്സ് വമകക്സ് സപികനഷൻ. രജപിസർ വചയ ആളപിനക്സ് എവപിവടയമണക്സ് വമകക്സ് സപിൻ
എടുകമൻ കപമകകണവതന്നെക്സ്  എസക്സ്എമഎസക്സ് ലഭപിക്കുമ. വമകക്സ് സപിൻ നൽകമൻ ഒരമൾകക്സ്
നമല മപിനപിറക്സ് മുതൽ അഞ്ചു മപിനപിറക്സ് വവര എടുക്കുമ.  വമകക്സ് സപിൻ എടുതകഴപിഞ്ഞമൽ  30
മപിനപിറക്സ്  നപിരദക്ഷണമ  നപിർബന്ധമമണക്സ് .  വമകക്സ് സപികനഷൻ  കകനത്തപിൽ  കഡമകറവട
കസവനവമ ലഭധമമക്കുമ. അടപിയനര ചപികപിത്സയമയപി എലമ കകനത്തപിലമ എഇഎഫക്സ്ഐ
(കരമഗപ്രതപികരമധവത്ത  തുടർനള  പ്രതപികൂല  സമഭവങ്ങൾ)  കപിറക്സ്  ഉണമകുമ.  വചറതുമ
വലതുമമയ  എവനങപിലമ  പമർശത്വഫലങ്ങൾ  ഉണമയമൽ  അതക്സ്  പരപിഹരപികമനുള
നടപടപികൾ  അകപമൾ  തവന്നെ  സത്വദകരപികണവമന്നെതപിനമലമണക്സ്  നപിരദക്ഷണമ.
വമകക്സ് സപികനഷൻ  നടക്കുന്നെ  എലമ  കകനത്തപിലമ  വവബ്കമസപിങക്സ്  സമവപിധമനമ
ഏർവപടുത്തപി. 

                               (കദ., 16/01)
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തരപിശുരഹപിത കകരളത്തപിൽ 2 ലക്ഷമ വതമഴപിലവസരമ
കൃഷപികമഖേലയപിൽ  2  ലക്ഷമ  വതമഴപിലവസരങ്ങൾ  സൃഷ്ടപിക്കുവമന  പ്രഖേധമപനമ.
തരപിശുരഹപിത കകരളമമണക്സ് ലക്ഷധമ.  ഒരുപ്പൂ ആക്കുന്നെതപിനുമ തുടർവപിളകളുമ ഇടവപിളകളുമ
കൃഷപി  വചയ്യുന്നെതപിനുമ  പ്രകതധക  പദ്ധതപികൾ  തയമറമക്കുമ.  കുടുമബശ്രദയവട  70,000
സമഘക്കൃഷപി ഗ്രൂപകളപിൽ നപിലവപിൽ  3  ലക്ഷമ സദകൾക്കു കജമലപിയണക്സ്.  ഗ്രൂപകൾ ഒരു
ലക്ഷമമകപി ഒകന്നെകമൽ ലക്ഷമ കപർക്കുകൂടപി വതമഴപിൽ നൽകുമ.  കർഷകവത്തമഴപിലമളപി
കക്ഷമനപിധപിക്കുള അതപിവർഷമ നുകൂലധമ  നൽകമൻ  130  കകമടപി  കൂടമവത  100  കകമടപി
രൂപ കൂടപി അനുവദപിച.  മമർച്ചപിനകമ നൽകുമ.  മണ്ണുജല സമരക്ഷണത്തപിനക്സ്  103  കകമടപി
രൂപ.  വചറകപിട ജലകസചനത്തപി നു  168  കകമടപി  രൂപ.  ലമകക്രമ ഇറപികഗഷൻ പദ്ധതപി
നബമർഡക്സ്  സഹമയകത്തമവട  തുടരുമ.  ഇടമലയമർ,  മൂവമറ്റുപുഴയമർ  ജലകസചന
പദ്ധതപികൾക്കു  40  കകമടപി  രൂപ.  കബനപി,  ഭവമനപി,  പമ്പ,  കമകവരപി  തട ങ്ങളപിവല
ഇടത്തരമ  -  വചറകപിട  ജലസമരക്ഷണ  പ്രവർത്തനങ്ങൾകക്സ്  49  കകമടപിയമ  ചമ്രവടമ
പദ്ധതപി  പൂർത്തദകരണത്തപിനു  4  കകമടപിയമ  വകയപിരുത്തപി.  കലമകബമങക്സ്
സഹമയകത്തമവടയള ഡമമ  റദഹമബപിലപികറഷൻ പദ്ധതപിയവട  രണമമ  ഘടത്തപിൽ  16
ഡമമു കൾകക്സ്   216  കകമടപി  രൂപ ലഭധമമക്കുമ.  കമഞ്ഞപിരപഴ,  ചപിറ്റൂർ പ ഴ  പദ്ധതപികളുവട
പ്രവൃത്തപികൾ ഈ വർഷമ പുതുതമയപി ഏവറടുകമൻ 25 കകമടപി അനുവദപിച.

(മ.മ., 16/01)

കടലപിലമ അതപിസുരക്ഷ ; ആദധഘടമ 300 കബമടപിൽ കഹമകളമഗമമ രജപിസക്സ് കട്രൈഷൻ
കബമർഡക്സ്
മത്സധവത്തമഴപിലമളപി സുരക്ഷ ഉറപമകമൻ മത്സധബന്ധന കബമടകളപിൽ കകരളമ അതദവ
സുരക്ഷമ രജപിസക്സ് കട്രൈഷൻ കബമർഡുകൾ സമപപിക്കുമ. കബമടകളുവട സമരക്ഷണവമ വപിദൂര
നപിരദക്ഷണവമ  ലക്ഷധമപിടക്സ്  മത്സധബന്ധന  വകുപമണക്സ്  കലമകത്തമദധമമയപി  പദ്ധതപി
നടപമക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  ആദധഘടമ  300  കബമടപിൽ  കഹമകളമഗമമ  രജപിസക്സ് കട്രൈഷൻ  കബമർഡക്സ് 
ഘടപിപപിക്കു മ.  നദണകര,  മുനമ്പമ,  വകമച്ചപി  എന്നെപിവപിടങ്ങളപിവല  നൂകറമളമ  കബമടപിൽ
ഘടപിപപിച.  രണമമ ഘടത്തപിൽ  1500  ഉമ മൂന്നെമമ ഘടകത്തമവട സമസമനവത്ത മുഴുവൻ
മത്സധബന്ധന  കബമടകളപിലമ  കബമർഡുകളമവമ.  സപി  ഡപിറപിവന  സമകങതപിക
സഹമയകത്തമവട  കുറഞ്ഞ  വചലവപിലമണക്സ്    ഇവ  സമപപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  സമുദ്രകമഖേലയപിവല
എലമ ഭദഷണപികളുമ കണകപിവലടുത്തമണക്സ് ഇതക്സ്  ആവപിഷക്സ് കരപിച്ചതക്സ്.  രജപിസർ വചയമത്ത
കബമടകളുമ വധമജ രജപിസക്സ് കട്രൈഷൻ ഉളവരുമ നപിയമവപിരുദ്ധ പ്രവർത്തനമ നടത്തപിയമൽ
പരപികശമധപികമനമവമ.  സമറലലറക്സ്  അധപിഷപിത  ആശയവപിനപിമയ  ഉപകരണമ
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ഉപകയമഗപിച്ചക്സ് രജപിസക്സ് കട്രൈഷൻ നമ്പറമ സദരപിയൽ നമ്പറമ പരപികശമധപികമവമന്നെതപിനമൽ
വധമജവനയമ തപിരപിച്ചറപിയമമ.
                                                                                                (കദ., 17/01)

വമഹനങ്ങളപിവല കർടനുമ ഫപിലപിമുമ മമറപികകമ; പണപികപിടമ
കൂളപിങക്സ്  കപപറമ  കർടനുമ  നദകമ വചയമത്ത വമഹനങ്ങവള പപിടപികൂടമൻ ഞമയറമഴക്സ് ച
മുതൽ  കമമകടമർ  വമഹനവകുപപിവന  പരപികശമധന.  സുപ്രദമകകമടതപി,  ലഹകകമടതപി
വപിധപികൾ  ലമഘപിച്ചക്സ്  കൂളപിങക്സ്  കപപ ർ,  ക ർടൻ  എന്നെപിവ  നദകമ  വചയമത്ത
വമഹനങ്ങൾവകതപിവര നടപടപിവയടുകമൻ  'ഓപകറഷൻ സക്സ് ക്രദൻ’ എന്നെകപരപിലമണക്സ് 
പരപികശമധന.  വമഹനങ്ങളുവട  പപിറകപിവല  ഗമസപിലമ  വശങ്ങളപിലമ  കൂളപിങക്സ്  ഫപിലപിമ,
കർടൻ എന്നെപിവ വചമറയക്സ് ക്കുന്നെതക്സ്  കുറകരമമണക്സ് . നപിരവധപി സർകമർ, അർധ സർകമർ,
സത്വകമരധവമഹനങ്ങൾ നപിയമമ ലമഘപിക്കുന്നെതമയപി പരമതപി ലഭപിച്ചപിടണക്സ് . കർശന നടപടപി
കവണവമന്നെ  ലഹകകമടതപി  നപിർകദശത്തപിവനയമ  പശമത്തലത്തപിലമണക്സ് 
പരപികശമധനവയന്നെക്സ്  ട്രൈമൻസക്സ് കപമർടക്സ്  കമദഷണർ  ഉത്തരവപിൽ  പറഞ.  വമഹന
ഉടമകവള ബുദ്ധപിമുടപികമത്തവപിധമ കഫമകടമ എടുത്തക്സ്  ഇ വചലമൻ വഴപിയമണക്സ്  കുറപതമ
നൽകുക.  കർടനുമ  ഫപിലപിമുമ  നദകമവചയമൻ  വപിസമ്മേതപിച്ചമൽ  രജപിസക്സ് കട്രൈഷൻ
റദ്ദേമക്കുവമനമ ഉത്തരവപിൽ പറഞ.
                                                                                                 (കദ., 17/01)

പമസപികക്സ് മമലപിനധ കശഖേരണത്തപിനക്സ് യൂസർ ഫദ
സമസമനത  പമസപികക്സ്  മമലപിനധ  നപിർമമർജനത്തപിനു  വദടുകൾ,  സമപനങ്ങൾ,
വഴപികയമര  കച്ചവടകമർ,  വപമതുപരപിപമടപികളുവട  സമഘമടകർ  തുടങ്ങപിയവരപിൽനപിന
തകദ്ദേശ  സമപനങ്ങൾ  മുകഖേന  യൂസർ  ഫദസക്സ്  പപിരപിവ  നപിർബന്ധമമകമൻ  ചടങ്ങൾ
തയമറമയപി. നപികുതപി, കുടപിശപിക എന്നെപിവ കപമവല യൂസർ ഫദസുമ ഈടമകമമ. പമസപികക്സ്
മമലപിനധങ്ങൾ  ഉറവപിടത്തപിൽ  തവന്നെ  സമഭരപിച  ശമസദയമമയപി  സമസരപിക്കുന്നെതപിനുമ
പരപിപമലപിക്കുന്നെതപിനുമമണ ചടങ്ങൾ. വദടുകളപിൽനപിന പ്രതപിമമസമ 20 രൂപ മുതൽ 200
രൂപ വവരയമകുമ ഫദസക്സ്.  ഫമറ്റുകളപിലമ റസപിഡനക്സ് ഏരപിയകളപിലമ ഓകരമ ഫമറ്റുമ/വദടുമ
പ്രകതധകമ  ഫദസക്സ്  നൽകണമ.  സമപനങ്ങൾ,  വഴപികയമരകച്ചവടകമർ,  കകററപിങക്സ്
യൂണപിറ്റുകൾ  തുടങ്ങപിയവയപിൽ  മമലപിനധത്തപിവന  അളവപിനക്സ്  അനുസരപിച്ചമകുമ  ഫദസക്സ്.
പമസപികക്സ്  കവറകൾ  കപമലളവ  100  ഗമമപിനു  10–20  രൂപ.  മറ്റു  പമസപികക്സ്
മമലപിനധങ്ങൾകക്സ്  ഓകരമ  100  ഗമമപിനുമ  10  രൂപ  വവര  ഫദസമയപി  ഈടമക്കുമ.  100
കപരപിൽ  കൂടുതൽ  പവങടുക്കുന്നെ  പരപിപമടപികൾ  നടതന്നെവർ  ഒടുകകണ  അടപിസമന
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യൂസർ  ഫദസക്സ്  250  രൂപയമണക്സ്.  ചടങ്ങൾ,  'തകദ്ദേശ  പമസപികക്സ്  മമലപിനധ  പരപിപമലന
ഉപനപിയമമവലപി’ എന്നെ കപരപിൽ സർകമർ ഉത്തരവമയപി ഇറകപി.

(മ.മ., 18/01)

കകമവപിഡക്സ് പ്രതപികരമധ കുത്തപിവയക്സ് ആഴ്ചയപിൽ 4 ദപിവസമ: തപിങൾ, വചമവ, വധമഴമ,
വവളപി 
കകരളത്തപിൽ  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  പ്രതപികരമധ  കുത്തപിവയക്സ്  തപിങൾ,  വചമവ,  വധമഴമ,  വവളപി
എന്നെപിങ്ങവന  ആഴ്ചയപിൽ  4  ദപിവസങ്ങളപിലമയപി  തുടരുവമന  മനപി  വക.വക.ലശലജ
അറപിയപിച.  കുടപികൾക്കു പ്രതപികരമധ കുത്തപിവയക്സ്  നൽകുന്നെ ദപിവസമമയതപിനമൽ ബുധൻ
ഒഴപിവമകപി.  133  കകനങ്ങളപിൽ  100  കപർക്കു  വദതമമയപിരപിക്കുമ  കുത്തപിവയക്സ്.
ആകരമഗധപ്രവർത്തകർക്കുള  വമകദൻ  വപിതരണമ  പൂർത്തപിയമയമൽ  കകമവപിഡക്സ്
പ്രതപികരമധത്തപിനു മുന്നെപിൽ നപിന്നെ വപിവപിധ കസനമമഗങ്ങൾ, വപമലദസുകമർ, റവനക്യു വകുപക്സ്
ജദവനകമർ,  മുൻസപിപൽ  വർകർമമർ,  അങണവമടപി  ജദവനകമർ  എന്നെപിവർക്കു
കുത്തപിവയക്സ് നൽകുമ.
                                                                                                 (മ.മ., 18/01)

അതപിരുകൾ ഇനപി ഉപഗഹങ്ങൾ നപിർണയപിക്കുമ; ധമരണപതമ ഒപപിട; പദ്ധതപി ഒരു
വർഷത്തപിനകമ
സമസമനത്തക്സ്  ഭൂമപിയവട  സർകവ  ഇനപി  ഉപഗഹസമകങതപികവപിദധ  വഴപി.  ഭൂമപിയവട
അളവമ പരപിപമലനവമ കൂടുതൽ കമരധക്ഷമവമ കൃതധവമമകമൻ നൂതന ജപികയമകസഷധൽ
സമകങതപിക  വപിദധയമയ  കണപിനന്യൂസപിലപി  ഓപകററപിങക്സ്  വറഫറൻസക്സ്  സക്സ് കറഷൻസക്സ് 
(സപിഒആർഎസക്സ് )  സമപപിക്കുമ.  നമവപികഗഷൻ  സമറലലറ്റുകളുപകയമഗപിച്ചക്സ് 
പ്രവർത്തപിക്കുന്നെ  സപിഒആർഎസക്സ്  വഴപി  ലഭപിക്കുന്നെ  വപിവരങ്ങളുവട  അടപിസമനത്തപിൽ
റപിയൽ ലടമ കപിവനമമറപികക്സ്  (ആർടപിവക)  വമഷദനുകൾ ഉപകയമഗപിച്ചക്സ്  സർകവ വചയ്യുന്നെ
സമവപിധമനമമണക്സ്  കകരളത്തപിൽ നടപമക്കുന്നെതക്സ് .  12  കകമടപി  രൂപ വചലവപിലമണക്സ്  ഈ
സജ്ജദകരണവമമരുക്കുന്നെതക്സ് .  ഇതപിൽ  എടക്സ്  കകമടപി  രൂപ  സപിഒആർ  കസഷനുകൾ
സമപപികമനുമ  കശഷപിക്കുന്നെ  തുക  ആർടപിവക  വമഷദനുകൾക്കുമമണക്സ് .  അഞക്സ് 
സമസമനങ്ങളപിൽ  ഇതക്സ്  നടപമകപിയതപിവന  പ്രമവദണധവമ  പരപിചയസമ്പതമ
കണകപിവലടുത്തമണക്സ്  സർകവ  ഓഫക്സ്  ഇനധകക്സ്  നപിർവഹണചമതല  നൽകപിയതക്സ് .  28
സപിഒആർ  കസഷനമണക്സ്  കകരളത്തപിൽ  സമപപിക്കുക.  ഇതുവഴപി  സർകവയർമമരുവട
ലഭധതക്കുറവമൂലമുള  കമലതമമസമ  ഒഴപിവമകുമ.  പൂർണമമയമ  ഡപിജപിറൽ  രദതപിയപിൽ
സർകവ കരഖേകൾ തയമറമക്കുന്നെതപിനമൽ ജനങ്ങൾകക്സ്  ഓൺലലനമയപി  കസവനങ്ങൾ
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നൽകമമ.  ഒരു വർഷത്തപിനകമ പൂർത്തപിയമകുമ.  സർകവ ജദവനകമർകക്സ് സർകവ ഓഫക്സ്
ഇനധ പരപിശദലനമ നൽകുമ.
                                                                                                  (കദ., 19/01)

വരുന,  ജലമശയങ്ങളപിൽ  വൻ  കസമളമർ  പമനലകൾ  ;സമധധതമ  പരപികശമധന
തുടങ്ങപി
സമസമനവത്ത  ജലകസചന  പദ്ധതപി  പ്രകദശങ്ങളപിൽ  കൂടുതൽ  കസമളമർ  പമനലകൾ
സമപപിച്ചക്സ്  ലവദക്യുതപി  ഉൽപമദപിപപിക്കുന്നെ  പദ്ധതപിയവട  സമധധതമ  പരപികശമധന
ആരമഭപിച.  ഇടമലയമർ ജലകസചന പദ്ധതപി പ്രകദശത്തക്സ്  4,01,273.95  ചതുരശ്രമദററമ
വപരപിയമർ  വമലപി  പദ്ധതപിയപിൽ  വപരുമ്പമവൂരപിനക്സ്  കദഴപിൽ  6,27,236  ച.മദററമ
പപിവപിഐപപി ഡപിവപിഷവന കദഴപിൽ  3316.71  ച.  മദററമ ചമലക്കുടപി റപിവർ ലഡവർഷൻ
സക്സ് കദമപിൽ  34,140  ചതുരശ്ര മദററമ കസമളമർ പമനൽ സമപപികമൻ സമധപിക്കുവമന്നെക്സ് 
കവണത്തപിയപിടണക്സ്.  മലങര  ഡമമപിവന  റപിസർകവമയർ  പ്രകദശതമ  മൂവമറ്റുപുഴ
പദ്ധതപിയവട  പ്രധമന  കനമലപിവനയമ  മുകളപിൽ  80  കപികലമമദറർ  ദൂരതമ  കസമളമർ
പമനലകൾ  സമപപികമനുമ  ലക്ഷധമപിടുന.  തപിരുവനനപുരമ  ജപിലയപിവല  ആറ്റുകമൽ,
തപിരുമല  ജലസമഭരണപികളപിൽ  സമപപിച്ച  സകകരമർജ  പമന്റുകൾ  കഴപിഞ്ഞ
ഒകകമബകറമവട പ്രവർത്തനമ ആരമഭപിച. 2.12 കകമടപി രൂപ വചലവഴപിച്ചക്സ് നപിർമപിച്ച ഓകരമ
പമന്റുകളുവടയമ കശഷപി  100  കപികലമവമടക്സ്  വദതമമണക്സ്.  ബമററപി  ഉപകയമഗപികമവതയള
സമവപിധമനമമനമമയതപിനമൽ  ലഭധമമകുന്നെ  ഊർജമ  പരമമവധപി  ഉപകയമഗപികമനുമ
അറകുറപണപികളുവട വചലവക്സ്  കുറയക്സ് കമനുമ കഴപിയമ.

 (കദ., 19/01)

കകരളത്തപിനക്സ് 3.60 ലക്ഷമ കഡമസക്സ് വമകക്സ് സദൻ കൂടപി 
കകരളത്തപിനു രണമമ ഘടമമയപി  3,60,500  കഡമസക്സ്  കകമവപിഷദൽഡക്സ് വമകക്സ് സദൻ കൂടപി
കകനമ അനുവദപിച.  ഇന്നെക്സ് വകമച്ചപി,  തപിരുവനനപുരമ വപിമമനത്തമവളങ്ങളപിവലത്തപിക്കുമ.
കകമഴപികകമടക്സ്  കമഖേലയപികലക്കുള  വമകദനുമ  വകമച്ചപിയപിലമവണത്തപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  രണമമ
ഘടത്തപിൽ കകമവപിഡക്സ് മുന്നെണപികപമരമളപികൾകമകുമ നൽകുക. ജപിലകൾക്കുള വപിഹപിതമ:
തപിരുവനനപുരമ  50,500,  വകമലമ  21,000,  പത്തനമതപിട  19,000,  ആലപഴ  19,000,
കകമടയമ  24,000,  ഇടുകപി  7500,  എറണമകുളമ  59,000,  തൃശൂർ  31,000,  പമലകമടക്സ്
25,500, മലപറമ 25,000, കകമഴപികകമടക്സ്  33,000, വയനമടക്സ്  14,000,  കണ്ണൂർ 26,500,
കമസർകകമടക്സ് 5500 .

 (മ.മ., 20/01)
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വകഎസക്സ്ആർടപിസപിയപിൽ പരമതപി പരപിഹമര കമ്മേപിറപി രൂപദകരപിക്കുമ
ലഹകകമടതപി ഉത്തരവ പ്രകമരമ വകഎസക്സ്ആർടപിസപിയപിൽ പരമതപി പരപിഹമര കമ്മേപിറപി
രൂപദകരപികമൻ സപിഎമഡപി ബപിജപ്രഭമകർ നപിർകദശമ നൽകപി. മമകനവജ്മെനക്സ് തലത്തപിൽ
നപിനമ  വതമഴപിലമളപികൾകപിടയപിൽ  നപിനമ  തുലധ  പ്രമതപിനപിധധകത്തമടക്സ്   ആയപിരപിക്കുമ
കമ്മേപിറപി.  വചയർകപഴനമയപി  ഓകരമ  വർഷവമ  മമകനവജ്മെനക്സ്  തലത്തപിൽ  നപിനമ,
വതമഴപിലമളപി  തലത്തപിൽ  നപിനമുളവർ  മമറപി  മമറപി  വരുമ.  പരമമവധപി  5  അമഗങ്ങൾ
മമതമ.  ഇതപിൽ  2  കപർ  വനപിതകളുമ  ഒരമൾ  മറ്റു  ഭരണ  കകനത്തപിൽ  നപിനമ
ഉളവരുമമയപിരപിക്കുമ.  പരമതപി  ലഭപിച്ചക്സ്  30  ദപിവസത്തപിനകമ  നടപടപി  ക്രമങ്ങൾ
പൂർത്തദകരപികണവമനമ ഉത്തരവപിൽ വധക്തമമക്കുന.

                                                                (മ.മ., 20/01)

വകഎസക്സ്ആർടപിസപി കണകർകക്സ് ഇനപി 'ഒറയമൾ' സദറക്സ്
വകഎസക്സ്ആർടപിസപി  ബസുകളപിവല  കണകർ  സദറക്സ്  ‘സപിമഗപിൾ’  ആകുന.  ഒപമ
ലഡ്രൈവർ  കമബപിനുമ  ഒഴപിവമക്കുന.  മപിക  ഡപികപമകളപിലമ  ഇതപിനുള  നടപടപികൾ
തുടങ്ങപി.  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  പശമത്തലത്തപിൽ  കണകറവട  സദറക്സ്  യമതകമരുമമയപി  പങ്കു
വയ്ക്കുന്നെതക്സ് ഒഴപിവമക്കുകയമണക്സ് ഒരു ലക്ഷധമ. വനപിതമ കണകർമമരുള ബസുകളപിൽ സദറക്സ്
പങക്സ്  വയ്ക്കുന്നെതു  സുരക്ഷപിതതത്വവത്ത  ബമധപിക്കുന്നെതമയപി  പരമതപിയമുണക്സ്.  രമതപി
സമയങ്ങളപിൽ  മദധപർ  അടകമ  വനപിതമ  കണകർമമരുവട  സമദപമ  ഇരപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്
ഉപദ്രവമമയപി മമറന്നെതമയപി യൂണപിയനുകൾ ശ്രദ്ധയപിൽവപടുത്തപിയപിരുന. ചപില ദദർഘദൂര
സർവദസുകളപിൽ കണകർമമർകക്സ് ഇകപമൾത്തവന്നെ സപിമഗപിൾ സദറമണക്സ്. 

 (മ.മ., 21/01)

നപിയമസഭമ തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപക്സ് ഏപ്രപിൽ പകുതപികയമവട
നപിയമസഭമ  തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപക്സ്  ഏപ്രപിൽ  പകുതപികയമവട  നടക്കുവമന  സൂചന.  മമർച്ചപിൽ
എസക്സ്.എസക്സ്.എൽ.സപി.,  കമയപിൽ സപി.ബപി.എസക്സ്.ഇ.  പരദക്ഷകൾ നടക്കുന്നെതപിനമൽ ഏറവമ
ഉചപിതമമയ സമയമ ഏപ്രപിൽ പകുതപികയമവടയമവണന മുഖേധ തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപക്സ് ഓഫദസർ കകന
തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപ  കമ്മേപിഷകനമടു  ശുപമർശ  വചയ.  വഫബ്രുവരപി  അവസമനകമമ  മമർച്ചപികലമ
വപിജമപനമ  പുറവപടുവപിക്കുമ.  നപിയമസഭമ  തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപപിനുള  അനപിമ  കവമടർപടപിക
ഇന്നെവല  പ്രസപിദ്ധദകരപിച.  ആവക  കവമടർമമരുവട  എണവമ  മറ്റു  വപിശദമമശങ്ങളുമ  മുഖേധ
തപിരവഞ്ഞടുപക്സ് ഓഫപിസർ ഇന വമർത്തമ സകമ്മേളനത്തപിൽ അറപിയപിക്കുമ. കവമടർ പടപികയപിൽ
കപരു കചർകമനുള അവസരമ ഇകപമഴുമുണക്സ്. അവസമന തദയതപി പ്രഖേധമപപിച്ചപിടപില.

                                                                (മ.മ., 21/01)
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നപിയമസഭമ  വതരവഞ്ഞടുപപിനക്സ്  2.67  കകമടപി  കവമടർമമർ  ;  പുതുതമയപി  5,79,835
കപർ, കന്നെപികവമടർമമർ 2,99,258
നപിയമസഭമ വതരവഞ്ഞടുപപിനുള അനപിമ കവമടർപടപികയപിൽ 2,67,31,509 കവമടർമമർ.
പുതുതമയപി  5,79,835  കപവര  ഉൾവപടുത്തപി.  18-19  പ്രമയത്തപിലള  കന്നെപികവമടർമമർ
2,99,258.  കരടക്സ്  കവമടർപടപികയപിൽ  2,63,08,087  കവമടർമമരമണണമയപിരുന്നെതക്സ്.
1,56,413 കപവര ഒഴപിവമകപി. പുതുകപിയ പടപികയപിൽ 1,37,79,263 സദകളുമ 1,29,52,025
പുരുഷനമരുമ  221  ട്രൈമൻസ്വജൻഡർ  കവമടർമമരുമുണക്സ്.  ഏറവമ  കൂടുതൽ  കവമടർ
മലപറത്തമണക്സ്-32,14,943.  കുറവക്സ്  വയനമടക്സ് -6,07,068.  കൂടുതൽ  സദ  കവമടർമമരുമ
മലപറത്തമണക്സ്-16,07,004.  കൂടുതൽ  ട്രൈമൻസ്വജൻഡർ  (57)കവമടർമമരുളതക്സ്
തപിരുവനനപുരത്തമണക്സ്-80  വയസപിനു മുകളപിലള  6,21,401  കവമടർമമരുമ ഭപിന്നെകശഷപി
വപിഭമഗത്തപിൽവപട-1,33,005  കപരുമുണക്സ് .  56,759  സർവദസക്സ്  കവമടർമമരുമ  90,709
പ്രവമസപി കവമടർമമരുമമണക്സ് പുതുകപിയ പടപികയപിലളതക്സ്.  കൂടുതൽ പ്രവമസപി കവമടർമമർ
കകമഴപികകമടമണക്സ് -34,216.  കൂടുതൽ  കന്നെപികവമടർമമരുമ  കകമഴപികകമടമണക്സ്  -40,867.
2020 വല  കവമടർപടപികപ്രകമരമ  ജനസമഖേധയവട  75.73  ശതമമനമമയപിരുന
കവമടർമമർ. അതക്സ് 76.55 ശതമമനമമയപി. 

 (കദ., 22/01)

'ഓപകറഷൻ സദൻ’ പപിൻവലപിച
വമഹനങ്ങളപിവല കൂളപിങക്സ് ഫപിലപിമുകളുമ കർടനുകളുമ നദകമ വചയ്യുന്നെതപിനമയപി കമമകടമർ
വമഹന  വകുപക്സ്  ആരമഭപിച്ച  ‘ഓപകറഷൻ  സദൻ’  പപിൻവലപിച.  ഈ  പരപികശമധന
നപിർത്തപിവയമൻ ഗതമഗത കമ്മേപിഷണർ ഉകദധമഗസർക്കു നപിർകദശമ നൽകപി.  വമഹന
ഉടമകൾ നപിയമമ പമലപികണവമന്നെക്സ് കമ്മേപിഷണർ പറഞ.

                                                                (മ.മ., 22/01)
സപിഎജപി റപികപമർടപിവനതപിവര പ്രകമയമ പമസമകപി നപിയമസഭ
കൺകട്രൈമളർ  ആൻഡക്സ്  ഓഡപിറർ  ജനറലപിവന  (സപിഎജപി)  റപികപമർടപിവനതപിവര
ചരപിതത്തപിലമദധമമയപി നപിയമസഭ പ്രകമയമ പമസമകപി. കപിഫ്ബപിവകതപിരമയള വപിവമദ
പരമമർശങ്ങൾ  അടങ്ങപിയ  3  കപജകൾ  നപിരമകരപിച  വകമണ്ടുള  പ്രകമയമ  പമസമയ
സമഹചരധത്തപിൽ,  അതക്സ്  ഒഴപിവമകപിയള സപിഎജപി റപികപമർടക്സ്  പബപികക്സ്  അകകണക്സ് സക്സ്
കമ്മേപിറപിക്കു(പപിഎസപി)  ലകമമറമനമണ തദരുമമനമ.  ചടമ  118  അനുസരപിച  മുഖേധമനപി
പപിണറമയപി  വപിജയൻ  അവതരപിപപിച്ച  പ്രകമയമ  ശബ്ദകവമകടമവട  സഭ
പമസമക്കുകയമയപിരുന. ഭരണഘടനയ്ക്കുമ നപിയമസഭമ ചടങ്ങൾക്കുമ കദഴക്സ് വഴകങ്ങൾക്കുമ
വപിരുദ്ധമമണക്സ്  ഈ നടപടപിവയന ചൂണപികമടപി  ബപിവജപപി ഉൾവപവടയള പ്രതപിപക്ഷമ
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പ്രകമയവത്ത എതപിർത. ഭരണഘടനമ സമപനങ്ങളുവടയമ നപിയമസഭമ സമപിതപിയവടയമ
അധപികമരമ കശമപ വചയ്യുന്നെതപിനു തുലധമമണക്സ് ഇവതനമ അവർ ആകരമപപിച. സപിഎജപി
റപികപമർടപിവല  3  കപജക്സ്  നപിരമകരപികമനുള  പ്രകമയമ  നപിയമസഭ  പമസമകപിയകതമവട
അതു സഭയവട തദരുമമനമമയപി മമറപിവയന സദകർ പപിന്നെദടു വപിശദമമയ റൂളപിങക്സ് നൽകപി.
സഭയവട തദരുമമനമ സഭമ സമപിതപികൾക്കുമ ബമധകമമവണന സദകർ വധക്തമമകപി.

           (മ.മ., 23/01)

കകമവപിഡക്സ് 19: ആനപികബമഡപി കവണത്തമൻ സദകറമ സർലവലൻസക്സ് തുടങ്ങുന
കകമവപിഡപികനമടു  സമൂഹമ  കനടപിയ  ആർജപിത  പ്രതപികരമധ  കശഷപി  വപിലയപിരുത്തമൻ
സമസമന വധമപകമമയപി ആനപികബമഡപി പഠനമ ആരമഭപിക്കുന.  ആകരമഗധവകുപപിവന
കനതൃതത്വത്തപിൽ രണ്ടു ഘടങ്ങളമയമണ പഠനമ.  സദകറമ സർലവലൻസക്സ് എന്നെ കപരപിൽ
നടതന്നെ പഠനത്തപിൽ മൂന വപിഭമഗമ ആളുകവളയമണക്സ് ഉൾവപടുതന്നെതക്സ്. 18 വയസപിനു
മുകളപിലളവർ,  ആകരമഗധപ്രവർത്തകർ,  നൂറപിലധപികമ  സമമപപിളുകൾ  പ്രതപിദപിനമ
പരപികശമധപിക്കുന്നെ  ലമബുകളപിൽ  പ്രവർത്തപിക്കുന്നെവർ  എന്നെപിവരപിൽ  നപിന
രക്തസമമപപിളുകൾ കശഖേരപിച്ചമണ പഠനമ.  

                                                                (മ.മ., 23/01)

ബുധനമഴ്ചയമ വമകപികനഷൻ
ജപിലമ തലങ്ങളപിവല സകകരധമ  അനുസരപിച ബുധനമഴ്ച കൂടപി  കകമവപിഡക്സ്  വമകപികനഷൻ
നടത്തമൻ  ആകരമഗധവകുപപിവന  അനുമതപി.  തപിങൾ,  വചമവ,  വധമഴമ,  വവളപി
ദപിവസങ്ങളപിലമണക്സ്  ഇകപമൾ  കുത്തപിവയക്സ്.  കുടപികൾക്കുള  മറ്റു  വമകപികനഷനുകൾ
മുടങ്ങമവത  ദപിവസമ  കൂടന്നെതപിനു  ജപിലമ  ടമസക്സ്  കഫമഴ്സുകൾക്കു  തദരുമമനമ  എടുകമമ.
വമമത്തമ  249  കകനങ്ങൾ  സജ്ജമമക്കുവമന്നെക്സ്  മനപി  വക.വക.ലശലജ  പറഞ.
എറണമകുളത  38  കകനങ്ങളുമ  തപിരുവനനപുരത  30   കകനങ്ങളുമ  ഉണമകുമ.  മറ്റു
ജപിലകളപിൽ കുറഞ്ഞതു 14 കകനങ്ങൾ.

 ( മ.മ., 24/01)
റജപികസ്ട്രേഷൻ നപിരകക്സ് കൂടപിവലന്നെക്സ് സർകമർ
ഭൂമപി, വകടപിട ലകമമറ ഇടപമടുകൾക്കു 2% നപികുതപി ചുമത്തമനുള ധനകമരധ കമ്മേപിഷവന
ശുപമർശ  നടപമകപിവലന്നെക്സ്  സർകമർ.  മറ്റു  സമസമനങ്ങവള  അകപക്ഷപിച്ച ന്നു  സമമപക്സ്
ഡന്യൂടപിയമ  റജപികസ്ട്രേഷൻ  ഫദസുമ  ഇകപമൾത്തവന്നെ  കൂടുതലമയതപിനമലമണ  വർധന
വരുത്തമനുള ശുപമർശ അമഗദകരപികകവണന ധനവകുപക്സ് തദരുമമനപിച്ചതക്സ്.  നപിലവപിൽ
8%  സമമപക്സ്  ഡന്യൂടപിയമ  2%  റജപികസ്ട്രേഷൻ ഫദസുമമണ സർകമർ ഇകടമക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  ഇക
നപിരക്കു  തവന്നെ  തുടരമനമണ  തദരുമമനമ.  ജല  അകതമറപിറപിക്കു  കദഴപിവല
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വപമതുടമപകവളലമമ  ഗമർഹപിക  കണകക്സ് ഷനുകളമക്കുന്നെ  നടപടപി  കവഗത്തപിലമക്കുമ.
വപികനമദ  നപികുതപിക്കു  പകരമ  ജപിഎസപി  ഏർവപടുത്തപിയതു  വഴപി  തകദ്ദേശ
സമപനങ്ങൾക്കുള നഷ്ടമ നപികത്തമനുമ തദരുമമനപിച.

                                                                (മ.മ., 24/01)

1912 വപിളപിക്കൂ; വകഎസക്സ്ഇബപി വദടപിൽ വരുമ, ലവദക്യുതപി കണകക്സ് ഷൻ ലഭപിക്കുമ
1912 എന്നെ നമ്പറപിൽ വപിളപിച്ചമൽ വകഎസക്സ്ഇബപി ഉകദധമഗസർ വദടപിവലത്തപി ലവദക്യുതപി
ക ണക ക്സ്ഷൻ  നൽകുമ.  ഇതുൾവപവട  കസവനങ്ങൾ  വദടപിവലത്തപിക്കുന്നെ  സമവപിധമനമ
അടുത്ത മമസമ മുതൽ പരദക്ഷണമർഥമ  100  വസ ക ക്സ്ഷൻ ഓഫപിസുകളപിൽ നടപമക്കുമ.
രണമമ  വമരകത്തമവട  ലപലറക്സ്  ഘടമ  നടപമകപി  ജൂണപിനു  മുൻപു  സമസമന 
വധമപകമമകമനമണ  തദരുമമനമ.  ഇതപിനമയപി  വമമലബൽ  ആ പമ  വപികസപിപപിക്കുമ.
ആദധഘടത്തപിൽ നപിലവപിവല കലമ വടൻഷൻ (എൽടപി) ഉപകയമക്തമകൾക്കുമ പുതുതമയപി
എൽടപി  കണ ക ക്സ്ഷനക്സ്  അകപക്ഷപിക്കുന്നെ വർക്കുമമയപിരപിക്കുമ  കസവനമ  ലഭധമമക്കുകവയന്നെക്സ്
വകഎസക്സ്ഇബപി വചയർമമൻ എൻ.എസക്സ്.പപിള അറപിയപിച. 

 (മ.മ., 25/01)

ഒറകപികപിൽ പുസക്സ് തകമ അടുത്തക്സ് ; വരുന 'കമൾവനറക്സ് ’
ഗകവഷണമ  ഉൾവപവട  ഉന്നെത  വപിദധമഭധമസത്തപിനക്സ്   ആഗഹപിക്കുന്നെ  പുസക്സ് തകമ  ഏതക്സ് 
ലലബറപിയപിലമണളവതന്നെക്സ്  പരപികശമധപികമനുമ അവ ഓൺലലനപിൽ ലഭധമമകമനുമ

ഡപിജപിറൽ  പമറക്സ് കഫമമ  'കമൾവനറക്സ്  ’ ഒരുങ്ങുന.  സമസമനവത്ത  സർവകലമശമലമ
ലലബറപികവളയമ കകമകളജക്സ്  ലലബറപികവളയമ പരസരമ ബന്ധപിപപിക്കുന്നെ ഡപിജപിറൽ
വനറക്സ് വർകക്സ്  സമവപിധമനത്തപിനക്സ്   ഉന്നെത  വപിദധമഭധമസ  കകൺസപിൽ  രൂപമ  നൽകപി.
സർവകലമശമല, കകമകളജക്സ്  ലലബറപികവള ഡപിജപിറൽ പമറക്സ് കഫമമപിലൂവട ഏകകമപപിപപിച്ചക്സ് 
വപിദധമർഥപികൾക്കുമ  അധധമപകർക്കുമ  ഗകവഷകർക്കുമ  ഫലപ്രദമമയപി  ഉപകയമഗപികമൻ
സമധപിക്കുന്നെതപിനമണക്സ്  കകരള  അകമദമപികക്സ്  ലലബറദസക്സ്  വനറക്സ് വർകക്സ്  (കമൾവനറക്സ് )
സജ്ജമമക്കുന്നെവതന്നെക്സ്  ഉന്നെത  വപിദധമഭധമസ  കകൺസപിൽ  ലവസക്സ്  വചയർമമൻ
കഡമ.  രമജൻഗുരുകൾ  പറഞ.  കമൾവനറപിവല  ഡപിജപിറൽ  കമറക്സ് കലമഗപിൽ
വപിദധമർഥപികൾകക്സ്  ഓൺലലനമയപി  പുസക്സ് തകങ്ങൾ  വതരയമമ.  പുസക്സ് തകമ
ഓൺലലനമയമ  എത്തപിക്കുമ.  ഇതപിനമയപി  കമൾവനറക്സ്  ഓഫദസുകൾ  കധമമ്പസുകളപിൽ
രൂപദകരപിക്കുമ. നപിലവപിൽ ആദധഘടത്തപിവന ട്രൈയൽ റൺ നടക്കുകയമണക്സ് .

                                                              (കദ., 25/01)
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കഹമടലകളക്കു മുന്പപില് ബസക്സ് നപിര്തമ;  വക.എസക്സ്.ആര്.ടപി.സപി.ക്കുമ നല്കണമ
വപിഹപിതമ

കഹമടലകളക്കു  മുന്പപില്  വക.എസക്സ്.ആര്.ടപി.സപി.  ബസക്സ്  നപിര്തമ;  പകക്ഷ
യമതകമര്കക്സ് ഭക്ഷണമ വകമടുത്തമല് കപമര,  വക.എസക്സ്.ആര്.ടപി.സപി.  ക്കുമ നല്കണമ
വപിഹപിതമ.   ടപികറപിതര  വരുമമനമ  വര്ധപിപപികമന്  പുതുവഴപികള
ആകലമചപിക്കുന്നെതപിനപിവടയമണക്സ്  വകഎസക്സ്ആര്ടപിസപി  യമതകമരുവട  വപിശപപിനു
പരപിഹമരകത്തമവടമപമ  സത്വനമ  നഷ്ടമ  നപികത്തമവനമരു  വഴപിയമ  കവണത്തപിയതക്സ്.
വകഎസക്സ്ആര്ടപിസപി പുതുതമയപി തുടങ്ങപിയ 'ലബപമസക്സ് ലറഡക്സ്  '  ബസുകളകമണക്സ് ഈ
പുതപിയ രദതപി ആകലമചപിക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  നഗരങ്ങളക്കുളപിവല തപിരക്കുമ കുരുക്കുമ ഉണമക്കുന്നെ
സമയനഷ്ടവമമഴപിവമകമന്  പൂര്ണമമയമ  ലബപമസക്സ്  കറമഡുകളപിലൂവട  യമത  വചയ്യുന്നെ
സര്വദസമണപിതക്സ്.    തപിരുവനനപുരത  നപിന്നെക്സ്  കദശദയപമത  വഴപി  വബമഗളൂരുവപിനുമ
എറണമകുളത്തപിനുമ കപമകമനമണക്സ് ഇകപമള സര്വദസക്സ്.  സമയതതവന്നെ എതവമന്നെക്സ്
ഉറപപികമനമണ ഈ നഗരക്കുരുക്കുകവള ഒഴപിവമക്കുന്നെതക്സ്.  

     (മ.മ., 28/01) 

കകമവപിഡക്സ് നപിയനണമ : കപമലദസപിനക്സ് വപികവചനമധപികമരമ പ്രകയമഗപികമമ

കകമവപിഡക്സ്  വധമപനമ  വര്ദ്ധപിക്കുന്നെ  പശമത്തലത്തപില്  നപിയനണങ്ങള  കര്ശനമമയപി
പമലപിക്കുനവവന്നെക്സ്  ഉറപമകമന്  മുഴുവന്  കപമലദസക്സ്  കസനമമഗങ്ങവളയമ
രമഗത്തപിറകമവമന ഡപിജപിപപി കലമകനമഥക്സ്  വബഹ്റയവട നപിര്കദശമ.  ജനങ്ങള കൂടമ
കൂടുന്നെതക്സ്  പരമമവധപി  ഒഴപിവമക്കുന്നെതപിനമയപിരപിക്കുമ  മുന്ഗണന.   ആവശധമുള
സലങ്ങളപില് വപികവചനമധപികമരമ പ്രകയമഗപികമനുമ  അനുമതപിയണക്സ്.  വഫബ്രുവരപി  10
വവരയമണ പുതപിയ ക്രമദകരണമ.  ജപിലമ കപമലദസക്സ്  കമധമവപികളകക്സ് ആവശധവമങപില്
വസഷല് യൂണപിറ്റുകളുവട കസവനമ വപിനപികയമഗപികമമ.   ബറമലപിയന് ഉകദധമഗസരുവട
കസവനവമ കതടമമ.  ലഹകവ പകട്രൈമള,  കണ്കട്രൈമള റൂമ വമഹനങ്ങള,  മറ്റു കപമലദസക്സ്
വമഹനങ്ങള എന്നെപിവയമ  രമഗതണമവമ.   ഒഴപിവമകമനമവമത്ത സമഹചരധങ്ങളപികല
അവധപി  അനുവദപിക്കൂ.   വസകറല്  മജപികസ്ട്രേറ്റുമമര്  ഉള  സലങ്ങളപില്  കപമലദസക്സ്
അവകരമവടമപമ  കചര്ന പ്രവര്ത്തപിക്കുമ.  കപമലദസക്സ്  ഉകദധമഗസര് സത്വനമ സുരക്ഷയ്ക്കു
കവണ മുന്കരുതലകള സത്വദകരപികണവമനമ നപിര്കദ്ദേശപിച്ചപിടണക്സ്. 

 (മ.മ., 29/01)
ശമ്പള വര്ധന 10%

സമസമന  സര്കമര്  ജദവനകമരുവട  ശമ്പളത്തപില്  കുറഞ്ഞതക്സ്  4,650  രൂപയവട
വര്ധന ഉറപമകപിയമ വദടവമടക അലവന്സക്സ് അടപിസമന ശമ്പളത്തപിവന  10%  വവര
നല്കമന്  നപിര്കദശപിചമ  11-ാം  ശമ്പളകമ്മേപിഷന്  റപികപമര്ടക്സ്  നല്കപി.   നപിലവപിവല
ശമ്പളത്തപില് നപിന ശരമശരപി  10%  ആണ വര്ധന.  എലമ അലവന്സുകളപിലമ  10%
വര്ധന നപിര്കദശപിച.  കുറഞ്ഞ അടപിസമന ശമ്പളമ 16,500  രൂപയപില് നപിനമ  23,000
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രൂപയമകപി.  കൂടപിയതക്സ്  1,20,0000  രൂപയപില്നപിന്നെക്സ്  1,66,800  രൂപയമകുമ.   കുറഞ്ഞ
ഇന്ക്രപിവമനക്സ്  700 രൂപ; കൂടപിയതക്സ്  3400 രൂപ. 2019  ജൂലല 1  മുതലമണ പ്രമബലധമ.
വര്ധപിപപിച്ച ശമ്പളമ ഏപ്രപില് മുതല് വപിതരണമ വചയ്യുമ.

 (മ.മ., 30/01)

80 കഴപിഞ്ഞമല് 1000 രൂപ അധപിക വപന്ഷന്

കുറഞ്ഞ വപന്ഷന് 11,500 രൂപ; കൂടപിയതക്സ് 83,400 രൂപ.  കുറഞ്ഞ കുടുമബ വപന്ഷന്
11,500  രൂപ;  കൂടപിയതക്സ്  50,040.  ഗമറ്റുവപിറപി  പരപിധപി  14  ലക്ഷമ രൂപയപില് നപിന  17
ലക്ഷമമകപി.  80 വയസ്സു കഴപിഞ്ഞവര്ക്കു മമസമ 1000 രൂപ അധപിക ബത്ത നല്കണമ.
വപന്ഷന്  നപിര്ണയ  രദതപി  നപിലവപില്  അവസമന  10  മമസവത്ത  ശമ്പളത്തപിവന
ശരമശരപിയവട  പകുതപിയമണക്സ്.   ഇതക്സ്  അവസമന  ശമ്പളത്തപിവന  പകുതപിയമകണമ.
അവസമന സമനകയറമ തമല്കമലപികവമങപില് മമതമ 10 മമസ ശരമശരപി കനമകമമ.
കുടുമബ വപന്ഷന് വമങ്ങുന്നെ മമനസപിക വവല്ലുവപിളപിയള കുടപികളക്കു പൂര്ണ വപന്ഷന്
നല്കണമ. 

 (മ.മ., 30/01)

നന്ദമവനമ കറമഡക്സ് ഇനപി 'സുഗതകുമമരപി' വദഥപി

ഓര്മയവട  പമതയപികലകക്സ്  അച്ഛവന  വഴപികയ  മകളുമ.  നന്ദമവനവത്ത  കവപി
കബമകധശത്വരവന  കപരപിലള  കറമഡപിനു  സമദപവത്ത  പ്രധമന  കറമഡപിനക്സ്  മകള
സുഗതകുമമരപിയവട  സമരകമമകമന്  നഗരസഭയവട  തദരുമമനമ.   കമവധകലമകത്തക്സ്
വപിശ്രുതരമയ അച്ഛനു മകളക്കുമ അനനപുരപിയവട ഹൃദയത്തപില് അടുത്തടുത്ത വദഥപികള
സമരകമമവനവവന്നെ അപൂര്വത ചരപിതത്തപിലമവമ.  മന്യൂസപിയമ ജമഗ്ഷനപിവല നന്ദമവനമ
വഴപി കബകറപി ജമഗ്ഷന് വവരയള കറമഡപിനക്സ് അനരപിച്ച കവപി സുഗതകുമമരപിയവട കപരു
നല്കപി. ഇന്നെവല കചര്ന്നെ കകമര്പകറഷന് കകണ്സപിലമണ തദരുമമനവമടുത്തതക്സ്.

 (മ.മ., 31/01)

9-ാം കമസക്സ് വവര ഇവകമലമ വമര്ഷപിക പരദക്ഷ ഒഴപിവമകമന് ആകലമചന

ഈ  അധധയന  വര്ഷമ  1  മുതല്  9  വവര  കമസുകളപിവല  വമര്ഷപിക  പരദക്ഷ
ഒഴപിവമകപികയക്കുമ.  പകരമ  തുടര്മൂലധനപിര്ണയ  മമതൃകയപില്  വപിലയപിരുത്തല്  നടത്തപി
സമനകയറമ  നല്കമനമണക്സ്  ആകലമചന.  1  മുതല്  9  വര  കമസുകളപിവല
വപിദധമര്തപികള  ഈ  അകമദമപികക്സ്   വര്ഷമ  സ്കൂളുകളപില്  എത്തപിയപിടപില.   കകമവപിഡക്സ്
വധമപനമ  രൂക്ഷമമയ  സമഹചരധത്തപില്  ലക്ഷകണകപിനു  വപിദധമര്തപികവള
പരദക്ഷയമയപി  സ്കൂളുകളപികലയ്ക്കു  വപിളപിചവരുത്തമന്  സര്കമര്  ഉകദ്ദേശപിക്കുന്നെപില.   അകത
സമയമ പരദക്ഷ ഒഴപിവമകമന് ഇകപമകഴ തദരുമമനപിച്ചമല് വപിദധമര്തപികള ഓണ്ലലന്
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പഠനമ  അവസമനപിപപിക്കുമ.   ഇതക്സ്  അവരുവട  വപിജമനകത്തയമ  തുടര്പഠനകത്തയമ
ബമധപിക്കുമ. ഈ സമഹചരധത്തപിലമണക്സ് സമനകയറമ നല്കുന്നെതപിനു മറക്സ് എവനങപിലമ
മമര്ഗമ ആരമയന്നെതക്സ്.  രണമഴ്ചയ്ക്കു കശഷമ തദരുമമനമ ഉണമകുവമന വപമതുവപിദധമഭധമസ
ഡയറകര് അറപിയപിച. 

 (മ.മ., 31/01)

*************
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NATIONAL NEWS 

Elaborate distribution plan on track as India awaits vaccine approval

India is gearing up to roll out a vaccine against the coronavirus disease (Covid-
19),  and has put  in a place an elaborate air  and road transport  network,  and
identified locations where it will be administered to people eligible for a dose in
the  first  phase.  A nod by the  Central  Drugs  Standard Control  Organisation’s
Subject  Expert  Committee  (SEC)  on  the  application  by  Pune-based  Serum
Institute of India (SII) for emergency use authorisation of its Covishield vaccine
is expected this in the coming days, and will then go to the drug regulator for a
final approval. The committee has been vetting the data from safety and efficacy
trials  conducted  by  SII.The  adenovirus  vaccine  has  been  developed  by  the
University of Oxford and AstraZeneca, which received regulatory approval in
the UK on Wednesday, brightening the chances of Covishield getting the green
light from the Drug Controller General of India (DCGI). Described as a “vaccine
for the world,” the manufactured-in-India candidate will  meet a large part  of
India’s vaccination needs because it is cheaper, easier to store and transport and
likely  be  available  in  greater  quantities  than  the  vaccines  developed  by
Pfizer/BioNTech. 

(H.T., 01/01)

Union ministry extends deadline for complete digital switch of toll
payments till February 15

In  a  major  relief  for  commuters,  the  National  Highways  Authority  of
India(NHAI) has extended the deadline for complete digital transformation of
toll  payments  till  February  15.  Earlier,  the  NHAI  had  mandated  that  all
commuters  will  have  to  pay  toll  fees  only  through  Fastags  from January  1.
Millennium City Expressway Private Limited(MCEPL),  the concessionaire  of
Kherki Daula toll plaza, had started making preparations for the digital switch
earlier this week. But it was soon observed that there are some technical issues
that need to be resolved. Further, nearly 15 to 20 percent of commuters are still
paying through cash  at  the  toll  plaza.  As  per  the  directions  issued  by union
ministry of road transport and highways on Thursday, fee payments can be made
via both Fastags and cash on the hybrid lanes of NHAI toll plazas till February
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15.However, in Fastag lanes, no cash payments will be allowed, stated the order.
Shashi Bhushan, project director, NHAI, confirmed that the deadline for digital
payments has been extended but said that they are prepared for the switch as 80
to  85  percent  of  commuters  on  Delhi-Gurgaon  Expressway  already  pay  via
digital mode. “We were ready to go digital buy it is likely that some of the plazas
in other parts of the country have still  need to work in this regard,” he said.
Bhushan  also  said  that  the  “myFastag”  mobile  application  can  be  used  by
commuters to.get real-time information about their cash balance. 

(H.T., 01/01)

India delivers humanitarian assistance, disaster relief support to 
cyclone-hit Fiji

India  on  Saturday  delivered  the  first  consignment  of  relief  materials  to  the
cyclone-hit  Fiji,  the  Ministry  of  External  Affairs  (MEA)  said.  Another
consignment is due to reach by January 6. The Ministry, in a statement, said over
6 tons of relief supplies were put together in a short span of time by the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and were airlifted to Fiji with the help of Air
India  and  Fiji  Airways  via  Sydney,  Australia.  Fiji  was  hit  by  a  Category  5
Tropical  Cyclone  Yasa  on  December  17-18,  2020,  which  caused  extensive
damage and destruction of critical infrastructure. “The relief material sent by the
Government  of  India,  consisting  of  shelter  and  hygiene  kits,  will  provide
immediate assistance to the cyclone-affected communities,” the statement read.
“Despite challenges posed by the pandemic, over 6 tons of relief supplies were
put together in a short span of time by the National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and were airlifted to Fiji with the help of Air India and Fiji Airways via
Sydney, Australia. This was possible thanks to the effective cooperation among
multiple agencies in three countries to deliver the relief material to Fiji in record
time,” it added.

(H.T., 02/01)

Scientists outline steps for safely receiving Covid-19 vaccine

Following accounts of potential allergies to the Covid-19 vaccines produced by
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, scientists have outlined steps on safely receiving
the second dose of the therapeutic in individuals who develop a reaction to their

January 2021_______________________   News Digest _________________________27



____________________________________________________National News

first  dose.  The  research,  published  in  the  Journal  of  Allergy  and  Clinical
Immunology: In Practice, summarised what is  currently known about allergic
reactions to vaccines like those developed against Covid-19. In the study, a team
of experts led by allergists at Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) in the US,
proposed detailed advice so that individuals with different allergy histories can
safely receive their Covid-19 vaccine. After closer review of the data related to
allergic reactions, the US FDA recommended that the mRNA vaccines, based on
the genetic material of the novel coronavirus, be withheld only from individuals
with a history of severe allergic reactions to any component of the Covid-19
vaccine. The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also advised that all
patients be observed for 15 minutes post-vaccination by staff who can identify
and manage such reactions. In the review research, Aleena Banerji, MD, clinical
director  of  the  Allergy  and  Clinical  Immunology  Unit  at  MGH  and  her
colleagues outlined steps on safely receiving the second dose in individuals who
develop a reaction to the first dose of Covid-19 vaccine.

(H.T., 02/01)

DCGI gives licensing permission to Bharat Biotech to manufacture 
Covaxin

The  Drugs  Controller  General  of  India  (DCGI)  on  Sunday  gave  licensing
permission  to  Bharat  Biotech  to  manufacture  Covaxin,  news  agency ANI 
reported. Bharat Biotech has been asked to submit updated safety, efficacy and
immunogenicity data from the ongoing Phase I, II and Ill clinical trials till the
completion of trials, it further said. Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI)
gives licensing permission to Bharat Biotech to manufacture COVAXIN. Bharat
Biotech asked to submit updated safety, efficacy & immunogenicity data from
the ongoing Phase I, II & Ill clinical trials till the completion of trials. The DCGI
gave final approval to two Covid-19 vaccines on Sunday, paving the way for a
huge inoculation program to stem the pandemic in the second worst-hit country.
The DCGI gave approval for the emergency use of two Covid-19 vaccines, one
developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University and the other by Hyderabad-
based  Bharat  Biotech  in  collaboration  with  the  Indian  Council  of  Medical
Research (ICMR) and National Institute of Virology (NIV).

(H.T., 03/01)
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NCW received 23,722 complaints in 2020, highest in six years

The National  Commission  for  Women received 23,722 complaints  of  crimes
committed against women in 2020, the highest in the last six years. Nearly one-
fourth of  the total  complaints were of  domestic  violence,  according to NCW
data. Among states, the highest number of complaints were received from Uttar
Pradesh at  11,872 followed by Delhi  2,635,  Haryana 1,266 and Maharashtra
1,188, it added. Of the 23,722 complaints, 7,708 complaints were received under
the right to live with dignity clause. The right to live with dignity clause takes
into account the emotional abuse of women. According to the NCW data, a total
of 5,294 complaints were related to domestic violence. NCW Chairperson Rekha
Sharma  said  economic  insecurity,  increased  stress  levels,  anxiety,  financial
worry, and lack of other such emotional support from parents/family’s side may
have resulted in domestic violence in many instances in 2020. The NCW was
flooded  with  complaints  of  domestic  violence  in  March  as  the  lockdown,
imposed in view of the coronavirus outbreak, forced women to remain confined
to  their  homes  with  their  abusers.  The  number  of  complaints  of  domestic
violence went on increasing through the months and in July, a record number of
660 such complaints were received.

(H.T., 03/01)

Centre draws plan for vaccine roll-out

From retired doctors and nurses to home guards and civil defence personnel and
even volunteers from the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathans, the Centre and state
governments  will  tap  every  human resource  that  is  available  for  the  smooth
implementation of the world’s largest vaccination drive against the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19). Each vaccination site, according to official guidelines, would
consist of at least three rooms and require a number of personnel to perform
specific duties. Vaccination Officer 1 would be from the police, home guards,
civil defence, the National Cadet Corps (NCC), National Service Scheme (NSS)
or the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan. His or her job would be to “check the
registration  status  of  a  vaccine  recipient  and  to  ensure”  that  entry  into  the
vaccination centre is regulated. India’s vaccination campaign against Covid-19 is
targeting offering protection against the viral disease to 300 million people by
July, including health-care workers, front-line workers and the people most at
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risk  of  infection.  They  would  be  inoculated  at  both  large  public  and private
health  facilities  with  a  minimum  of  100  vaccine  recipients  covered  in  each
session.

(H.T., 04/01)

77% Indian adults lost income due to Covid-19 pandemic: Survey

2020 has been a challenging year that no one could have predicted would turn
out in the manner in which it did. The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic sent
economic shockwaves globally, and its impact extended beyond an international
health crisis. The economic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, in India, led to the
reduction in economic activities, subsequently forcing businesses to scale or shut
down their  operations.  It  resulted in many families being affected due to the
sharp increase in unemployment. In November 2020, Lotto247.com conducted a
survey to  understand the financial  impact  the Covid-19 pandemic had on its
Indian market. Over 1,700 adults participated in the survey. The survey found
that  77% of  economically  active  adults  in  India  had  lost  income due  to  the
Covid-19 pandemic. According to the findings, the most affected age group were
adults in their 40’s. Over 80% of adults in the 40’s lost income as a result of the
pandemic.  Adults  in  their  50’s,  compared  to  those  in  their  40’s,  were  less
affected. However, 73% of them still lost income. Those aged 70 and older were
the least affected age group. Only 30% of them lost income due to the pandemic.

(H.T., 04/01)

NHRC recommends special Act against manual scavenging

The  National  Human  Rights  Commission  (NHRC)  has  made  a  series  of
recommendation  to  the  Centre  to  eradicate  manual  scavenging,  including
bringing a new Act on “hazardous cleaning” and taking strict action against local
authorities  who  employ  people  as  manual  scavengers.  It  has  also  asked  the
Centre to provide Rs10 lakh loan to manual scavengers’ family members so that
they can start some business activity. Subsequently, the National Crime Records
Bureau  (NCRB) should  monitor  the  sewer  deaths  in  its  reports,  it  said.  The
NHRC said the tall claims made by states that they have no manual scavengers
and zero sanitary latrines are “far from truth”. “Therefore, the Commission has
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recommended that accountability must be fixed in case of wrong reporting by the
concerned authorities about the number of manual scavengers in any region of
the  country,”  the  NHRC  said  in  a  statement  on  Monday.  Advocating  the
broadening  of  the  definition  of  manual  scavenging  to  cover  other  types  of
hazardous cleaning or enactment of a new law for it, the Commission has also
recommended  that  a  penal  section  may  be  put  in  law  to  prevent  the
discrimination and harassment faced by the children of manual scavengers and
women manual scavengers.

(H.T., 05/01)

2020 was eighth warmest year on record for India: IMD

Last year was the eighth warmest since India started keeping records in 1901,
according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD)’s Statement on Climate
of India in 2020. During the year, the annual average temperature in the country
was 0.29 degree Celsius (°C) above normal ( 29-year average from 1981-2010),
said the report  which looks at  temperature and rainfall  trends annually.  Such
temperature trends were reported despite the cooling effect of La Nina, a global
weather  pattern  that  prevailed  in  2020  and  is  linked  to  substantially  below
normal temperatures in winter. In 2016, India recorded the warmest year when
the mean land surface temperature was 0.71°C above normal. The temperature
during the pre-monsoon season was below normal by 0.03°C. But both monsoon
and post-monsoon seasons were 0.43°C and 0.53°C above normal, respectively,
and  that  contributed  to  warming.  The  mean  temperature  during  winter  was
0.14°C above normal. India’s warming was, however, significantly lower than
the global average. The global mean temperature rise during 2020 (January to
October,  as  per  the  World  Meteorological  Organisation’s  State  of  the  Global
Climate) was 1.2°C above pre-industrial levels. 

(H.T., 05/01)

Project to develop Central Vista gets 2:1 Supreme Court green light

A Supreme Court bench on Tuesday greenlighted the mega Central Vista project
by 2:1 majority,  saying there were no infirmities  in  clearances  granted to  it.
Justice  A M Khanwilkar,  writing  for  himself  and  Justice  Dinesh Maheswari,
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however, said authorities executing the project will have to get clearance from
the  Heritage  Conservation  Committee,  rejecting  the  Centre’s  stand  that  the
approval was to be taken subsequently.  The two judges found the process to
change  the  land  use  at  the  project  site  legal  and  valid.  They  also  found  all
notifications  issued  for  the  project  as  also  the  approval  granted  by  the
environmental  committee  valid.   The  majority  verdict  directed  the  Union
Ministry of Environment to set up smog towers as an integral part of the Central
Vista project and ordered use of environment-friendly construction material. On
the issue of award of contract to a Gujarat-based firm, the court held it was just
and proper.

(N.I.E., 06/01)

UK Covid variant: 13 more test positive in India, total now at 71

With 13 more people testing positive for the new UK variant of Sars-CoV-2, the
virus  that  causes  Coronavirus  disease  (Covid-19),  the  total  number  of  UK
returnees having tested positive for the mutant virus in the country has reached
71, the Centre has announced. The results are based on the genome sequencing
of positive samples released by the Indian Sars-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) labs  that  the  Centre  has  specifically  created  for  the  purpose  of
monitoring any kind of mutations in the virus. “As of now, there have been 71
positive cases detected of the new UK variant  from different  designated labs
across  the  country,”  said  Dr  Renu  Swarup,  secretary,  Department  of
Biotechnology,  in the media briefing on Tuesday.  The government  has asked
states to fast-track contact tracing of these positive cases, and isolate and test the
symptomatic contacts so as to curb the spread of infection that is known to be at
least 70% more infectious than the original virus.

(H.T., 06/01)

12 avian flu epicentres in India

Avian flu has been reported  at 12 epicentres in four States – Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh,  Himachal  Pradesh and  Kerala.   Directions  have  been  given  to  enforce
culling of sick birds as per the government’s 2015 National Avian Influenza Plan,
according to a press statement from the Ministry of Fisheries and Animal Husbandry
on Wednesday.  In these States, cases of bird flu have been confirmed in crows in
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Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, in “migratory birds” in Himachal Pradesh, and in
poultry and ducks  in  Kerala.  Avian influenza  (AI)  viruses  have been circulating
worldwide  for  centuries  with  four  known  major  outbreaks  recorded  in  the  last
century.  India notified the first outbreak of avian influenza in 2006.  Infection in
humans is not yet reported in India though the disease  has an animal origin.

(H., 07/01)

SC to study anti-conversion laws of Uttarakhand and U.P.

The Supreme Court on Wednesday agreed to examine the constitutional validity
of  laws  enacted  by  States,  such  as  Uttar  Pradesh  and  Uttarakhand,  that
criminalise  religious  conversion  via  marriage  and  mandate  prior  official
clearance before marrying into another faith. A Bench led by Chief Justice of
India  Sharad  A,  Bobde,  however,  did  not  stay  the  implementation  of  the
Prohibition  of  Unlawful  Conversion  of  Religion  Ordinance,  2020  and  the
Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018, despite fervent pleas by petitioners
that  “rampaging  mobs  are  lifting  off  people  in  the  middle  of  wedding
ceremonies,” buoyed by the enactment of the laws.

(H., 07/01)

 
IAF, airlines to be roped in for COVID-19 vaccine transport across India

Commercial airlines as well as the Indian Air Force are being roped in to transport
the vaccine vials as the government prepares to start giving the first jabs to immunize
the people against Covid-19 next week, said sources. The transportation of vaccines
to different parts of the country could begin Thursday evening or Friday morning.
Officials  in  the  Union  Health  Ministry,  in  consultation  with  the  National  Expert
Group on Vaccine Administration on Covid-19, aviation ministry and cargo operators
on Thursday prepared a detailed outline for vaccine transportation. The first vaccine
vials, said officials in the health ministry, are set to be from Pune where the Serum
Institute  of  India  has  manufactured  the  ‘Covidshield’  developed  by  Oxford
University-Astra Zeneca. The Centre has planned 41 mini-hubs across the country
for the distribution of vaccines, which are mostly in state capitals where they will be
stored before finally being dispatched to districts. Delhi and Karnal will be made
mini-hubs for northern India while for the eastern part of the country, Kolkata and
Guwahati will be the mini-hub for distribution. Guwahati will also be a nodal point
for the Northeast.

(N.I.E., 08/01)
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Sea of tractors touches capital from two sides ahead of Friday's 
talks between farmers, Centre.

Equipped with Google maps and contact details of points-persons appointed to
guide them, thousands of farmers in tractor-trolleys descended on the Eastern
and Western Peripheral Expressways on the outskirts of the national capital on
Thursday in a dress rehearsal of ‘tractor parade’ planned on Republic Day. At
least 5,000 tractors with over 10,000 farmers took part in the rally on the arc-
shaped  Kundli-Ghaziabad-Palwal  (Eastern)  and  Kundli-Manesar-Palwal
(Western) expressways. The show of strength came a day before the government
and the farmers’ unions sit for eighth round of talks. The rally was taken out
from four different points — Singhu to Tikri border, Tikri to Kundli, Ghazipur to
Palwal and Rewasan to Palwal. The farmers camping at Singhu and Tikri borders
entered the expressway from Kundli and Sampla, respectively. Both the groups
met midway before returning to their bases. The farmers protesting at Ghazipur
border met the group from Rewasan in Palwal, Haryana, and returned to their
camps.  Interestingly,  the  rally  on  KMP Expressway  was  joined  by  a  large
number  of  farmers  and  youngsters  from Haryana.  Both  at  Singhu  and  Tikri
borders,  it’s  the  farmers  from Punjab  who are  leading  the  stir.  Farmers  and
youngsters were also seen in cars and jeeps. At the KMP crossing, the volunteers
continuously made announcements and alerted the farmers to drive in a lane.

(N.I.E., 08/01)

Centre confirms bird flu outbreak in six states, deploys teams

The Centre on Friday bird flu outbreak in six states – Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Gujarat – and asked them to take the
required measures to contain the diseases.  In Delhi and some other states, too,
deaths of dozens of birds at a few places have been reported and the samples
have been sent for testing to check if the mortality was caused by the H5N1 virus
or its H5N8 sub-type.  The Centre has asked all the states to keep a vigil on any
unusual  mortality  among  birds  and  to  report  immediately  so  that  necessary
measures can be taken as quickly as possible.  Central teams have been deployed
to  visit Kerala, Haryana and Himachal for monitoring and for epidemiological
investigation.

(H., 09/01)
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India  to  chair  UNSC's  crucial  Taliban  and  Libya  sanctions
committees

India will head three jey panels in the United Nations Security Council after it
assumed a two-year-long non-permanent membership at the body on January 1.
The  panels  include  the  Taliban  sanctions  committee,  the  counter-terrorism
committee for the year 2022 and the Libya sanctions committee.  By heading the
Taliban sanctions commttee, India will get  a greater say in the Afghan peace
process  and  will  be  able  to  step  up  pressure  on  Pakistan  over  teh  issue  of
terrorism.   Reacting  on  the  development,  the  spokesperson  of  Ministry  of
External Affairs, Anurag Srivastava, said India's tenure would be guided by a
commitment  to  promote  responsible  and  inclusive  solutions  to  international
peace and security.

(N.I.E., 09/01)

Vaccination drive to start on January 16

The COVID-19 vaccination drive in India will begin on January16,  with priority
beging  given  to  an  estimated  three  crore  healthcare  workers  and  frontline
workers, the Health Ministry said on Saturday. The Ministry said this would be
followed by the voluntary vaccination of people above 50 and those below 50
with co-morbidities, numbering around 27 crore. The announcement followed a
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to review the status of the
pandemic in the country along with the preparedness of the States and the Union
Territories for the vaccination programme. The Ministry, in a release, said the
Drugs Controller General of India had granted Emergency Use Authorisation to
two vaccines- Covishield and Covaxin.

(H., 10/01)

Amid farmers’ protests, govt plans to scale up Kisan e-mart 

The Central government is planning to scale up the digital online platform, Kisan e-
mart, that allows farmers to directly sell their produce to private buyers, even as the
impasse  over  the  three  new  agricultural  laws  continues.  According  to  people
familiar with the matter, the pilot, which is currently active in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Haryana, will now be extended to Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Tripura, Gujarat and Telangana. The Kisan e-mart is a partnership between
Agri10x and the Common Services Centre (CSC) scheme, which operates under the
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Digital India project of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.
Nearly 375,000 CSCs are functional at the panchayat-level across India. Farmers
are allowed to register at the CSC and after their KYC is completed, they can sell
produce online without the hassle of having to transport it.

(H.T., 11/01)

Courts digitise 100 cr files during pandemic

The  pandemic  seems  to  have  paved  way  for  a  digital  transformation  in  the
judiciary.  Even as courts turned to virtual platforms to hear fresh cases during
the lockdown, several High Courts in the country completely digitised their old
case records during the same period. As many  as 13 High Courts has digitised
all their records, numbering around 100 crore.  With the digitisation, it is now
possible to monitor the real-time progress of cases.  Information on the status of
a case, date of hearing and the counsel involved is now available online.  The
process  involves  scanning  of  case  records  and  converting  them  into  digital
format.  According to the Ministry of Law and Justice, by the end of 2021 all
case records in the country, including in trial courts, will be completely digitised.
“The  digitisation  of  records  will  play  a  vital  role  in  shifting  a  daily  court
proceedings to virtual mode.  We have already studies the judicial system in five
countries where it is completely digitised.  We are also working on  a plan to
offer computer courses to fresh lawyers who are not well conversed with virtual
hearings,” a ministry  official said.

(N.I.E., 11/01)

Centre to bear expense of vaccinating frontline group

The Centre will bear the full expense of vaccinating three crore healthcare and
frontline  workers  in  the  first  phase.  This  was  confirmed  by  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi during his videoconference call with chief ministers on Monday.
“Health  workers,  both  government  and  private,  will  be  vaccinated  first.
Sanitation  workers,  other  frontline  workers,  defence  forces,  police  and  other
paramilitary  forces  will  also  be  vaccinated  in  the  first  phase,”  Modi  said.
Thereafter, those above 50 years and younger people with serious co-morbidities
will  be given the vaccine against  Covid-19.  During his  interaction with the
CMs, Modi said that apart from Covishield and Covaxin, four others are in the
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pipeline. The PM also said that politicians should not to try to get the vaccine in
the first phase. Vaccine rollout will begin on January 16 with the help of 61,000
managers and 2 lakh vaccinators and 3.7 lakh other vaccination team members,
the CMs were informed. The priority of vaccination has been decided as per
advice  of  experts  and  the  scientific  community  after  consultation  with  the
states, the Prime Minister said.

(N.I.E., 12/01)

Serum  Institute  receives  purchase  order  for  11  million  doses  of
COVID-19 vaccine from govt

The Union government on Monday placed a purchase order with Serum Institute
of India (SII) for 11 million doses of Oxford COVID-19 vaccine, Covishield,
each costing Rs 210 including GST, official sources said. Dispatch of the vaccine
is  likely  to  start  by  late  Monday evening,  they said.  According to  the  order
placed, each dose of the vaccine has been priced at Rs 200 and with GST of Rs
10,  it  would  cost  Rs  210.  The  health  ministry  is  also  likely  to  soon  sign  a
purchase order for another anti-coronavirus vaccine, Covaxin, which has been
indigenously developed by Bharat  Biotech,  a  source said.  Covishield vaccine
doses would be initially shipped to 60 consignee points from where those would
be distributed to various vaccination centres across India, the sources said. As
many as 2,54,500 doses of Covishield are set to be delivered at Delhi's central
storage, Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital, in Tahirpur. According to the
Health Ministry, two doses of the vaccine need to be taken by an individual 28
days apart to complete the immunisation schedule.

(N.I.E., 12/01)

Air India becomes 19th airline in world to fly plane over North pole

It was only once in August 2019 that an aircraft by an Indian Airline flew over
the North Pole. That was a validation flight by Air India aimed at proving to
various  regulators  its  prowess  to  fly  over  the  the  northernmost  point  on  the
planet. That solo effort has resulted in India getting clearance to fly over this icy,
inhospitable region. Air India on Sunday become the 19th airline in the world to
fly its plane over the North Pole. Flight no AI-176, steered by all-women cockpit
crew achieved this  historic  feat.  Guiding them every  second  was  Air  India's
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Executive Director of Flight Safety, Capt. Nivedita Bhasin. Bhasin already has
her name etched in Indian aviation's history books. When she was just 26 years,
became the youngest women pilot in the world to fly a Boeing 737. She also
flew the Second Dreamliner flight from Charleston in the US to India. Sharing
her time on the flight, the Captain said, "It was the first Polar flight and also the
longest,  for  Air  India,  and  so  I  was  brought  in  to  monitor  all  safety  related
aspects. I travelled as an observer, and carried our spot checks in the cabin and
on the ground in San Francisco. During the flight, I kept checking if everything
was going on smooth and as per plan. “ she told.

(N.I.E., 13/01)

Four more COVID-19 vaccines are in pipeline: Health Ministry

Four more COVID-19 vaccines are in the pipeline and their manufacturers may
approach  the  drug  controller  for  emergency  use  authorisation,  the  Health
Ministry said on Tuesday. Addressing a press briefing, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said Zydus Cadila,  Sputnik V,  Biological  E and Genova are
other vaccines also in the pipeline which are in advanced clinical trials in India.
"In the coming days you may see some of these vaccines too approaching the
drug  controller  for  emergency  use  authorization,"  Bhushan  said.  Elaborating
further,  Bhushan  said  Zydus  Cadilla  completed  Phase  2  clinical  trials  of  its
coronavirus vaccine in December of last year and has been granted approval for
Phase  3.  Similarly,  Phase  2  clinical  trials  of  Russia's  Sputnik-V COVID-19
vaccine have also concluded and Phase 3 trials are being carried out by its Indian
partner Dr. Reddy's laboratories, he said. In the case of Biological E, Bhushan
said the Phase 1 clinical trials of its vaccine started in December and Phase 2 is
expected  to  begin  in  March.  Genova's  RnA-based  COVID-19  vaccine  is
currently in Phase 1 with Phase 2 clinical trials likely to begin in March of this
year, he said.

(N.I.E., 13/01)

3 lakh healthcare  workers  in  2934 sites to  get  shot  on Day 1  of
vaccination drive

The Central Government has planned to inoculate around 300 lakh healthcare
workers at 2934 session sites on the first day of the world's biggest vaccination
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COVID-19 drive that begins from January 16 across India. "This is the biggest
vaccination drive in India so far and it has been decided to vaccinate about 300
lakhs healthcare workers at  2934 sites," a senior  government official  said on
Wednesday. Two COVID-19 vaccines -Covishield and Covaxin- have been given
Emergency  Use  Authorisation  in  the  country  after  going  through  established
safety and immunogenicity through a well prescribed regulatory process. These
vaccines may cost in the range of Rs 200 to 295 in the country. Earlier in the day,
the health ministry said that full initial procurement amount of 1.65 crore doses
of Covishield and Covaxin vaccines have been allocated to all states and Union
Territories was done in proportion of Health Care Workers database.

(N.I.E., 14/01)

Covid healthcare workers at risk of mental health problems: Study

More than half of doctors, nurses, and emergency responders involved in Covid-
19 care could be at risk for one or more mental health problems, including acute
traumatic stress, depression, anxiety, problematic alcohol use, and insomnia, as
per a study. While noting that the daily toll of Covid-19, as measured by new
cases and the growing number of deaths, overlooks a shadowy set of casualties,
the  researchers  found  that  the  risk  of  these  mental  health  conditions  was
comparable  to  rates  observed  during  natural  disasters,  such  as  9/11  and
Hurricane  Katrina.  "What  health  care  workers  are  experiencing  is  akin  to
domestic combat," said Andrew J Smith, Ph.D., director of the U of U Health
Occupational Trauma Program at the Huntsman Mental Health Institute and the
study's corresponding author. "Although the majority of health care professionals
and emergency responders aren't necessarily going to develop PTSD, they are
working under severe duress, day after day, with a lot of unknowns. Some will
be  susceptible  to  a  host  of  stress-related  mental  health  consequences.  By
studying both resilient and pathological trajectories, we can build a scaffold for
constructing evidence-based interventions for both individuals and public health
systems." The study appears in the Journal of Psychiatric Research.  

(N.I.E., 14/01)
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COVID-19  vaccines  interchangeability  not  allowed,  Pregnant,  lactating
women should not be administered shots: Centre to states

Interchangeability  of  COVID-19  vaccines  is  not  permitted  and  pregnant  and
lactating women should not be administered the shots as they have not been part
of any anti-coronavirus vaccine clinical trial so far, the health ministry said on
Thursday. In a letter to all states and Union territories, the ministry highlighted
that under the emergency use authorisation, coronavirus vaccination is indicated
only for 18 years and above. If required, COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines
should be separated by an interval of at  least  14 days.  "Interchangeability of
COVID-19 vaccines is not permitted. Second dose should also be of the same
COVID-19 vaccine which was administered as the first dose," the letter written
by  Manohar  Agnani,  Additional  Secretary,  Union  health  ministry  said.  The
ministry has listed precautions and contraindications for COVID-19 vaccination
along  with  a  comparative  factsheet  for  both  the  vaccines  (Covishield  and
Covaxin)  which  contains  information  on  vaccine  platform,  physical
specifications,  dosage,  cold-chain  storage  requirements,  contraindications  and
minor AEFIs (adverse event following immunization).

(N.I.E., 15/01)

Polio drops plan delayed due to mega Covid jab drive

As the  country  gears  up  to  launch  the  mega  anti-Covid-jab  drive  for  health
workers on January 16, children in the age group of 0-5 years will have to wait
to get their share of polio drops with the Government rescheduling the polio
immunisation programme from earlier January 17 to January 31 across India.
“The massive countrywide COVID-19 vaccination drive will be rolled out by the
Prime Minister from January 16. This would be the world’s largest immunisation
exercise. Therefore, it has been decided by the Health Ministry in consultation
with the office of the President of India to reschedule the Polio vaccination day,
also known as the National Immunisation Day (NID) or ‘Polio Ravivar’ to 31st
January,” the Ministry said in the statement. The decision is in keeping with the
stated policy of the Union Health Ministry to ensure that COVID management
and vaccination services as well as non-Covid essential health services proceed
in  tandem  without  adversely  impacting  each  other,  said  the  Union  Health
Ministry in a statement here on Thursday. The President will launch the Polio
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National  Immunisation Day on 30th January by administering Polio drops to
some children at the Rashtrapati Bhawan at 11:45 am, the statement said.

(N.I.E., 15/01)

EC allows govt to use voters’ data for vaccination, asks to delete it 
after drive

The Election Commission has agreed to share its  electoral  database with the
government  authorities  and  assured  “all  other  possible  help”  in  identifying
targeted beneficiaries at the polling station-level for the Covid-19 vaccination
drive.  It,  however,  has  asked  the  authorities  to  delete  the  data  once  the
vaccination process is completed. Sources aware of the development said the
EC’s nod came following Union Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla’s letter to
Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora, urging the panel to help authorities in
identifying people above 50 years of age at the polling station-level. The sources
said,  on  the  issue  of  data  security,  Bhalla  wrote  that  the  government  was
“complying  with  the  current  best  practices  for  ensuring  cybersecurity”  and
assured the panel that the data will be “used only for the purpose of vaccination”.
The  EC,  after  detailed  deliberations,  wrote  back  to  the  home  secretary  on
January 4, saying it has decided to render “full assistance” in the vaccination
drive and asked the government to ensure that the data is “strictly used for the
limited purpose for which it has been sought”, the sources said. Some senior EC
officials will be in touch with nodal officers of the MHA and the Union Health
Ministry to settle day-to-day issues, they said.

(N.I.E., 16/01)

Construction work of new Parliament building starts

The construction work of the new Parliament building started on Friday, a day
after ‘Makar Sankranti’, considered auspicious. “Excavation work has started at
the site where a sufficient number of labourers have been engaged to ensure that
the project is completed on time”, officials said. The site of the construction is
adjacent  to  the existing  Parliament,  which was completed  in  1927.  The new
building is being constructed by Tata Projects Ltd. The project is estimated to
cost  Rs  971  crore.  Tata  Projects  Ltd.  said  despite  the  35-day  delay  in  the
commencement of the construction work, it is confident that it will be able to
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deliver  the  project  on  or  before  time.  The  project  was  scheduled  to  start  in
December last, but construction and demolition at the site was put on hold while
legal challenges to the project were pending with the apex court. On December
7, the Supreme Court allowed the ground-breaking ceremony to take place after
the  government  submitted  an  affidavit  that  it  would  not  start  construction,
demolition and tree transplantation until the court gave its judgment. With the
judgment  clearing  the  project  on  January  5,  the  Central  Public  Works
Department  moved  the  HCC  for  approval,  which  was  granted  on  Monday,
according  to  HUA  Secretary  Durga  Shanker  Mishra.  The  new  Parliament
building will have a triangular shape and is expected to be completed by the 75th
anniversary of India’s independence in 2022. The government plans to hold the
monsoon session of Parliament in 2022 in the new building. PM Modi had laid
the foundation stone for the new Parliament building on December 10 last year.

(P., 16/01)

To promote desi toy makers, CSC joins hands with AICTE for ‘Toycathon-
2021’

To promote toy manufacturing among domestic players, particularly among rural
entrepreneurs, the Common Service Centre (CSC), an SPV under the Ministry of
Electronics and IT Ministry,  has joined hands with the All  India Council  for
Technical Education (AICTE) to organise ‘Toycathon-2021’. “Toycathon-2021 is
aimed at understanding the creativity among start-ups in rural areas, students and
professionals for developing and manufacturing toys. It is a unique opportunity
for students, teachers, start-ups and toy experts/professionals in India to submit
their innovative toys/games concepts and win prizes worth Rs.50 lakhs,” said
CSC Managing Director Dr Dinesh Tyagi. Toycathon-2021 is an inter-ministerial
initiative  involving  six  ministries.  Organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Education’s
Innovation Cell with support from AICTE, the initiative is being supported by
the  Ministry of  Women and Child  Development,  Ministry of  Commerce  and
Industry, Ministry of MSME, Ministry of Textiles and Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. Toycathon-2021 will be conducted through CSC Academy, an
arm of CSC, at 6,000 block and taluka level where CSC Academies are present.
“CSC  Academy,  a  not-for-profit  society  which  delivers  specialized
courses/training programmes,  and promotes  entrepreneurship  among the  rural
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masses, is best suited for this unique initiative due to its reach and expertise.

(P., 17/01)

Bharat Biotech to pay compensation if Covaxin causes side effects

Bharat Biotech, which has received a government purchase order for supply of
55  lakh  doses  of  Covaxin,  a  Covid-19  vaccine,  will  pay  compensation  to
recipients in case of any 'serious adverse' effects experienced after receiving the
antidote.  A consent form to be signed by the vaccine recipients said, “In case of
any adverse events or serious adverse events, you will be provided medically
recognised standard of care in the government designated and authorised centres
and hospitals.”  “The compensation for  serious adverse event will  be paid by
sponsor  (BBIL)  in  case  if  the  SAE  is  proven  to  be  causally  related  to  the
vaccine,”  the  form  said.  In  phase  1  and  2  clinical  trials,  Covaxin  has
demonstrated the ability to produce antidotes against COVID-19. However the
clinical efficacy of the vaccine is yet to be established and it is still being studied
in phase 3 clinical trials.  “Hence, it is important to appreciate that receiving the
vaccine does not mean that other precautions related to COVID-19 need not be
followed,” it added. According to an industry expert, the company is liable to
pay compensation to people in case of serious side effects caused by the vaccine
administered while in the clinical trial mode.

(P., 17/01)

Use of regional languages increased during 2018-2020 in Upper House

The  use  of  regional  languages  in  the  proceedings  of  Rajya  Sabha  increased
manifold  during  2018-2020  with  Sanskrit  emerging  as  the  fifth  widely  used
language  among  the  22  scheduled  languages  after  Hindi,  Telugu,  Urdu  and
Tamil. Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu has been regularly urging the members of
the House on the use of regional languages during the proceedings. According to
research done by the Rajya Sabha secretariat, while Hindi and English are the
widely used languages during the proceedings of the House, the use of 21 other
scheduled Indian languages (other than Hindi) has increased to over five times
(512 percent) per sitting in 2020 over that of the 14-year period between 2004
and 2017. During this period, four languages - Dogri, Kashmiri, Konkani and
Sonthali  - have been used for the first  time since the Rajya Sabha came into
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being in 1952 and another six languages - Assamese, Bodo, Gujarati, Maithili,
Manipuri and Nepali - have been used after a long gap. Rajya Sabha members
spoke  in  10  scheduled  languages  (other  than  Hindi)  in  the  House  on  269
occasions during 923 sittings between 2004 and 2017 at the rate of 0.291 per
sitting, the Rajya Sabha secretariat said. In 2020, 49 interventions in regional
languages were made during 33 sittings at the rate of 1.49 per sitting, marking an
increase to 512 per cent.

(P., 18/01)

All data pertaining to trials should be made public: Experts on COVID-19 
vaccine choices

A national  association  of  doctors  and  scientists  has  demanded  that  all  data
pertaining to COVID-19 vaccine trials should be made public to enable scientists
and healthcare workers to make informed choices regarding administration of
vaccination.  In  a  statement  issued  on  Sunday,  the  Progressive  Medicos  and
Scientists Forum said the Clinical Trial (PMSF) Phase 3 data should be evaluated
in a transparent manner as and when available for India for both vaccines and the
decision to grant Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) may be revisited once the
Phase  3  trials  are  completed.  They demanded  that  all  data  pertaining to  the
vaccine trials should be made public to enable scientists and healthcare workers
to make informed choices regarding administration of vaccines for themselves
and for their larger communities. "All healthcare workers should have an option
for opting out without any fear, coercion or any other adverse impact on them,
including linking vaccination status to air travel restrictions," it said. The body
further demanded that the continuation or eligibility for working as healthcare
should not have any precondition of COVID-19 vaccination, as is being done in
a few countries.

(N.I.E., 18/01)

India to send 20 lakh Covid-19 vaccines to Dhaka, Pakistan explores
options

While India plans to send 20 lakh doses of Covid-19 vaccines to Bangladesh,
another neighbour, Pakistan, is exploring options to get made-in-India vaccines,
either through a global alliance for vaccines or through the bilateral route, The
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Indian Express has learnt. On Monday, authorities in Bangladesh confirmed that on
Wednesday, January 20, a specially equipped plane will carry 20 lakh doses of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine — manufactured in  India by the Serum Institute of
India under the name Covishield — to Dhaka. The consignment will be handed over
to  the  Bangladesh  government  by  the  Indian  High  Commission  in  Dhaka.
Bangladesh has had more than 5 lakh cases of Covid, with about 7,900 deaths so far.
Pakistan’s move to source Indian vaccines comes after the country’s drug regulator,
the Drug Regulatory Authority  of  Pakistan (DRAP),  over the weekend approved
Oxford-AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 vaccine for emergency use. Pakistan has reported
more than 5 lakh Covid cases and almost 11,000 deaths.

(P., 19/01)

Over 3.81 lakh receive COVID jabs, 580 adverse events reported

A total of 3,81,305 beneficiaries have so far been vaccinated for Covid-19 and
580 adverse events following immunisation were reported in the first three days
of  the  inoculation  drive  in  the  country,  the  Union  Health  Ministry  said  on
Monday. It also said of the two deaths reported, the death of 52-year-old Mahipal
Singh from Moradabad in UP (who was vaccinated on January 16 and died on
the evening of January 17) was not related to vaccination as per the post mortem
report. “The postmortem report by a board of three doctors revealed death due to
reveals the immediate cause of death as a cardio-pulmonary disease (pockets of
pus  in  lungs,  enlarged  heart)-  not  related  to  vaccination,”  Manohar  Agnani,
additional secretary in the health ministry, said at a press briefing.Agnani said
1,48,266 beneficiaries were vaccinated across 25 states and Union Territories till
5  pm  on  Monday.  The  second  person  to  die  was  a  43-year-old  man  in
Karnataka’s  Bellary.  The  government  said  “the  cause  of  death  anterior  wall
infarction with cardio-pulmonary failure”. 

(N.I.E., 19/01)

Indian military team to leave for Russia soon to train on operational 
aspects of S-400 missiles

A group of Indian military personnel is leaving for Russia in the next few days to
undergo training on key operational aspects of the S-400 air defence systems as
Moscow looks at supplying the first batch of the missile to India later this year,
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officials said on Tuesday.  Russian Ambassador Nikolay R Kudashev interacted
with the group at an event in the Russian embassy on Tuesday during which he
said the S-400 programme is one of  the flagship projects in further  boosting
military cooperation between the two countries.  He said Indo-Russia  military
and military-technical  ties were based on "ever-growing extraordinary mutual
interest", coherence, consistency and complementarity. In October 2018, India
had signed a USD 5 billion deal with Russia to buy five units of the S-400 air
defence  missile  systems,  notwithstanding  a  warning  from  the  Trump
administration that going ahead with the contract may invite US sanctions. India
made the first tranche of payment of around USD 800 million to Russia for the
missile systems in 2019. The S-400 is known as Russia's most advanced long-
range surface-to-air missile defence system.

(N.I.E., 20/01)

India to provide Covid jabs to friendly countries

Following request from several countries for its two vaccines—Covishield and
Covaxin, India is all set to provide the jabs under grant assistance to Bhutan,
Maldives,  Bangladesh,  Nepal,  Myanmar  and  Seychelles,  to  begin  with  from
Wednesday. It will also send shipments to Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and Mauritius
as well on receipt of necessary regulatory clearances. However, India said that it
will be ensured that domestic manufacturers will have adequate stocks to meet
domestic  requirements  while  supplying  abroad.  In  a  tweet,  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi said India is deeply honoured to be a “long-trusted” partner in
meeting the healthcare needs of the global community and that supplies of the
vaccines  to  several  countries  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  and  more  will
follow in the days ahead. India is one of the world’s biggest drugmakers, and an
increasing number  of  countries  have  already approached it  for  procuring the
coronavirus vaccines.  The Ministry of  External  Affairs said India will  supply
Covid-19 vaccines to partner countries over the coming weeks and months in a
phased manner keeping in view the domestic requirements. In a statement, the
MEA  said  India  has  received  several  requests  for  the  supply  of  Indian-
manufactured vaccines from neighbouring and key partner countries.

(P., 20/01)

January 2021_______________________   News Digest _________________________46



____________________________________________________National News

Narendra Modi government proposes to put farm laws on hold for 
two years to break the ice

The tenth round of talks with the protesting farmers on Wednesday opened a
window of opportunity to break the deadlock on the contentious farm laws with
the Centre proposing to constitute a new committee as also keeping the laws on
hold for two years or more and the farmers agreeing to consider them. The two
sides will meet again on Friday, when the farmers are expected to spell out their
stand  on  the  suggestions  after  holding  consultations  among  themselves  on
Thursday. The fact that the government came out with new proposals and the
farmers agreed to examine them are being seen as signs of accommodation from
both sides. Until Wednesday, the government’s consistent stand was that it was
ready to amend the laws while the farmers remained firm in their  repeal-or-
nothing demand. Sources said the Centre, during the meeting, urged the farmers
to consider  its  proposal  for  an hour separately.  The two sides broke off  into
different rooms following which the farmer unions agreed to consider the offer.
However, they insisted that their demand of repealing the laws still stands.

(N.I.E., 21/01)

Names of 20 'Galwan heroes' inscribed on national war memorial

The names of 20 Indian Army personnel, who were killed while valiantly fighting
Chinese troops in Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh in June last year, were inscribed
on the National War Memorial ahead of the Republic Day, official sources said. Col
B Santosh Babu, the commanding officer of the 16 Bihar regiment, was among the
Indian soldiers who laid down their lives in the fierce hand-to-hand combat on June
15, an incident that marked one of the most serious military conflicts between the
two sides in decades. China is yet to disclose the number of its soldiers killed and
injured  in  the  clash  though  it  officially  admitted  to  having  suffered  casualties.
According  to  an  American  intelligence  report,  the  number  of  casualties  on  the
Chinese side  was  35.  The  Galwan Valley  clash  had  escalated  the  border  row in
eastern Ladakh and resulted in a large deployment of troops and heavy weaponry by
both the armies at the friction points. "The names of the Galwan heroes have been
inscribed at the National War Memorial," said a source. Some of these soldiers are
also likely to be honoured with gallantry awards on the Republic Day.

(N.I.E., 21/01)
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Centre modifies CoWIN app to address lower vaccination

Amid  reports  of  low turnout  of  beneficiaries  for  Covid-19  vaccinations  and
wastage  of  vaccines,  the  Centre  has  modified  the  CoWIN app,  the  platform
driving the immunisation drive, to allow registered but non-allocated individuals
to take the shots. This new feature will permit states to accommodate walk-ins,
especially at centres where less than 100 people per day, as planned, are taking
the jabs. “While the average vaccination sessions allowed per site are 100, in a
majority of the states, fewer people were turning up as a result of which a large
number of vaccines were getting wasted,” said an official in the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare. “Therefore, following requests by the states, we
have created a provision in the app to also accommodate registered beneficiaries
scheduled to take the jab on other dates.” The pace of the vaccination, since the
launch on January 16, however, has been slower than expected and till Thursday
10,40,014 beneficiaries had taken either Covishield or Covaxin across India.

(N.I.E., 22/01)

Farmers draw hard line, reject Centre’s offer to stay farm laws

Drawing the hard line to press for the repeal of the new agriculture laws, farmer
unions Thursday rejected the Centre’s offer to keep the laws in abeyance for 18
months and form a joint committee to address grievances. The unions, scheduled
to return to  the talks  table  Friday,  were virtually  split  down the middle at  a
meeting to discuss the Centre’s offer. Sources told The Indian Express that of the
32 unions from Punjab, more than a dozen were in favour of accepting the offer,
but the majority vote carried the resolution to reject the offer. A statement on
behalf  of  the  Samyukt  Kisan  Morcha,  the  umbrella  body  of  organisations
spearheading the protest,  released by Darshan Pal of Krantikari Kisan Union,
stated: “In a full general body meeting of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha today, the
proposal put forth by the Government yesterday was rejected. A full repeal of
three central farm acts and enacting a legislation for remunerative MSP for all
farmers were reiterated as the pending demands of the movement.”

(I.E., 22/01)
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Women army officers once again move SC for grant of permanent 
commission, promotions and benefits

Eleven  women  army  officers  have  moved  the  Supreme  Court  seeking
compliance  of  its  February  last  year  directions  to  the  Centre  for  grant  of
permanent commission, promotions and consequential benefits to them "in an
inclusive, fair, just and reasonable manner". In a plea, Lieutenant Colonel Ashu
Yadav and 10 other women Army officers alleged that the directions were not
being complied with in "letter and spirit". The procedures for grant of permanent
commission  is  "vitiated  with  arbitrariness,  unfairness  and  unreasonableness",
they alleged in the petition, which is scheduled to be taken up for hearing by a
bench  headed  by  Justice  D Y Chandrachud  on  January  27.  "The respondent
institution  is  not  leaving  any  possibility  of  thrusting  their  stand  of  unequal
treatment to the women officers indirectly by trapping them into technical and
procedural  formalities  and  consequential  denial  of  their  rights,"  it  said.  The
conduct of the Centre suggests that it is "playing a psychological warfare with
these women officers" to avoid every possibility of granting them the benefits of
permanent commission, promotion and consequential benefits, which is in clear
violation of the order dated February 17, 2020, the plea said.

(N.I.E., 23/01)

Ministry of Home Affairs asks States, UTs to protect, rehabilitate 
transgenders

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has written a letter to all chief secretaries
of Union Territories and states on protection of rights of transgender persons and
also directed them to sensitise  police and prison officials  in  this  regard.  The
Ministry  has  also  said  that  all  states  are  required  to  protect  and  rehabilitate
transgenders.  "The  law  mandates  adequate  steps  to  be  taken  by  the  State
Governments/Union Territories for not only providing for welfare measures to be
taken  but  steps  to  be  taken  for  rescue,  protection  and  rehabilitation  of  a
transgender person," read the MHA's letter. The MHA has said that under section
18  of  the  Transgenders  (Protection  of  Rights)  Act,  2019,  it  is  a  punishable
offence in case anyone compels or entices a transgender person to indulge in the
act  of  forced or  bonded labour other  than any compulsory service for  public
purposes imposed by the government. While giving details of the act, MHA said
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if someone denies a transgender person the right of passage to a public place or
obstructs such person from using or having access to a public place to which
other members have access to or a right to use, forces or causes a transgender
person to leave the household, village or other place of residence, it also falls
under the category of punishable offence.

(N.I.E., 23/01)

Bird flu confirmed in 12 Indian states for crow, migratory and wild 
birds: Centre

The central government on Saturday informed that avian influenza or bird flu has
been  confirmed  in  nine  states  for  poultry  birds  and  in  12  states  for  the  crow,
migratory  and  wild  birds  till  January  24.  "Till  January  24  outbreaks  of  Avian
Influenza  (Bird flu)  have been confirmed in  9 States  (Kerala,  Haryana,  Madhya
Pradesh,  Maharashtra,  Chhattisgarh,  Uttarakhand,  Gujarat,  Uttar  Pradesh  and
Punjab) for poultry birds and in 12 states (Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh,  Himachal  Pradesh,  Gujarat,  Uttar  Pradesh,  Uttarakhand,  Delhi,
Rajasthan,  Jammu  and  Kashmir  and  Punjab)  for  Crow/Migratory/  Wild  birds,"
informed the  Ministry of  Fisheries,  Animal  Husbandry  & Dairying.  Control  and
Containment Operations (Cleaning and Disinfection) are going on in the rest of the
affected epicenters of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and
Uttarakhand. Compensation is paid to farmers whose poultry birds, eggs and poultry
feed are culled/disposed of by the state as per the action plan. "The Department of
Animal Husbandry & Dairying (DAHD), Government of India provides funds to
states / UTs on a 50:50 sharing basis under Assistance to States for control of animal
diseases  (ASCAD)  component  of  its  Livestock  Health  and  Disease  Control
Scheme," the ministry said.

(N.I.E., 24/01)

Downloadable e-version of voter card to be launched on January 25

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad will on Monday launch the electronic version
of the voter identity card which can be downloaded on a mobile phone or a
personal  computer.  The  e-elector  photo  identity  card  is  non-editable  digital
version of the elector photo identity card and it can be saved in facilities such as
digital  locker  and  can  be  printed  in  the  PDF  format,  Election  Commission
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officials  said.  "Union  minister  Ravi  Shankar  Prasad  will  launch  the  e-EPIC
programme and distribute e-EPICs and Elector Photo Identity Cards to five new
voters," a Commission statement said on Sunday. The physical card takes time to
print and reach the voter,  and the idea is to provide faster  delivery and easy
accessibility to the document, the statement said. The Aadhaar card, Permanent
Account Number (PAN) card and driving licence are available in digital mode.
Introduced in 1993, the elector photo identity cards are acceptable as proof of
identity and address. The e version of the voter card is being launched to mark
the anniversary of the Election Commission.

(N.I.E., 24/01)

Next-generation surface-to-air Akash missile successfully test-fired

Achieving  a  major  milestone  in  the  ongoing  Surface  to  Air  Missile  (SAM)
programme, India on Monday successfully conducted the first test of Akash-New
Generation (NG) aiming to bolster country’s air defence capabilities.The missile
was launched from a mobile platform at the Launching Complex - III  of the
Integrated Test Range off Odisha coast at about 2.30 pm against an electronic
target.  Defence sources said, the missile intercepted the target with text book
precision  having  met  all  the  test  objectives  by  performing  high  manoeuvrs
during the trajectory. Performance of the command and control system, onboard
avionics  and  aerodynamic  configuration  of  the  missile  was  successfully
validated during the maiden trial.Akash-NG is a new generation SAM system
meant for use by Indian Air Force to intercept high manoeuvring low radar cross
section aerial threats.  This advanced variant comes with Active Electronically
Scanned Array (AESA) multi-function radar that features all three functions -
search, track and fire control in one platform. The earlier version is guided by
phased array fire control radar.The missile, with canisterised launcher and much
smaller ground system footprint, has been developed with better deployability
compared to other similar systems. The multi function radar was tested for its
capability of integration with new missile system.

(N.I.E., 25/01)

COVID  persistence  may  lead  to  regional  strains  with  improved  fitness:
Study
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Following a study of genomes of various variants of Covid-19 virus from over 2
lakh samples, scientists have predicted that the persistence of pandemic may lead
to the emergence of newer regional strains with improved fitness. The scientists
analysed 200,865 SARS-CoV-2 genome sequences from 155 countries, which
had 2.58 million mutations as  of  late last  year  as  compared to  the reference
Wuhan strain. They found about 39% synonymous mutations, mutations that are
usually minor and do not change the amino acids while about 51% were non-
synonymous mutations, which are mutations that change the amino acids. Upon
comparing the  variants  predominant  in  the  three new strains,  the  researchers
found  four  common  hotspot  mutations,  noted  scientists  attached  with  the
Integrated Cancer Genomics Laboratory,  Homi Bhabha National  Institute  and
Institute  of  Advanced  Virology,  Kerala.  Their  paper  “Evolving  Insights  from
SARS-CoV-2 Genome from 200K COVID-19 Patients” says that N501Y was the
base mutation in all  the three variants,  with the South African and Brazilian
strains showing additional E484K mutation in the spike protein.

(N.I.E., 25/01)

Over  139  million  Indian  women  now  use  modern  methods  of
contraception: Report

Over  139  million  women  and  girls  in  India  now  use  modern  methods  of
contraception,  according  to  a  new  report  released  on  Tuesday.  The  report
published by FP2020, a global partnership that supports the reproductive rights
of women and girls, details the progress achieved in family planning over the
past  eight  years.  In  13  low-income  countries,  the  number  of  modern
contraceptive  users  has  doubled  since  2012  and  more  than  121  million
unintended  pregnancies,  21  million  unsafe  abortions,  and  1,25,000  maternal
deaths  were  prevented  in  the  last  year  alone,  the  report  said.  As  a  result  of
contraceptive use in India, more than 54.5 million unintended pregnancies were
prevented, and 1.8 million unsafe abortions and 23,000 maternal deaths averted
in the last year alone. In 2017, India updated its FP2020 commitment with two
very specific, data-driven pledges: to invest USD 3 billion of domestic resources
in family planning by 2020, and to increase the country's modern contraceptive
prevalence for married women from 53.1 per cent to 54.3 per cent by 2020, with
74 per cent of the demand for modern contraceptives satisfied. Both of those
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commitments have been fulfilled. "India continues to be one of the countries
with  the  highest  levels  of  domestic  government  expenditure,  reflecting  the
governments' commitment to its family planning programmes," the report said.

(N.I.E., 26/01)

Samyukta Kisan Morcha disassociates itself from violence during tractor 
parade

Farmers' union body Samyukta Kisan Morcha Tuesday disassociated itself from
those  who indulged  in  violence  during  the  tractor  parade,  and  alleged  some
"antisocial elements" infiltrated their otherwise peaceful movement. The union
also condemned and regretted the "undesirable" and "unacceptable" events as the
parade  turned violent  after  several  groups  of  farmers  deviated  from the  pre-
decided route for the march. The Samkyukta Kisan Morcha, an umbrella body of
41 farmer unions, is leading the protest against the three central farm laws at
several  border  points  of  Delhi.  "We  thank  farmers  for  the  unprecedented
participation in today's  farmers'  Republic  Day Parade.  We also condemn and
regret the undesirable and unacceptable events that have taken place today and
dissociate ourselves from those indulging in such acts. "Despite all our efforts,
some  organisations  and  individuals  have  violated  the  route  and  indulged  in
condemnable  acts.  Antisocial  elements  had  infiltrated  the  otherwise  peaceful
movement. We have always held that peace is our biggest strength, and that any
violation would hurt the movement," the farmers' body said in a statement.

(N.I.E., 26/01)

Covaxin effective against U.K. virus variant, says study

Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin has been found to neutralise the U.K. variant of the
COVID-19 virus  with “similar  efficiency” as the strain used for  making the
vaccine  and hence  “dispels  the uncertainty of  possible  neutralisation  escape”
following  vaccination,  say  results  posted  on  the  bioRxiv  preprint  server.
Preprints are yet to be peer-reviewed and published in medical journals.  The
work was carried out by researchers from ICMR and Bharat Biotech, Hyderabad.
The sera  from people  vaccinated with Covaxin  were tested against  the same
strain used for making the vaccine, another strain found in India, and the U.K..
variant. The median ratio of 50%  nuetralisation of sera was found to be 80% for
the U.K. variant and 90% for the strain circulating in India, but different from the
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one used for making the vaccine,  Dr. Samiran Panda of the ICMR and one of the
authors of the preprint told The Hindu.

(H., 28/01)

‘A global Challenge to deliver vaccine’

If 2020 was the year of discovery of COVID 19 vaccines 2021 will be the year
India faces the challenge of getting them to people across the world who most
need it.   Union Health Minister  Harsh Vardhan,  who is  the Chairman of the
Executive Board of the World Health Organisation, has said. He chaired the 148 th

session  of  the  Board  on  Tuesday,  said  a  press  release  issued  by  the  Health
Ministry on Wednesday.  The release said Anthony Fauci, chief medical adviser
to the U.S. President, addressed the Board on behalf of the Biden administration,
announcing that the U.S. would remain a member of WHO and fulfil its financial
obligations,  with  continued  technical  collaboration  at  all  levels,  including
through its collaborating centres.

(H., 28/01)

Farmers face pushback at protest sites

There was a confrontation like situation on the Singhu border on Thursday when
a group of  people,  claiming to be locals,  staged a  demonstration against  the
farmer's  agitation demanding that  the inter-state  highway be cleared.   As the
agitation was nearing the two-month mark, heavy security was deployed and all
entry  points  to  the  protest  site  were  barricaded  by  security  personnel,  with
farmer's on one side and the locals on the other.  Mahesh Chauhan, a resident of
the Pala Village, said “The road has been blocked for over two months now and
it is causing inconvenience to all, including labourers and villages.” “We want
the road cleared.  Today, we have come as a relatively small group. Tomorrow, a
larger number of villagers will be gathering here”, he added.  Meanwhile the
Ghaziabad administration and farmer unions continued at the Ghazipur border
late on Thursday following orders to vacate the site.  

(H., 29/01)

More 'Made in India' COVID-19 vaccines on the way, says PM

Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modi  said  on  Thursday  that  more  'Made  in  India'
COVID-19 vaccines are on the way to help speed up the world's vaccination
efforts,  and  India's  economy  would  help  global  growth  recover  from  the
aftermath of the pandemic.  “So far, there are only two Made in India Vaccines
available.   In  the  coming  days,  many  more  vaccines  are  expected  to  arrive.
These will help the world vaccinate more people in an expediatious way,” said
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the  Prime  Minister  at  the  World  Economic  Forum's  virtual  Davos  Summit.
Seeking to assuage concerns about India's self reliance aspirations as enunciated
under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Programme, the Prime Minister said this drive
would support globalism with a new vigour. “I would like to assure all here that
India's every success. Even Atma Nirbhar Bharat is committed to global supply
chains. We have the capacity and reliability to be a part of the global supply
chain. We have large consumer base as were and as it grows, it will help the
world's economy too he said. 

(H., 29/01)

Economic Survey predicts 11% growth next fiscal

India’s economy is firmly in the middle of a V-shaped recovery and will bounce
back to record 11% growth in 2021-22 after an  estimated 7.7 % contraction this
year,  as  per  a  “conservative”  estimate  in  the  Economic  Survey for  2020-21,
which termed this a “lockdown dividend” from the country’s stringent response
to the COVID-19 pandemic.Making a strong pitch for the government to loosen
its purse strings to spur the economy with a “counter-cyclical fiscal push” till the
country  returns  to  its  pre-COVID-19  growth  path,  the  survey,  tabled  in
Parliament on Friday, defended the conservative fiscal stimulus during the initial
phase of the pandemic, stating that pushing down on the accelerator while the
brakes  are  clamped  “only  wastes  fuel”.  Comparing  the  Indian  economy’s
resurgence  from the collapse in the first two quarters of the year to the country’s
recent  cricketing  fortunes,  which  recovered  swiftly  from  the  lows  of  being
bowled out for 36 in the Adelaide Test to register a series win against Australia,
Chief Economic Adviser Krishnamurthy Subramanian indicated that it was time
to switch fiscal gears to a more  aggressive approach.

(H., 30/01)

Govt. tightens oversight on funds received by NGOs

The Union Home Ministry has laid down a charter for banks which says that
“donations  received  in  Indian  rupees”  by  non-governmental  organisations
(NGOs) and associations from “any foreign source even if that source is located
in India at the time of such donation” should be treated as foreign contribution.
As per the existing rules, all  banks have to report to the Central government
within 48 hours the “receipt or utilisation of any foreign contribution” by any
NGO, association or person whether or not they are registered or granted prior
permission  under  the  FCRA.   Last  September,  the  Foreign  Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010, was amended by Parliament and a new provision that
makes it mandatory for all NGOs to receive foreign funds in a designated bank
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account at the State Bank of India’s (SBI) New Delhi branch was inserted.
(H., 30/01)

Govt. plans law to ban bitcoin, set up official digital currency

India plans to introduce a law to ban private cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin and
put in place a framework for  an official  digital  currency to be issued by the
central bank, according to a legislative agenda listed by the government. The law
will “create a facilitative framework for creation of the official digital currency
to be issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),” the agenda, published on the
lower house website on Friday, showed.  The legislation, listed for debate in the
current Parliamentary session, seeks “to prohibit all private cryptocurrencies in
India,  however,  it  allows  for  certain  exceptions  to  promote  the  underlying
technology for cryptocurrency and its uses,” the government said.

(H., 31/01)

‘7% of those aged 10 years or older exposed to virus by August
2020’

Approximately one in 15 individuals aged 10 years or older in India is likely to
have gone through a SARS –CoV-2 infection by August 18, 2020, according to
the  findings  of  a  survey  published  in  the  Lancet  Global  Health.  Adult  sero-
prevalence increased approximately tenfold between May and August, 2020, said
the survey that was funded by the Indian Council of Medical Research.  The
study,  titled  ‘SARS-CoV-2  antibody  sero-prevalence  in  India,  August  –
September 2020’, found that sero-prevalence was highest in urban slums. The
survey  added  that  the  lower  infection-to-case  ratio  in  August  than  in  May
reflected a substantial increase in testing across  the country.  Serum samples
were collected from 29.082 individuals from 15.613 households between August
18 – September 20, 2020.

(H., 31/01)

*************
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NEWS FROM OTHER STATES

ANDHRA PRADESH

Andhra Pradesh intermediate board to implement 1:40 teacher-student ratio

The Board of Intermediate Education (BIE), the regulator of the crucial two-year
intermediate course in Andhra Pradesh, will implement a teacher-student ratio of
1:40  from  the  next  academic  year,  2021-22,  an  official  said  on  Thursday.
However,  for  the  current  2020-21  academic  year,  obeying  the  Andhra  High
Court ruling, BIE will allow a maximum number of 88 students per classroom.
“Yes, definitely we will reduce it to 40. Whatever studies the High Court has
directed us to do, we will conduct them,” BIE secretary V. Ramakrishna told.
The BIE envisioned restricting the number of  students in a classroom to 40,
adhering to international standards of the teacher-student ratio, considering the
endless number of students corporate colleges were cramming into classrooms.
However, the court allowed 88 students per classroom for this academic year.
Ramakrishna himself is clueless about who recommended this 88 ratio earlier,
which was existing as a government order even before the court recommended
it. The state government has chosen not to challenge the High Court ruling in the
Supreme Court as students and parents are eager to start the academic year after
the time they lost due to the corona virus pandemic.

(P., 08/01)

ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Arunachal to hire porters to transport food grains

Arunachal Pradesh has sought a return to the British-era system of using porters
to transport  foodgrains in remote administrative circles to save on air freight
charges paid or payable to the Indian Air Force(IAF).  Appointment of porters
under the Auxiliary Labour Corps was stopped after Arunachal Pradesh attained
statehood in 1987.

(H., 10/01)
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BIHAR

Vocational training for shelter home girls across Bihar

Self reliance is the keyword the state government is banking on to transform the
lot of girls sheltered in various care homes in Bihar. Under a new model, the
government  aims  to  make  all  girls  at  state-sponsored  institutions  self-reliant
through vocational training by the time they turn 18. The plan is significant as it
comes in the wake of the 2018 sex scandal at a Muzaffarpur-based Girls Shelter
Home.  After  having  sent  14  girls  from  the  shelter  homes  at  Begusarai,
Madhubani,  Patna,  Mothari,  and  Purnia  to  Bengaluru  and  other  cities  for
vocational  training  in  2020,  they  plan  to  send  another  batch  of  30  girls  to
participate in a programme on hotel management. The girls would be sent to
Bengaluru,  among  other  cities,  in  association  with  the  Children  and  Human
Rights Organisations Centre for Juvenile Justice. “Now, the second batch of 30
inmates – educated up to classes VI and VII – will be sent to Bengaluru for
training on housekeeping to make them financially self reliant,” the director of
the department said.

(N.I.E., 09/01)

Bihar to introduce tracking system to curb high school dropout rates in 
state

In a first of its kind move aimed to check the drop-out rate among children in
Bihar, the state education department is set to introduce a tracking system. At
present, the drop-out rate between children from primary to secondary levels is
approximately 32 per cent,  almost 34 per cent of whom are girls. Expressing
concern, the state education department is preparing a system to ascertain when
and how many children drop out of school. Principal secretary of the education
department Sanjay Kumar, said that the system once developed and introduced,
will not only aid in tracking the dropout rate of children in schools but also of
those  pursuing  technical  or  professional  education.  The  system  will  be
introduced for around 3 crore students enrolled in more than 78,000 government
schools from classes 1 to 12. "It will take six months to put it (the system) in
place,” Kumar said. Adding, that once enrolled, the children's performances can
be tracked by the government till they graduate. Quoting a government statistic
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from 2018, Kumar shared that out of over 24 lakh children enrolled in class 1,
only around 4 lakh of them completed their school level education.

(N.I.E., 14/01)

Bihar to soon have gas insulated power sub-station

Bihar has started working on setting up a gas insulated power sub-station, with
high safety features, in the state. A couple of days ago, secretary of Bihar energy
department Sanjiv Hans went to Naubatpur in Patna and reviewed the work for
the Naubatpur 400/220/132/33KV Gas Insulated Sub Station. The gas insulated
power sub-station happens to be an upgraded technology which requires less
maintenance.  Hans  said  that  this  gas  insulated  power  sub-station  is  due  for
completion by June 2021. "It will augment and stabilise power supply in and
around areas of Patna. Apart from the state capital, Ara will also be one of the
beneficiary of this gas insulated power sub-station", Hans claimed. In addition to
this  project,  a  power  grid  is  also  being  set  up  in  Katihar  from  which  the
international transmission of power can be done to Bangladesh and Bhutan also.
With the completion of Katihar based power grid by 2022, Bihar will be the first
state in the country to have international power transmission power connectivity
with Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan.

        (N.I.E., 23/01)

Digital land records to be a click away

In a State like Bihar, where land disputes dominate the crime scene, the state
government is working to put even 100-year-old land records available at just
with  a  click.   A new  system  is  being  implemented  for  the  search  of  land
documents at the government level at warfooting.  For this, 163 zones of the
state have been selected in the first  phase and the land documents are being
digitizing  and  scanned  for  keeping  them  in  digital  preservation.  Once
implemented, the Document Management System and the Record management
System will allow public to track their records online.

        (H., 30/01)
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CHHATTISGARH

Maoists’  'area  of  influence'  declines  but  Chhattisgarh  remains  worst
affected

Chhattisgarh saw a consistent  decline in  areas cited as the stronghold of  the
outlawed CPI (Maoist), though the state still remains as the worst-hit as over half
of  the  violent  incidents  in  the  country  involving the  Red brigade  have  been
reported only in Bastar zone. The comprehensive crime statistics released by the
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) also suggest the state continues as the
hardest-hit by violence and crime unleashed by Maoists. With the reach and the
cross  district  raids  by the security  forces  continue,  as  many as  16 new base
camps  were  set  up  in  2020  across  the  strategically  chosen  hypersensitive
forested  terrain  of  conflict  zone  in  south  Chhattisgarh.  “Inspite  of  various
challenges of Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown, the security forces could make
decisive inroads into some of the erstwhile epicentre of Maoists.  The area of
influence of Maoists reduced to a great extent as the forces moved in to set up
new posts.  The rebels on backfoot are restricted to small  pockets of affected
districts. As many as 105 times we carried out the raids at naxal hideouts and
engaged in exchange of fire with the red guerrillas,” said Sunderraj P, inspector
general of police (Bastar Range).This year the troopers recovered 40 bodies of
the rebels killed in an encounter and arrested as many as 390 during the anti-
Maoist operations. The forces lost 36 personnel in the gunfight with the ultras.

(N.I.E., 02/01)

Chhattisgarh first state to block covaxin

Chhattisgarhs  government  on  Sunday  said  it  was  not  inclined to  use  Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin unless the vaccine successfully completes the recommended
testing process, thus becoming the first state to indicate it may refuse the jab
ahead  of  the  national  rollout  of  the  vaccination  programme  on  January  16,
Whether or not other opposition states would adopt a similar approach was not
immediately known.  “ The vaccine has been approved for emergency use (by
the Drug Controller General of India).  But its use should be avoided until its
complete result are out, “Chhattisgarh health minister T S Singh Deo said .  “In
my opinion, it should not be allowed in the state.  As of now, I am not confident

January 2021 ________________________  News Digest    _______________________60



_____________________________________________News From other States

of asking people to accept this vaccine,” he added.

(N.I.E., 11/01)

Indian Railways longest freight train 'Vasuki' creates new record in 
SECR zone

The South-East Central Railways (SECR) zone in Chhattisgarh breaks its own
previous  record  by  successfully  operating  the  longest  ever  freight  train  by
amalgamating five rakes of goods trains as one unit of around 3.5 km. Named as
'Vasuki', it covered the distance of 224 km between the railway stations of Bhilai
and Korba and took about seven hours. The 'Vasuki', comprising of 300 wagons
of long haul rake of five goods trains, ran with the help of one pilot, one assistant
loco pilot and a guard. The nation’s most profitable railways zone SECR had
earlier operated 177 loaded wagons "Super Anaconda" of 2 km long freight train
on 29 June 2020, then connecting three goods trains using the latest technology
of Distributed Power Control System (DPCS). SECR also successfully operated
another trial 'Shesh-Naag' of 251 empty wagons with four electric locomotives
that traveled a distance of 260 km from Nagpur to Bilaspur. 

  (N.I.E., 23/01)

DELHI

Delhi govt to set up Tamil academy

Delhi government’s Department of Art, Culture, and Language on Sunday set-up
a Tamil academy to promote the language and culture of the southern state of
Tamil Nadu. Delhi deputy chief minister  Manish Sisodia,  who also holds the
charge of the Art, Culture, and Language department, said, “It is this diversity
that forms Delhi’s vibrant and cosmopolitan culture. Delhi has a large population
of people from Tamil Nadu and we want to present a platform to the people of
Delhi to get a taste of the art and culture of Tamil Nadu.” The Delhi government
has appointed a former councilor and member of Delhi Tamil Sangam N Raja as
the Vice-Chairman of the academy. In a statement issued by the government,
Raja  said,  “I  am glad  to  see  that  the  Delhi  Government  under  Deputy  CM
Manish Sisodia has established the Tamil language academy. I am honored to be

January 2021 ________________________  News Digest    _______________________61



_____________________________________________News From other States

a part of this academy. The Tamil language and culture have a long tradition in
the history of Indian culture as well as in Delhi.” 

    (H.T., 04/01)

Well-designed timetable, no heavy school bags: Kejriwal government issues
policy to cut burden

From well-designed timetable, limited use of notebooks, awareness programmes
and a variety of co-curricular activities, the Delhi government has issued a slew
of directions to reduce the weight of school bags. The Directorate of Education
(DoE) issued these revised guidelines on Monday for cutting down the burden
students carry every day to school were issued in view of the fresh School Bag
Policy 2020 released by the Union Ministry of Education last month. According
to the policy, school bags should not be more than 10 per cent of the bodyweight
of  students  studying  in  classes  I  –X.The  newly  framed  rules  say  that  no
homework should be given to students till class II and students of pre-primary
classes shouldn’t carry school bags. The notice, recommending various measures
to reduce the weight of school bags, has been sent to heads of all schools in the
national capital. Noting that the school diary or Almanac also adds to the weight
of  the  school  bag,  the  DoE  also  suggests  usage  of  digital  mode  of
communication to contact parents.           

        (N.I.E., 06/01)

Air quality in Delhi touches hazardous level

Air quality in Delhi spiked to dangerous levels due to low ventilation and calm
surface winds as Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research ( SAFAR )
predicted on Saturday.  According to  the National  Ambient Air  Quality Index
(  NAAQI  ),  the  overall  Air  Quality  Index  (  AQI  )  was  recorded  at  492
micrograms  per  cubic.  According  to  SAFAR,  the  values  of  Suspended
Particulate Matters ( SPMs ) were recorded 436 and 278 microgram per cubic
for Particulate Matters ( PM ) 10 and 2.5.SAFAR, in its short range weather
forecast said that the air pollution in Delhi has spiked to dangerous levels due to
extremely low ventilation and calm surface winds. On Saturday morning, the air
quality touched the hazardous level with the AQI touching 492.SAFAR further
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said  that  slight  improvements  in  surface  winds  are  observed  wind  speed  is
moderate  and  West  northwesterly.  “Due  to  slight  better  ventilation  marginal
improvement air quality is forecasted for Sunday, AQI likely to improve to the
higher end of Very Poor. The SAFAR forecast reveals that AQI will continue at
the high end of the Very Poor category for January 18, This is likely to be the
first  extended  extreme  air  pollution  event  for  2021.  Further  improvement  is
expected on January 19 , 20,” it added. 

(P., 17/01)

Govt orders 'lockdown' against large gatherings in Delhi; temporary
internet shutdown in parts of city as agri protests turn violent

Following violence in parts of the city during the tractor rally, Delhi Police on
Tuesday announced a ‘lockdown’ to prevent ‘large gatherings’ and suspended
internet in several parts of Delhi. Police authorities decided there would be no
large assemblies, congregations of religious, political, social and cultural nature
up  to  December  31.  The  government  also  ordered  temporary  suspension  of
internet services in parts of Delhi-NCR as a tractor parade by protesting farmers
turned  violent  at  several  locations  in  the  national  capital,  officials  said.  The
internet  shutdown  will  be  effective  till  midnight  Tuesday  in  Delhi's  Singhu,
Ghazipur, Tikri, Mukarba Chowk, Nangloi and their adjoining areas. An order
issued by the Ministry  of  Home Affairs  said  the decision  has  been taken in
exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Indian Telegraph Act 1855.

  (N.I.E., 26/01)

GUJARAT

Gujarat government decides to rename dragon fruit as 'Kamalam': 
CM Vijay Rupani

The Gujarat government has decided to rename dragon fruit as 'Kamalam', Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani has said.  The state government has applied for a patent to
change the nomenclature of dragon fruit, which is largely grown in Kutch, Navsari
and different parts of Saurashtra, to 'Kamalam', Rupani told reporters on Tuesday.
"The name dragon fruit is not proper, and due to its name one thinks of China. So
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we have given it the name 'Kamalam'," he said. Asked why the name 'Kamalam'
has been given to the fruit, Rupani said, "Farmers say it looks like lotus and that is
the reason we have named it 'Kamalam'." The fruit is found in arid areas of the state
and  it  is  known  for  its  nutritional  value,  like  it  also  helps  in  increasing  the
hemoglobin, Rupani said in reply to question on the need to rename it.

  (N.I.E., 20/01)

JAMMU & KASHMIR

Committee to look into Ladakh issues

A committee would be constituted under Minister of State for Home G. Kishan
Reddy to find an appropriate solution to the issues related to language, culture
and conservation of land in the Union Territory of Ladakh, the Home Ministry
said in a  statement  on Wednesday.   A 10-member  delegation of  Ladakh met
Home Minister Amit Shah.  “In view of the difficult geographical conditions and
the  strategic  importance  of  Ladakh,   all  the  representatives  expressed  their
concern with respect to conservation of language, culture and land of Ladakh,
participation  of  the  people  of  Ladakh  in  its  development,  protection  of
employment and changes in the demography of Ladakh region.  A protest was
also  held  in  this  regard  before  the  LAHDC[Ladakh  Autonomous  Hill
Development Council] elections,” the Ministry said.
                                                                                                               (H., 07/01)

Centre approves Rs 28,000-crore plan to draw industries in J&K

The  Centre  on  Wednesday  approved  a  Rs  28,400-crore  new  industrial
developmental scheme, paving the path for attracting investments and creating
jobs  for  the  youth  in  the  militancy-hit  Jammu  and  Kashmir.  The  Cabinet
Committee  on Economic Affairs  (CCEA),  headed by the  Prime Minister,  on
Wednesday approved the proposal of Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade for Central Sector Scheme for Industrial Development of Jammu
& Kashmir. The scheme will stay in force till 2037, and Rs 1,123.84 crore has
already been disbursed under various special packages, the government said, in a
statement.  Welcoming  the  approval  given  by  the  Cabinet  Committee  on
Economic  Affairs  to  the  Central  Sector  Scheme  for  Industrial  Development  of
Jammu and Kashmir, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said the decision illustrates
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how the Union Territory holds a ‘special place’ in heart of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. According to CCEA, the provisions of the scheme aim at drawing both small
and large units. Smaller units with an investment in plant and machinery up to Rs
50 crore will  get  a capital  incentive up to  Rs 7.5 crore and get  capital  interest
subvention at the rate of 6% for a maximum of seven years.

                                                                                                        (N.I.E., 08/01)

2 die, over 100 houses damaged due to snow

Two persons died and over 100 houses were damaged in snow in the Kashmir
Valley on Wednesday.  The Valley remained out of bounds for the fourth straight
day, while 22 stranded families were rescued and shifted to safer locations.  An
official said CRPF sub-inspector H.C. Murmu dies after a structure collapsed
under the weight of snow and hit him at the residence of a former legislator in
the Hazratbal area here. Rehami Begam,70, from Shah Mohalla at Trehgam in
Kupwara, died after snow accumulated on the house roof fell and buried her in.
A police spokesman said 22 standed families were rescued and shifted to safer
locations in Kulgam.

(H., 07/01)

Army to vacate Kargil land to build township

The Indian Army would vacate around 3,000 kanals (375 acres) land at Kargil
Lower Plateau in six months, starting March, paving the path for  a well-planned
civilian township.  The one-and-a-half years of talks on the issue culminated  in
the  signing  of  a  Memorandum of  Understanding(MoU)  between  the  Deputy
Commissioner  Kargil  and  CEO  of  Ladakh  Autonomous  Hill  Development
Council(LAHDC)  Baseer-ul  Haq  Choudhary  and  Brigade  Commander,  121
Infantry Division, Brigadier Vivek Bakshi on Friday.  The army had been using
the  land  locally  known  as  Khurbathang  plateau  for  field  and  firing  range,
logistics, and operational purposes.  The civilian administration has assured the
army of alternative land.  As per the MoU, army would start vacating the land in
March, and hand over its control to the civil administration in six months. 

                                                                                (N.I.E., 09/01)
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White winter raises hope for J&K tourism

Unlike most people, six feet of snow and minus 10 degrees Celsius are no cause
for worry for Asif Iqbal Burza.  The hotelier, who owns the Heaven Resorts in
Gulmarg, north Kashmir’s ski capital, is in fact overjoyed. For the first time in
15 months, Mr. Burza is happy to re-employ staff whom he had to lay off in the
wake of the August 5, 2019 move to end J&K’s special status.  As did some
1,500 other hotels in the Kashmir Valley.  “We had to stop hiring services such
as  security,  laundry  and  transport.   We  retained  a  bare  minimum  staff  and
negotiated their salaries.  However, it seems the good days are back. Gulmarg
witnessed a very, very good season in the past two months. My hotel, like others,
was booked for December and January,” he said.

(H., 10/01)

JHARKHAND

Jharkhand  cops  to  woo  Maoists’  kin  in  local  dialect  in  new
awareness drive

Intensifying  efforts  to  eliminate  Maoists  from the  state,  Jharkhand  Police  is
using local tribal languages as a tool to reach out to the people in the remote
jungles to create awareness against the extremists. The police is also contacting
family  members  of  Maoists,  asking  them  to  convince  their  near  ones  to
surrender. All SPs have been given a list of absconding Maoists so that they can
approach  their  families  and  inform  them  about  the  state  government’s  new
surrender policy. This initiative was taken because it was felt that most arrested
Maoists  were  not  aware  of  the  surrender  policy.  Else,  they  would  have
surrendered years back. Following the policy, families of surrendered Maoists
are given land to live and their children are provided free education. The families
are also given the reward money declared on their heads. A large number of area-
specific pamphlets in local dialects are being distributed in remote villages. The
dialects include Nagpuri, Sadri, Santhali, Ho and Khadia.

  (N.I.E., 25/01)
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KARNATAKA

Tourism dept issues series of guidelines for hotels, resorts

The Karnataka tourism department has issued guidelines for hotels, resorts and
bars,  in  the  wake  of  rising  cases  of  drugs  being  found.  While  tourism  is
flourishing despite the pandemic, such illegal activities will drive away tourists
and  mar  the  state’s  image,  and  compromise  the  safety  of  domestic  and
international tourists, the department said. Property owners have been directed to
submit documents to the Assistant Commissioner of Bengaluru, within 15 days.
The  list  of  documents  include:  No  Objection  Certificate  from  jurisdictional
police station,  BBMP and other departments,  clearance from Karnataka State
Pollution  Control  Board  and  food  safety  department.  Fire  and  emergency
department  guidelines  should  be  adhered  to,  besides  clearance  from  forest
department  irrespective  of  whether  it  falls  under  eco-sensitive  zones  or  not,
licence  from  excise  department,  certificate  from  income-tax  department,
clearance and certification from the National Stunts Academy if stunts are being
preformed, and monthly financial statements. The guidelines also state that the
property  owner  must  display  the  availability  of  rooms,  rates  and  Covid-  19
guidelines being adhered to.

    (N.I.E., 02/01)

16 lakh Corona warriors to get shots from Jan 16

Chief  Minister  BS  Yediyurappa  on  Monday  said  16  lakh  Corona  warriors,
including healthcare workers, will be vaccinated in the state in the first phase,
starting from January 16.  Apart  from healthcare workers,  the first  phase will
include  employees  of  municipalities,  rural  development  and  panchayat  raj,
police and revenue departments, among others.  After Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s video-conference with chief ministers, Yediyurappa said that the second
dose will be given 28 days after the first  shot.  The vaccination drive will  be
taken up at 235 centres in the state. “Both Covishield and Covaxin will be given
in Karnataka,” he said. Health Minister Dr K Sudhakar, who was present with
the chief minister at the videoconference, said that the two vaccines, developed
by Indian companies, will be given free of cost to three crore people across the
country in the initial phase and the cost will be borne by the Centre. He said that
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immunity develops 45 days after the shots. “One has to be careful for those 45
days,”  he  added,  quoting  the  Prime  Minister.  Dr  Sudhakar  said  that  if  the
vaccination drive has to start on January 16, the vaccines have to reach the 235
centres across all 30 districts well before that date. The vaccines have to first
reach the two state storage facilities in Bengaluru and Belagavi.

(N.I.E., 12/01)

Karnataka retains top spot on innovation index

Karnataka has retained the top position in the innovation index for a second year
in a row, a pointer to its strength in maintaining the leadership position. The
state’s  innovation  score  of  42.5  was  way  above  the  average  score  of  25.35
among the major states. Maharashtra was in second place with a score of 38 and
Bihar in the last place with just 14.5. Among City States and Union Territories,
Delhi  topped list.  Skilled human resource,  ease  of  doing business,  legalities,
knowledge  dissemination,  health  and  education  are  some  of  the  parameters
considered  to  decide  the  ranking.  The  NITI  Aayog’s  Innovation  Index  2020
report, released on Wednesday, attributes Karnataka’s top rank to the number of
venture capital deals, information and communication technology exports, high
foreign direct investment inflow among other factors.The index learnings can be
used in devising policies,  both at the central and state levels,  and it  helps to
attract  investment.  Karnataka  has  been  categorized  as  “over-performing”  in
certain  categories  such  as;  Human  Capital  (  54.27);  Knowledge  Diffusion
(72.26); Investment (33.01), while it has been rated as “under-performing” in
Safety and Legal Environment (39.75) and Business Environment (24.43).

        (N.I.E., 21/01)

Karnataka govt, to set up 2 cow shelters in every taluk

The Karnataka government plans to set up tow goshalas in every taluk to ensure
that “not a single cow goes to slaughter house”, Prabhu Chavan, Minister for
Animal Husbandry, has said. Officials of the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Department, the police, and various district administrations should do everything
necessary to stop illegal transportation of cattle, he said at a meeting in Hassan.
The Government had promulgated a strong ordinance prohibiting the slaughter
of cattle and it had to be implemented effectively. A stronger law to stop the
slaughter  of  cattle  was  part  of  the  BJP agenda.   The new law has  stringent
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punishment for those who violated it.  In the earlier version, the penalty was only
₹ 1,000. Now it has been increased to up to ₹3 lakh.  Earlier, imprisonment was

only for six months.  Now, offenders can be imprisoned for up to seven years”.
        (H., 31/01)

LAKSHADWEEP

Nearly  a  year  into  COVID-19,  Lakshadweep  reports  first  positive
case

The first COVID-19 case was reported in the Lakshadweep Islands on Monday,
nearly  an  year  after  the  outbreak  of  the  pandemic  in  the  country.The  man,
belonging to the India Reserve Batallion, had left  for Kavaratti  by ship from
Kochi on January 3 and tested positive on Monday, official sources said. He is
not a resident of the islands, they said. The case was reported two weeks after the
Lakshadweep administration revised Standard Operating Procedures by doing
away with mandatory quarantine guidelines for those arriving from Kochi. The
islands  had  so  far  not  reported  a  single  positive  COVID-19  case.  Taking
measures to prevent the spread of the virus, the administration has directed all
those who had come in contact with him to go on quarantine, they said. The
samples of his primary contacts have been taken for lab examination, officials
said.  The  administration  also  suspended  all  the  inter  island  movements,
including ships from Tuesday, they said.

        (N.I.E., 19/01)

MADHYA PRADESH

Madhya Pradesh govt to register details of girls, boys going out for work in 
effort to prevent trafficking

Concerned about  around 3000 girls  missing from the  state,  Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that a system will soon be put in
place  under  which  all  boys  and  girls  going  out  for  work  will  have  to  first
compulsorily register themselves with government bodies to ensure that they can
be  tracked  easily  in  case  they  go  missing.  Addressing  the  state  police
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establishment at Bhopal’s Minto Hall during the launch of Samman, a fortnight
long awareness drive to create public awareness about crime against women, the
CM said on Monday, “Entire rank and file of the state police establishment in all
districts have to work to first ensure that none of our boys and girls go missing
and if at all they are missing, they are tracked and brought back promptly.” “We
are giving final shape to a new system under which if any boy or girl goes out
for work (particularly as labourers) out of their home district or state, they’ll first
have to compulsorily register themselves with authorities. If the boy or girl is
going  for  work  out  the  district,  then  the  details  will  be  registered  with  the
concerned gram panchayat. If the boy or girl is going for work outside the state,
then  we’re  creating  system in  each  district  where  his  or  her  details  will  be
registered to ensure that if the particular boy or girl goes missing, the police can
track them,” Chouhan said.

       (N.I.E., 14/01)

MAHARASHTRA

Mumbai airport launches application to offer guided virtual tour of its Jaya 
He Museum

The Mumbai airport authorities have launched an application to offer a guided
virtual  tour  of  its  Jaya  He  Museum with  over  5,000  pieces  of  artwork  and
artifacts. Officials said the application is available on all play stores. Passengers
using the airport’s  Terminal  2  can also  access  a  web version of  the  tour  by
scanning a QR code. “Users can navigate the tour as per their preference through
a menu of art content and opt for the audio-visual treat of the artwork spread
across the international or domestic departures as per their choice. Moreover, the
app operates on a unique technology platform that allows users to listen to the
narrations offline, even with their phones on airplane mode,” a spokesperson for
the  airport  said.  The  second  edition  of  the  museum’s  carnival  series  was
organised virtually in June and focussed on the art and heritage of North-East
India. 

(H.T., 01/01)
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Maharashtra govt to penalise bureaucrats coming late to work

Going to a bureaucrat’s office and hearing the peon say, “Sahab ab tak nahin aaye”
will soon be a thing of the past. That is if the Maharashtra government has its way.
Cracking  the  whip  on  habitual  latecomers,  Maharashtra  has  decided  to  start
penalising staff, including senior state employees, who turn up late for work. It has
decided  to  start  deducting  earned  leaves  of  latecomers.  According  to  a  new
circular issued by the Uddhav Thackeray-led General Administration Department,
three or more days of tardiness in a month will lead to forfeiture of a day’s casual
leave. Further those reporting late to work for over nine or more days will see a
daily deduction of earned leaves. Giving lessons in punctuality to employees, the
new circular also said that those reporting an hour and a half late for more than
two occasions will have to stay back after office hours to make up for the lost
time. Department heads have been asked to review attendance of their staff on a
monthly basis, asking each one of them to submit biannual reports.

(I.E., 03/01)

Bird flu confirmed after 900 hens die in Parbhani poultry farm

Bird flu has been confirmed as the cause of death of around 900 hens in the last
few days at a poultry farm in Maharashtra's Parbhani district, a senior official
said on Monday. The district administration has now decided to cull nearly 8,000
birds in Murumba village where these hens died, Collector Deepak Muglikar
told. Earlier, Muglikar on Saturday said around 900 hens had died at a poultry
farm, run by a Self-Help Group (SHG), in the village and their samples were
sent for testing. "The cause of the death has been confirmed as bird flu. Hence,
we have decided to cull all the birds in one-km radius of the place where these
deaths took place," the collector said. "We have created a prohibitory zone in 10
km radius of the area where the birds died. No birds will be transported from
there to any other place. Our medical team is stationed there and it is examining
all  people  of  the  village,"  he  said.  The  bird  flu  outbreak  has  already  been
confirmed in Kerala, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh.

(N.I.E., 11/01)
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Health care workers to be vaccinated four days a week

Vaccination  of  health  care  workers  for  COVID-19  will  be  carried  out  in
Maharashtra  four  days  a  week  so  that  health  services  at  hospitals  are  not
hampered due to their absence, an official said on Friday. The inoculation drive
is set to begin from Saturday with health care workers being the beneficiaries in
the first phase. "The vaccination drive will be carried out for four days a week
(after  the  launch  on  Saturday),"  said  a  senior  health  department  official.
"Majority of the health staff in the state comprises of nurses and others having
similar skill sets. Hence we need to manage their availability as well as their
duty hours before sending them SMS for inoculation," he said. All beneficiaries
will be getting text message before they are vaccinated. Asked when the state is
expected to receive a second lot of vaccine doses, he said the state government
will inform the Centre about the number of health workers it needs to vaccinate
but it is up to the Centre to sanction vaccine supply.

       (N.I.E., 16/01)

Maharashtra plan to invoke Official Secrets Act

The Maharashtra government would seek legal and expert opinion on whether
Republic TV editor Arnab Goswami could be booked under the Official Secrets
Act for disclosing sensitive information on Balakot strike three days before it
took  place.  The  government’s  decision  follows  the  surfacing  of  a  purported
WhatsApp chat between ex-CEO of BARC and Arnab Goswami.  Maharashtra
Home minister Anil Deshmukh said that they have taken a serious note of Arnab
Goswami’s chat. “We have decided to seek legal and expert opinion on whether
Arnab Goswami can be booked and arrested under the Official Secrets Act for
allegedly  sharing  classified  military  information.  We  cannot  comprise  on
national  security.  We  have  to  find  out  with  who  else  he  has  shared  the
information. Besides, we need to trace the source of this crucial information, and
whether it was limited to Arnab and Partho Dasgupta,” Deshmukh said.

        (N.I.E., 20/01)
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Committee set up to study increase in leopard deaths

In  view of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  leopard  deaths  and  human-animal
conflict in the state, the forest department on Thursday set up an 11-member
committee  headed  by  Additional  Principal  Conservator  of  Forests  (Wildlife)
Sunil Limaye. The committee will study the increase in the number and cause of
leopard deaths, increase in loss of human life due to leopard attacks and suggest
measures to control  the same.  The report  will  be submitted in three months.
According to a department report, 173 leopards have died in the state between
January  and November  in  2020 –  an  increase  of  over  57  per  cent  from the
previous year. Of the 173 deaths, 85 died of natural causes, 64 due to accidents,
17 due to poaching and seven from electrocution. The report also found a three-
fold increase in loss of human life due to leopard attacks. While eight persons
died in man-animal  conflict  in  2019,  the number had gone up to  23 till  last
November. A total of 37 leopards were rescued this year. 

  (I.E., 22/01)

AAP  gets  a  foothold  in  Maharashtra  with  wins  in  70  gram
panchayats

As the Aam Aadmi Party looks to spread its footprints and foray into local polls
in  various  states  this  year,  it  has  received  a  shot  in  the  arm by  winning  a
significant number of village panchayat seats in Maharashtra. Of the total 14,000
gram  panchayat  seats,  the  AAP has  won  70  seats  across  13  districts.  Party
spokesperson and national executive member Preeti Sharma Menon said, “The
AAP has made a splash in Maharashtra politics with a spectacular debut in the
recently concluded gram panchayat  polls.”  “Our gram panchayat  win tally is
now 145/300! And we have full majority in 4 villages. This is a historic entry
and it  shows that  the  whole  country  is  keen  to  have  the  Kejriwal  model  of
governance  in  their  villages  and  towns,”  she  said  in  another  tweet.  Chief
Minister  and AAP’s  national  convener  Arvind Kejriwal  congratulated  “Team
Maharashtra” for  the victory and tweeted his  best  wishes to all  the winners.
Menon said 300 party members had contested the elections and 70, including 13
in an alliance, emerged victorious.

  (N.I.E., 24/01)
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Maharashtra launches jail tourism project from Pune's Yerawada 
prison

Maharashtra  Chief  Minister  Uddhav  Thackeray  on  Tuesday  launched  a  jail
tourism initiative in the state with an aim to help students and other citizens
experience  "vignettes  from  history".  People  will  be  able  to  understand  the
struggles of freedom fighters by visiting jails under the new initiative, Thackeray
said in a statement. The initiative was launched from the 150-year-old Yerawada
prison  in  Pune,  where  several  freedom fighters,  including  Mahatma Gandhi,
Lokmanya Tilak,  Pandit  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  Sardar Vallabhbhai  Patel,  Sarojini
Naidu and Subhas Chandra Bose, had been imprisoned under the British rule.
"CM  Uddhav  Balasaheb  Thackeray  today  launched  a  unique  jail  tourism
initiative.  This  will  help school  and college students,  history enthusiasts  and
citizens to experience vignettes from our history," the Chief  Ministers Office
(CMO) said in a tweet. Addressing the initiative launch event virtually, the chief
minister referred to his father, Shiv Sena founder late Bal Thackeray's days spent
at the Yerawada prison. 

        (N.I.E., 26/01)

ODISHA

Odisha govt plans memorial for 'martyrs' Covid warriors

Chief  Minister  Naveen  Patnaik  on  Thursday  announced  plans  to  build  a
memorial in the State Capital for the Covid warriors who laid their lives in the
line of duty. The Chief Minister made this announcement during a discussion
with family members of martyred Covid warriors of five districts through video
conference.  Expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  family  members  of  martyred
warriors, Naveen said names of those who lost their lives will be inscribed in the
memorial to keep their memory live.“The dedication of these martyrs will not go
in vain and our victory is certain in this war against Covid,” Patnaik said adding,
the government will always be with the families of the Covid warriors who lost
their  lives  in  line  of  duty.  Describing  2020  as  a  year  of  disaster,  the  Chief
Minister said, “Odisha faced these challenges and bore the brunt of the Covid
pandemic as much as anywhere else in the globe. However, we could stand tall
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against all adversity because of the dedication and honesty of our lakhs of Covid
warriors.”

    (N.I.E., 01/01)

India’s first Fire Park comes up in Odisha

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Tuesday inaugurated the ‘Fire Park’, a first of
its kind initiative in the country, to bring awareness on fire safety measures. He
also launched a dynamic online portal, ‘AgnishamaSeva’ of Odisha Fire Service
on virtual platform. Located inside the premises of the Odisha Fire and Disaster
Academy  in  Bhubaneswar,  the  Fire  Park  will  be  open  to  the  public  every
Saturday from 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm. Demonstrations  on use  of  first  aid  fire-
fighting  equipment,  rescue  and  disaster  operations,  visit  to  exhibition  hall,
screening of films and distribution of leaflets on fire safety will be part of the
activities. Students from schools and colleges will be the focus group. The Chief
Minister said that the Fire Park will go a long way in educating and improving
awareness  on  basic  fire  safety  measures  among  the  people,  particularly  the
students.  “It  is  no  doubt  an  effort  in  the  right  direction  to  create  a  safety
compliant citizenry,” he said.

(N.I.E., 06/01)

Odisha’s Chilika Lake logs its highest ever count with 11.42 lakh migratory birds 

The bird population in Odisha’s Chilika Lake has touched its highest in the last two
decades  with  officials  estimating around  11.4  lakh  birds  during  the  annual  bird
census  of  the  largest  coastal  lagoon  in  the  country.  Chief  executive  of  Chilika
Development Authority Susanta Nanda said the annual bird count of Asia’s largest
brackish water lagoon undertaken on Tuesday revealed a record presence of 11.42
lakh migratory birds from 190 species. The annual bird census in the lagoon was
carried out in five ranges under the Chilika Wildlife Division. As many as 21 teams
comprising 111 wildlife officials,  experts and environmentalists were deployed at
Satpada in Puri, Rambha in Ganjam and Balugaon and Tangi of Khurda districts for
carrying out the migratory bird count exercise.

                                                                                                         (N.I.E., 06/01)
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Survey on differently-abled children in Odisha on cards

The  State  government  has  planned  to  conduct  a  comprehensive  survey  of
children with disabilities with an objective to initiate timely interventions for
their rehabilitation and mainstreaming so that they can lead a normal life. The
survey will be conducted by the Social Security and Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (SSEPD) department in collaboration with Women and Child
Development  and Mission Shakti  department.  Anganwadi  workers  and ICDS
supervisors will be engaged for identification of the children aged up to six years
and with disabilities. Secretary of SSEPD department Bhaskar Jyoti Sarma said
around 70 per cent of disabilities is preventable if detected and treated at an early
stage.  “Initially,  we  will  conduct  the  survey  to  identify  the  children  with
disabilities so that they can be provided treatment at the right time,” he said.
After the survey, Sarma said a system will be put in place to identify such cases
at the time of birth as part of the mandate given under Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016. As per the decision,  anganwadi workers will
monitor incidents of birth of children with disability in their area of operation
and report to their supervisors.

       (N.I.E., 18/01)

Odisha seeks 90:10 per cent sharing pattern for Central schemes

With pre-budget  consultations  between Centre  and states  kicking off,  Odisha
government on Monday reiterated its demand for fixing the sharing pattern in the
Centrally  Sponsored  Schemes  (CSS)  on  par  with  North-Eastern  (NE)  and
Himalayan states. The sharing pattern of CSS for NE and Himalayan states is 90
per cent for Centre and 10 per cent for the latter. Participating in the consultation
meeting  convened  by  Union  Finance  Minister  Nirmala  Sitharaman  through
video-conference,  State Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari said that  the Centre
should give advance indication on Central assistance for CSS and release funds
as per commitment. The Centre should stop off-budget transfers of funds for
CSS, he said and added, even if it is an off-budget resource, it should be routed
through the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). He also requested that states should be
allowed to operate CSS directly instead of opening separate scheme-based bank
accounts. In the 2020-21 budget, the State government had estimated its share in
Central taxes at Rs 36,300 crore and grant-in-aid of Rs 32,000 crore, which,
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totalling Rs 68,300 crore, was 55 per cent of its own budget of Rs 1,50,000
crore. However, the budget went haywire because of the Covid-19 pandemic as
the economy came to standstill.

  (N.I.E., 19/01)

Odisha government revises fee structure of all the private schools

The Odisha government on Wednesday notified the revised fee structure of all
the  private  schools  as  per  the  MoU  signed  between  the  School  and  Mass
Education department  and 14 educational  institutions.  Minister  Samir  Ranjan
Dash said the fee revision order has been issued as per the direction of Orissa
High Court and will be applicable for all aided and unaided private schools in
the  State.  However,  the  new  fee  structure  will  be  effective  for  the  current
academic  session  of  2020-21  only.  According  to  the  notification  of  the
department, there will be a waiver of 26 per cent (pc) for school (tuition) fees
above Rs 1 lakh per annum, 25 pc for fees from Rs 72,001 to Rs 1 lakh per
annum, 20 pc for Rs 48,001 to Rs 72,000 per annum, 15 pc for Rs 24,001 to Rs
48,000 per annum, 12 pc for Rs 12,001 to Rs 24,000 per annum and 7.5 pc for
Rs 6,001 to Rs 12,000 per annum. There will be no waiver for fees up to Rs
6,000 and transport, food charges will also remain the same. There will also be a
flat  waiver  of  30  pc  hostel  fees  for  all  the  students  in  private  schools.The
Minister said no school will be allowed to charge any optional fees beyond this
fixed structure in the new academic year. Those having objections to the new fee
slab may approach the Court again, the Minister said.

  (N.I.E., 21/01)

PUNJAB

Punjab FM Manpreet launches one time settlement scheme for recovery of 
outstanding dues

Punjab Finance Minister Manpreet Singh Badal on Tuesday launched the One
Time Settlement (OTS) scheme for the recovery of outstanding dues 2021, to
clear  and  settle  their  pending  arrears.  Manpreet  Singh  Badal  said  that  the
performance  of  the  other  ministries  reflects  that  of  the  Finance  Ministry.
“Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and centre's stoppage of Punjab's share of GST
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and RDF, the State has not gone into overdraft” revealed the FM adding that
Punjab  especially  Ludhiana  have  it  in  them to  further  rise  up  the  ladder  of
economic  progress  which  is  due  to  the  hardworking  nature  of  the  Punjabi
community whose trust reposed in the Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh
led Government would never be broken. Manpreet Singh Badal said this while
chairing  a  state-level  function  organised  regarding  the  OTS  Scheme  at  Dr
Manmohan Singh Auditorium at Punjab Agricultural University, here today. He
was also accompanied by Food, Civil  Supplies & Consumer Affairs Minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, PWD Minister Vijay Inder Singla, PPCB President Sunil
Jakhar, besides several others. While taking an aim at the Union government,
Badal said that the partisan attitude of the Union Government towards Punjab is
evident from the fact out of the three food parks to be developed by the UAE in
India,  none was given to  Punjab although the UAE Government  had clearly
evinced  keen  interest  in  setting  up  the  same in  the  State,  revealed  the  FM.
Coming to the OTS policy, he further added that the 47000 traders would be
benefitted by the new OTS policy okayed by the State Government.

(P., 13/01)

Expressway project: Punjab farmers boycott public hearing for land
acquisition

Farmers boycotted the public hearing held for acquisition of land for the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway at Sultanpur Lodhi (Kapurthala district) and Lohian
(Jalandhar district) on Thursday. They also opposed the land acquisition because
the  government  was  not  listening  to  the  genuine  grievances  of  the  people
protesting at  Delhi  borders.  The public hearing was organised by the Punjab
Pollution  Control  Board  (PPCB)  and  National  Highways  Authority  of  India
(NHAI). The agricultural land of several districts of Punjab is being acquired for
this project. The farmers’ objections were to be listened to in this public meeting
but  the  farmers  boycotted  the  meeting.  Protesting  under  the  banner  of
Expressway Sangharsh Committee, the farmers raised slogans against the land
acquisition. They said not even an inch of land will be given to the NHAI for this
project as they already have small landholdings. 

        (I.E., 22/01)
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Amarinder lays foundation stone of Jallianwala Bagh Centenary 
Memorial park

Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh on Monday laid the foundation stone of
the Jallianwala Bagh Centenary Memorial park at Amritsar, dedicated to unsung
heroes of the massacre. He paid an emotional tribute to the unsung heroes of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre and to their families by reciting a poem. The chief
minister  virtually  laid  the  foundation  of  the  memorial  park.  The  Jallianwala
Bagh Centenary Memorial Park, to come up over 4490 square metres at Amrit
Anand Park in Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar, will stand out as a remembrance for the
future generations, Amarinder Singh said. To be built at a cost of Rs 3.52 crore,
the  memorial  will  have  soil  brought  by  the  kin  of  martyrs  or
panchayats/sarpanchs/councillors.  Remembering  the  martyrs  who  sacrificed
their lives for India's independence, the chief minister slammed those criticising
the state government for setting up this memorial, and said every Punjabi has the
right to remember the unparalleled tragedy that paved the way for the freedom
struggle.

        (N.I.E., 25/01)

RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan government sets up special cell to nab corrupt officials

In a bid to tighten the noose around corrupt officials, the Rajasthan Government
has decided to a create a special cell in the personnel department that will closely
monitor suspected corrupt and irresponsible officials in the state. This comes a
day  after  two  senior  Rajasthan  Administrative  Service  (RAS)  officials  were
trapped by Anti-corruption Bureau (ACB) while they were taking huge bribes in
return of promised favours. In recent months, the ACB has been on a massive
campaign against corrupt officials in the state at the behest of Chief Minister
Ashok  Gehlot.  The  new cell  has  also  been  created  on  his  initiative  and  the
information was conveyed by the CM himself while addressing the collectors of
the  state  via  a  video  conference.  CM  Gehlot  stated  that  a  cell  within  the
department of personnel will be formed “to look into complaints of indiscipline
and corruption against  government  officials  and anyone found guilty  will  be
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punished severely.”  It  may be  noted that  on Wednesday,  the Rajasthan Anti-
Corruption Bureau had trapped two senior RAS officials taking bribes of 10 and
5 lakhs each in a single day. The two officials were SDM of Bandikui Pinky
Meena and Dausa SDM Pushkar Mittal. According to the ACB, both the SDMs
were arrested for  demanding bribes from a construction contractor  under the
Bharat Mata project of laying down the Delhi Mumbai Express Highway. The
ACB conducted  the  action  on the  basis  of  a  complaint  which they received
against the two officials who were caught red-handed on Wednesday.

(N.I.E., 15/01)

SIKKIM

Sikkim assembly adopts resolution for granting Scheduled Tribe status to 11
communities

The Sikkim assembly on Monday adopted a resolution for granting Scheduled
Tribe status to 11 left-out communities of the state. The resolution will now be
forwarded to the Centre for approval. Speaking at the one-day assembly session,
Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang said it is a long-standing demand of the 11
communities to be granted ST status. The assembly passed the Sikkim Panchayat
(Amendment) Bill and the Sikkim Industries Licensing (Amendment) Bill. The
House also passed the second supplementary demands of Rs 503.47 crore for
2020-21 fiscal by a voice vote. It also passed the Sikkim Appropriation Bill for
the second supplementary demands. Governor Ganga Prasad, while addressing
the House, said that the prevailing challenges related to the COVID-19 outbreak
will not be allowed to derail the state government's resolve to bring all-round
development of the state.

(N.I.E., 12/01)

TAMIL NADU

TN  government  allows  100  percent  seating  in  theatres  ahead  of
Pongal

In  the  wake  of  the  Tamil  Nadu  government  permitting  100  percent  seating
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capacity in theatres on Monday, public health experts have opposed the move,
saying it  may lead to more COVID-19 cases. The TN government’s move to
allow hundred percent seating comes after actor Vijay requested Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami to grant permission ahead of the release of his movie
Master on  January  13.  Along  with  the  Vijay-starrer,  Silambarasan’s  movie
Eshwaran is also set to hit the big screen. However, from the medical standpoint,
experts say it is not safe inside closed spaces, that too for long hours. Infectious
diseases specialist  Ram Gopalakrishnan of  Apollo Hospitals  said it  is  not  an
optimal situation to allow 100 percent attendance in theatres and it may lead to
more cases. 

    (N.I.E., 05/01)

UTTARAKHAND

Uttarakhand to  provide  20,000 litres  free  water per month  to  18.5  lakh
consumers

Uttarakhand  state  government  has  decided  to  give  20000  liters  of  water  per
month free of cost to 18.5 lakh consumers in the state.  Out of total consumers,
6.53 lakh are in urban areas while a majority of 12 lakh are based in rural areas
of the hill state.  Nitesh Jha, secretary, Uttarakhand government said, "The tariff
on the drinking water supply is to be done by sub committe. The final decision in
the matter will  be taken by the states cabinet."  The sub committe headed by
Uttarakhand  state  cabinet  minister  Madan  Kaushik  has  funalised  the  draft.
According to the draft upto 20,000 liters of water will be free for domestic use
while  for  commercial  establishments,  the  limit  has  been  powered  to  10,000
liters. In case of usage of extra water by any of the consumers, whole bill will
have to be paid even if a single litre of water is used more than the prescribed
limit. The sources in the state government said that Uttarakhand is probably the
first country to provide water connection at such a nominal fee.

(N.I.E., 16/01)

Enter at your own risk: Uttarakhand village bans entry for members,
leaders of 'anti-farmer' BJP

As farmers agitation continues against the newly framed farm laws, a village in
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Uttarakhand has banned the entry of Bhartiya Janta Party members, workers and
leaders.  Posters,  banners  and  hoardings  have  come up  in  Malpuri  village  of
Udham Singh Nagar district warning the 'Anti-Farmer' BJP workers and leaders.
The banners  further  warn  that  if  they venture  into  the  village,  none  will  be
responsible for their 'security'. Suba Singh, former village pradhan said, "A total
of  70  farmers  have  sacrificed  their  lives  for  the  movement  and the  BJP led
government is still adamant. We are not letting anyone from the BJP to enter our
village. If the party doesn't care for us we don't care for them." Farmers from the
district have been actively supporting the Delhi-NCR protests. More than 20,000
farmers from the district have already joined others in Delhi at the protest site.
More than 3,000 farmers from Uttarakhand’s Udham Singh Nagar district will
drive their tractors to Gazipur on the Delhi border on January 23 to participate in
the kisan tractor parade on Republic Day in the national capital. 

        (N.I.E., 24/01)

UTTAR PRADESH

UP govt plans ‘new Noida’ on 20,000 hectares 

The Uttar Pradesh government has asked the Noida authority to work out a plan
to develop a new Noida area on 20,000 hectares of land. Noida’s boundaries will
expand till Bulandshahr, which is an adjoining district, and the city will double
its  size  for  which  20,000  hectares  will  be  acquired,  officials  of  the  Noida
authority said.  The move is aimed at creating more opportunities for industries
in Noida, where no more land is left for industrial purposes, said the officials.
This 20,000 hectares of land is located between Greater Noida and Bulandshahr,
and  was  notified  (earmarked  for  development)  by  the  UP  State  Industrial
Development  Authority  (UPSIDA)  about  10  years  ago,  they  said.  However,
UPSIDA,  a  public  sector  undertaking  of  the  Uttar  Pradesh  government
spearheading the development of industrial infrastructure in the state, could not
develop the notified area because it is already occupied in other industrial zones
located elsewhere in the state, the authority officials said. The UP government is
likely to finalise the ‘model of development’ for the new area in the next four to
six months and hand over the land to the Noida authority if all goes well, said
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the authority officials. The government had started the process for developing a
new Noida area two months ago.

(H.T., 04/01)

Teachers  to  get  psychology  tips  to  help  parents  deal  with  kids  post-
pandemic

The Bureau of Psychology in the UP State Council of Educational Research and
Training (SCERT) will give tips first to the teachers and with their help to the
parents  on  the  way  the  children  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  changing
environment  and  emergent  stresses  in  the  changed  post-pandemic  scenario.
According to the sources in the bureau, the experts feel that to cope with the
emerging new normals related to  both the lifestyle  and studies owing to the
pandemic,  counselling  of  parents  is  a  must  to  help  them  understand  the
challenges  being  faced  by  their  children  and  enlighten  them  accordingly.
Keeping  these  factors  in  mind,  the  Bureau  of  Psychology  is  readying  the
guidelines  for  the  parents  besides  preparing  training  modules  for  basic  and
secondary level school teachers. As per the scheme of things, first, the teachers
would be trained and then they would be roped in to help counsel parents so that
they could deal with the kids in this new digital age, said a senior psychologist at
the bureau. According to the psychologists, parents often come across unusual
behaviour of their child who fails to put enough efforts to score good marks in
tests.  “Lack of  concentration due to distractions at  home and related distress
could be  the  reason for  their  poor  and ‘not  up  to  the  mark’ performance in
various walks of life,” says a noted psychologist Pallavi Bhatnagar.

(N.I.E., 09/01)

Yogi  Adityanath  launches  app  to  give  people  access  to  UP
government directory

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Thursday launched a mobile
application that will let people access the state government's directory. Speaking
at an event, Adityanath praised the information department for coming up with
the  digital  directory  app  and  said  that  it  will  help  people  connect  to  their
representatives  and  officials  of  government  departments.  The  directory  also
contains  information  of  Union  ministers,  he  said.  "We  can  provide  better

January 2021 ________________________  News Digest    _______________________83



_____________________________________________News From other States

facilities to people with technology people can get pension in their Jan-Dhan
account while sitting at home. Under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, it has become possible to provide help to 2.35 crore people every month
through  technology,"  he  said.  The  additional  chief  secretary  of  information
department, Navneet Sehgal said, "Anyone can download the UPIDINFO app
through play store on a mobile phone and it is free. Till now, everyone was not
able to get access to it (directory)."

       (N.I.E., 15/01)

WEST BENGAL

Bengal to launch project today; free eye-care for all over next five years

The Mamata Banerjee administration would be launching on Tuesday a project
to provide free eye-care to millions of people across West Bengal over the next
five years. The project, Choker Alo (Light of the Eye), is to provide free eye-
care, including cataract surgery, spectacles and eye check-up, to all. The name
and logo of the project was decided by Banerjee herself. “We are launching a
project from January 5 under which at least 2 million poor and elderly people
can  undergo  free  cataract  surgery.  We would  also  provide  free  spectacles  to
around 825,000 people,” the chief minister said while speaking to media persons
from the state secretariat. Free eye check-up would be provided to all students in
government  schools across the state and around four lakh students  would be
provided with free glasses. Children visiting anganwadi centres can also get free
eye check-up, so that eye problems could be detected at an early stage. More
than 300 eye surgeons and around 400 optometrists would be working on this
project. 

(H.T., 05/01)

West Bengal Assembly demands repeal of farm laws

The West Bengal Assembly on Thursday passed a resolution extending support
to farmers protesting in the national capital and demanding the repeal of three
farm laws  passed  by  Centre.  The  State's  Minister  for  Parliamentary  Affairs,
Partha Chatterjee, moved a government resolution under Rule 169 urging the
Centre  that  the  three  laws  be  repealed.   Speaking  on  the  resolution,  Chief
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Minister Mamata Banerjee said the BJP government should either withdraw the
farm laws or step down.  She also accused the BJP government of passing these
laws  without  much  discussion.   Referring  to  the  developments  in  Delhi  on
January 26, the Chief Minister said there was prior permission for march, but the
police could not handle it properly.

        (H., 28/01)

West Bengal polls:  Congress, Left agree to share 193 seats

The Left parties and the Congress on Thursday agreed on seat sharing in almost
two-thirds of the assembly seats in West Bengal – 193 of the 294 seats.  Of the
193, the Congress will contest 92 and the left 101.  State Congress President
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and Leader of the Left Front Biman Basu held a press
conference at Bidhan Bhavan, announcing the seat sharing arrangement.  Both
expressed confidence that the seat sharing would be completed in the next few
days.  Sources said both the parties were trying to ensure a seamless seat sharing
in all  the 294 seats and there was no friendly contest  in any seat.   The Left
parties and the Congress had come together and forged electoral understanding
in  the  2016  Assembly  and  2019  Lok  Sabha  elections.   However,  on  both
occasions, there were few seats where the parties had put up nominees. 

  (H., 29/01)       

*************  

January 2021 ________________________  News Digest    _______________________85



_______________________________________________International News

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Macron sees tough months ahead before spring recovery
French President Emmanuel Macron said the corona virus will continue to weigh
on the country for a few months until vaccinations are ramped up, pledging that
the  crisis  will  not  stop  the  government  pursuing  economic,  security  and
environmental reforms. “The first few months of the year will be difficult, and the
epidemic will continue to weigh a lot on the life of our country until at least the
spring,” Macron said on Thursday in a New Year’s Eve address. France will rise
to the challenge and pursue reforms to protect the environment and biodiversity,
boost security, reward work, and fight against discrimination, the president said.
Sixteen months ahead of the next presidential election, Macron needs to find the
right balance between protecting people against a virus that has already claimed
more  than  64,000  lives  in  the  country,  and  revitalizing  an  economy  that  has
contracted by about a 10th because of lockdowns and other restrictions aimed at
stemming the pandemic. While some European nations such as Germany have
closed non-essential shops again, France lifted the country’s second lockdown in
mid-December and replaced it  with a  curfew.  Restaurants,  museums,  cinemas,
theaters, gyms, and amusement parks remain shut.

(H.T., 01/01)

Deal approved, post-Brexit era begins for UK and EU
Britain was all geared up to enter a new era at 11pm local time on Thursday,
emerging out of the European Union to embark on a new, uncertain post-Brexit
journey. “Covid loves a crowd, cancel parties” was the key message on a public
information campaign on Thursday, the last day of 2020, urging Britons to usher
in the New Year at home. For the first time since the April peak, the UK on
Wednesday recorded nearly 1,000 Covid-19 deaths in a day and over 50,000
new cases. The post-Brexit agreement between the UK and the EU struck last
week received Britain’s royal nod and became law amid continuing debate about
whether leaving the bloc is better for Britain’s prosperity.  Several aspects of life
are likely to change as new post-Brexit realities unfold. This will include higher
prices in supermarkets and changes to Britons visiting EU member states. There
will be a 90-day limit to their stay in any 180-day period, using queues for non-
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EU citizens at airports, and being asked by immigration officials to show return
tickets and adequate funds for their stay.

(H.T., 01/01)

Australia changes word in anthem to honour Indigenous people
Australia has changed one word in its national anthem to reflect what the Prime
Minister called “the spirit  of unity” and the country’s Indigenous population.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison on New Years Eve announced that the second
line of the anthem, Advance Australia Fair, has been changed from “For we are
young and free” to “For we are one and free.” . The change took effect Friday.
“It  is  time to  ensure  this  great  unity  is  reflected  more  fully  in  our  national
anthem,” he said, adding that Australia was the “most successful multicultural
nation on Earth.” “While Australia as a modern nation may be relatively young,
our  country’s  story  is  ancient,  as  are  the  stories  of  the  many  First  Nations
peoples whose stewardship we rightly acknowledge and respect,” Morrison said.
“In the spirit of unity, it is only right that we ensure our national anthem reflects
this  truth and shared appreciation.”  Minister  for  Indigenous Australians  Ken
Wyatt said in a statement that he had been asked about the change and had given
it  his  support.  Wyatt,  the  first  Indigenous  Australian  elected  to  the  federal
Parliament’s lower house, said the one-word change was “small in nature but
significant in purpose.” 

(H.T., 02/01)

Singapore and Malaysia Terminate High Speed Rail Project
Singapore said a multi-billion-dollar high-speed rail link between the city state
and Malaysia’s capital Kuala Lumpurhas been terminated. Malaysia has allowed
the high-speed rail project “to be terminated, and has to compensate Singapore
for costs that the city has already incurred in fulfilling its obligations,” according
to a statement from Singapore’s transport ministry on Friday. The announcement
came just after a December 31 deadline for the second and final extension of the
suspension of the project, which was first mooted a decade ago and given the
green light in 2013. In June, the Southeast Asian neighbours had agreed to put
the  development,  which  has  already  incurred  multiple  suspensions,  on  hold
again amid a discussion around costs.  The on-again, off-again 350 kilometer
(218 mile) high-speed rail link would have cut travel time between the centers
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down to about 90 minutes versus more than four hours by car. Although flying
between the two only takes about an hour, that’s a lot longer once airport check-
in and security is taken into account. The service was due to start in 2026.

(H.T., 02/01)

Nancy  Pelosi  re-elected  as  US  House  speaker  amid  political
uncertainty
Nancy  Pelosi  was  narrowly  re-elected  speaker  of  the  US  House  of
Representatives  on  Sunday,  as  a  new  Congress  took  office  amid  political
uncertainty, with Senate control undecided and a Republican fight looming over
presidential election results. The House voted 216-209 to reinstate Pelosi, after
Democrats lost 11 seats in the November elections to command a narrower 222-
212  majority.  Five  Democrats  chose  not  to  support  her  -  two  voted  for
Democratic lawmakers who were not running, while three others simply voted
“present.” “As we are sworn in today, we accept a responsibility as daunting and
demanding as any that previous generations of leadership have faced. We begin
the new Congress during a time of extraordinary difficulty,” Pelosi  said in a
floor speech that noted the deaths of more than 350,000 Americans from the
Covid-19 pandemic. “Now is a time for our nation to heal.  Our most urgent
priority will continue to be defeating the corona virus. And defeat it, we will,”
she added, pledging that further aid would follow the latest $892 billion package
that Congress passed in December.

(H.T., 03/01)

400 million km within 163 days, China’s Mars probe heads for red
planet
China’s  first  Mars  exploration  mission  Tianwen-1  travelled  more  than  400
million km by Sunday morning and is expected to enter Mars orbit next month,
the country’s space agency said. So far, the Mars probe had flown in space for
163 days. It was about 130 million km from Earth and about 8.3 million km
from Mars,  according  to  the  China  National  Space  Administration  (CNSA).
According to the CNSA, the probe is functioning stably and is scheduled to slow
down before entering Mars orbit in more than a month and preparing itself to
land on the red planet. Since its launch on July 23, 2020, the Mars probe has
captured an image showing both Earth and the Moon, as well as taking several
selfies. Tianwen-1 probe, weighing about five tonnes, consists of an orbiter, a
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lander and a rover. It is designed to complete orbiting, landing and roving in one
mission. After entering Mars orbit, it will spend two to three months surveying
potential landing sites, using a high-resolution camera to prepare for the landing
in May.

(H.T., 03/01)

US  Congress  passes  ‘Malala  Yousafzai  Scholarship  Act’  for
Pakistani women
The US Congress has passed the ‘Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act’ which will
expand  the  number  of  scholarships  available  to  Pakistani  women to  receive
higher  education  under  a  merit  and  needs-based  programme.  Passed  by  the
House of  Representatives in March 2020, the bill  was passed by the United
States Senate by a voice vote on January 1. The bill now heads to the White
House for US President Donald Trump to sign into law. The bill requires the US
Agency for International Development to award at least 50% of scholarships
under  a Pakistan-based higher  education scholarship programme to Pakistani
women,  from 2020  to  2022,  across  a  range  of  academic  disciplines  and  in
accordance with existing eligibility criteria.  The bill  also requires USAID to
consult  with  and  leverage  investments  by  the  Pakistani  private  sector  and
Pakistani  diaspora  in  the  United  States  to  improve  and  expand  access  to
education programmes in Pakistan. 

(H.T., 04/01)

Pakistan  cancels  200,000  fake  citizen  ID  cards  held  by  Afghan
refugees
Pakistan  has  cancelled  about  200,000  computerised  national  identity  cards
(CNICs) fraudulently held by Afghanistan refugees. Speaking to reporters in his
home town Rawalpindi on Saturday,  Interior  Minister  Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
said:  “We have data  of  1.5 million Afghan refugees having legal  status  and
about 800,000 Afghans living in the country illegally.” He said corruption in the
issuance of visas was being tackled and the government was providing online
visa  facility  to  citizens  of  192  countries.  “To  eliminate  the  chances  of
corruption,  we  have  launched  online  visa  service  as  there  are  chances  of
corruption in manual processing of visas,” he said, adding that over 200,000
visa applications were received for  online visas in  a  single  day.  Meanwhile,
Rashid said persons targeting the armed forces were doing so at the behest of
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foreign countries and action would be taken “within 72 hours” against those
making “anti-army” remarks. “We would defeat such disinformation against our
country and state  institutions,”  he  said.  The Pakistan  Democratic  Movement
(PDM) -  an alliance of  11 Opposition parties -  has been formed against  the
Pakistan Army’s interference in politics and installing “puppet” Prime Minister
Imran Khan through a manipulated election.

(H.T., 04/01)

South  Africa  testing  whether  vaccines  work  against  indegenous
COVID-19 variant
Scientists in South Africa are urgently testing to see if the vaccines for COVID-
19 will  be effective against  the country's  variant  virus.  The genomic studies
come as Britain's health minister, Matt Hancock, and other experts in the UK
have  said  they  worry  that  vaccines  may  not  be  effective  against  the  South
African variant. "This is the most pressing question facing us right now," said Dr
Richard Lessells, an infectious diseases expert who is working on the country's
genomic  studies  of  the  variant.  "We  are  urgently  doing  experiments  in  the
laboratory to test the variant," against the blood of people with antibodies and
against  the  blood  of  people  who  have  received  vaccines,  Lessells  told  The
Associated  Press  Monday.  The  tests,  called  neutralizing  assays,  will  help
determine  the  reliability  of  vaccines  against  the  variant,  he  said.  The  South
African variant, 501.V2, is more infectious than the original COVID-19 virus
and has rapidly become dominant in the country's coastal areas. 

(H.T., 05/01)

After India, UK, now Mexico approves Oxford COVID-19 vaccine for
emergency use
Mexico approved the Oxford-AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine for emergency
use Monday,  hoping to spur  a  halting vaccination effort  that  has only given
about 44,000 shots since the third week of December, about 82 per cent of the
doses the country has received. Prior to this, the Pfizer vaccine was the only one
approved for use in Mexico. Mexican regulators approved the AstraZeneca shot.
Assistant  Health  Secretariat  Hugo López-Gatell  said he erroneously reported
approval for Chinese vaccine maker CanSino, noting it had not yet submitted
full study results for safety and efficacy. Mexico has pinned much of its hopes
on the inexpensive, one-shot CanSino vaccine. "It will makes things a lot easier
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for us," López-Gatell said. López-Gatell, who heads up efforts to deal with the
pandemic,  had  to  explain  why  he  was  spotted  at  a  Pacific  coast  beach,
apparently sitting at sea-side restaurant without a face mask on.

(H.T., 05/01)

US could soon give  1  million  Covid-19  vaccinations a day,  says
Anthony Fauci
The U.S. could soon be giving at least a million COVID-19 vaccinations a day
despite the sluggish start, Dr. Anthony Fauci said Tuesday, even as he warned of
a  dangerous  next  few  weeks  as  the  coronavirus  surges.  The  slow  pace  is
frustrating health officials and a desperate public alike, with only about a third
of the first supplies shipped to states used as of Tuesday morning, just over three
weeks into the vaccination campaign. “Any time you start a big program, there’s
always glitches.  I think the glitches have been worked out,” the nation’s top
infectious disease expert told The Associated Press. Vaccinations have already
begun speeding up, reaching roughly half a million injections a day, he pointed
out.  Now,  with  the  holidays  over,  “once  you  get  rolling  and  get  some
momentum, I think we can achieve 1 million a day or even more,” Fauci said.
He called President-elect Joe Biden’s goal of 100 million vaccinations in his
first 100 days “a very realistic, important, achievable goal.”

(H.T., 06/01)

Germany orders 62,000 poultry culled after bird flu found on farms
About 62,000 turkeys and ducks will be slaughtered after bird flu was found on
more poultry farms in Germany, authorities said on Tuesday. Type H5N8 bird
flu was confirmed in two farms in the Cloppenburg region in the northern state
of  Lower  Saxony,  the  Cloppenburg  local  government  authority  said.
Cloppenburg is one of Germany’s leading poultry production areas. A series of
outbreaks of bird flu have been reported in Europe in past weeks, with wild
birds suspected to be spreading the disease. Outbreaks have been reported in
countries  including France and Britain,  along with cases  found elsewhere in
Germany. Risk to humans from the disease is considered low, but past outbreaks
among farm birds have needed extensive slaughtering programmes to contain.  

(H.T., 06/01)
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Democrats set to win Senate as Georgia results come in
Democrats inched closer  to taking control  of  the U.S.  Senate on Monday as
African  American  pastor  Raphael  Warnock  defeated  incumbent  Republican
candidate  Kelly  Loeffler-  a  former  businesswoman-  in  one  of  two  run-off
elections in Georgia.  Mr. Warnock became the first black Senator elected from
the southern State. The other run-off race was too close to call with incumbent
David Perdue, a Republican, trailing his challenger, 33 year-old Jon Ossoff, a
documentary film-maker, by over 1600 votes with 98% reporting on Wednesday
morning (U.S. time).

(H., 07/01)

China denies entry to WHO experts
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has said it was “very disappointed” that
China had not allowed a team of international experts to go ahead with a visit to
study the origins of COVID-19 that was planned for this week.  China’s decision
to not permit the trip appeared to come at the last minute and catch the WHO by
surprise, with some of the experts already having left home and in transit when
told the visit would not take place. WHO Director- General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said he was “very disappointed” the visit could not go forward.
“Today, we learned that Chinese officials have not yet finalised the necessary
permissions for the teams arrival in China,” he said in Geneva,  “I have been in
contact with Senior Chinese officials and I have once again made it clear the
mission is  a priority for the WHO”.  The comments marked a rare instance of
the WHO head expressing some displeasure with China’s government, which he
has consistently praised from the start of the pandemic.  

(H., 07/01)

US to modify H-1B visa selection process, to give priority to wages, 
skill level
The  United  States  on  Thursday  announced  that  it  will  modify  the  selection
process for H-1B visa, giving priority to salary and skills instead of the current
lottery  procedures.  The  final  rule  to  be  published  in  the  federal  register  on
January  8,  officials  said,  is  aimed  to  protect  the  economic  interests  of  US
workers and better ensure the most highly skilled foreign workers benefit from
the temporary employment programme. The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa
that allows US companies to employ foreign workers in specialty occupations
that require theoretical or technical expertise. The technology companies depend
on it to hire tens of thousands of employees each year from countries like India
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and China. Modifying the H-1B cap selection process will incentivise employers
to offer higher salaries, and/or petition for higher-skilled positions, and establish
a  more  certain  path  for  businesses  to  achieve  personnel  needs  and  remain
globally competitive, said US Citizenship and Immigration Services. The final
rule will be effective 60 days after its publication in the Federal Register. The
next H-1B visa filing season is slated to start on April 1.

(N.I.E, 08/01)

Brazil passes 200,000 COVID-19 deaths, second most in world
Brazil passed 200,000 deaths from the coronavirus pandemic Thursday. That is
the second highest total in the world. The health ministry said the country had
1,524  deaths  in  the  previous  24  hours,  rising  to  a  total  of  200,498  for  the
pandemic. The milestone was reached as Brazilians are once again crowding
their  beaches.  Many  Brazilians  have  been  straining  against  quarantine  for
months, going to bars or small gatherings with friends, but massive blowouts
had been few and far between since the pandemic began. Then big festivities
kicked off after the Southern Hemisphere's summer started Dec 21. While many
countries  imposed  new restrictions  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  virus  in  mid-
December, Brazil's government gave its blessing for holiday fun in the sun.

(N.I.E., 08/01)
 

WHO blames spiked Italy  COVID-19  report  on  error,  'overlooked'
rule
The World Health Organization denied Thursday that Italian officials pressured
it  to spike a report into Italy's coronavirus response but said the UN agency
should have shared the document with Italy's government before publishing it.
Dr Hans Kluge, head of WHO's Europe office, said the agency's procedures had
been "overlooked," as he sought to explain WHO's decision to pull the report
from its  website  a  day after  it  was posted May 13.  By then,  it  had  already
cleared all internal WHO approval protocols and been printed. The mystery over
the spiked report became a headache for WHO and a problem for the Italian
government.  The  document  noted  that  Italy  hadn't  updated  its  influenza
pandemic preparedness plan since 2006 and that  its  initial  response as virus
cases multiplied was "improvised, chaotic and creative."

(N.I.E, 09/01)
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London declares  'major  incident'  as  hospital  flooded with  Covid
patients
London  mayor  Sadiq  Khan  on  Friday  declared  a  major  incident,  warning
hospitals  in  the  British  capital  could  soon  be  overwhelmed after  a  surge  in
coronavirus infections linked to a new strain. “The stark reality is that we will
run out of beds for patients in the next couple of weeks unless the spread of the
virus slows down drastically,” Khan said in a statement, urging greater support
from the central UK government.  “We are declaring a major incident because
the  threat  this  virus  poses  to  our  city  is  at  crisis  point.   If  we do not  take
immediate action now, our NHS could be over whelmed and more people will
die.” An estimated one in 30 Londoners now have the virus.  The number of
patients in the capital's hospitals has grown by 27 per cent over the last week
and the number on ventilators has increased by 42 per cent.

(H., 09/01)
 

US tweaks H-1B process to prioritise salary, skills
The outgoing Trump administration on Friday modified the selection process for
H-1B visa,  giving priority  to  salary  and  skills  instead  of  the  current  lottery
procedures.  The notification was published in the Federal Register.  It would
come into force in 60 days.  The H-1B  visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows
US companies to employ foreign workers in speciality occupations that require
theoritical or technical expertise.  The technology companies depend on it to
hire tens of thousands of employees each year from countries like India and
China.  The next H-1B visa filing season is slated to start on April 1. 

(H., 09/01)

Removal  of  war  victims’  memorial  at  Jaffna  University  sparks
tension
A tense situation continued at the Jaffna University on Saturday, as dozens of
locals, students, and politicians gathered overnight, protesting the removal of a
war memorial on campus.  According to students and eyewitnesses, on Friday
night university authorities bulldozed a sculpture, of hands held out of water,
erected in memory of several thousand civilians brutally killed in the final phase
of the civil  war in 2009, in Mullivaikkal  in Sri  Lanka’s northern Mullaitivu
district.
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(H., 10/01)
Brazil passes 200,000 COVID-19 deaths, second most in world
Brazil passed 200,000 deaths from the corona virus pandemic Thursday. That is
the second highest total in the world. The health ministry said the country had
1,524  deaths  in  the  previous  24  hours,  rising  to  a  total  of  200,498  for  the
pandemic. The milestone was reached as Brazilians are once again crowding
their  beaches.  Many  Brazilians  have  been  straining  against  quarantine  for
months, going to bars or small gatherings with friends, but massive blowouts
had been few and far between since the pandemic began. Then big festivities
kicked off after the Southern Hemisphere's summer started Dec 21. While many
countries  imposed  new restrictions  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  virus  in  mid-
December, Brazil's government gave its blessing for holiday fun in the sun.

(H., 10/01)

UK firms 'blindsided' by Brexit deal's export rule
Many British businesses are swiftly discovering that they must now pay duties
on exports bound for the European Union, despite the breakthrough Brexit free
trade deal clinched over Christmas.  The development, which has already helped
spark sliding freight traffic to Ireland, is part of trade disruption that has become
increasingly  evident  this  year  after  Britain's  Brexit  divorce  was  finalised  on
December 31.  Trade has also been badly hampered by new Covid-19 border
restrictions, with the roll-out of testing for lorry drivers as Britain races to curb a
rampant variant of the deadly virus.

(N.I.E, 11/01)

Johnson under fire again as Britain records 30,000 death in 30 days
The  crisis  facing  Britain  this  winter  is  depressingly  familiar;  Stay-at-home
orders and empty streets.  Hospitals overflowing,  A daily toll of many hundreds
of coronavirus deaths.  The UK is the epicenter of Europe's Covid-19 outbreak
once  more,  and Prime Minister  Boris  Johnson's  Conservative  government  is
facing questions, and anger, as people demand to know how the country has
ended up here again.  Many countries are enduring new waves of the virus, but
Britain's is among the worst, and it comes after a horrendous 2020.  More that 3
million people in the UK have tested positive for the coronavirus and 81,000
have died – 30,000 in just the last 30 days.

(N.I.E., 11/01)
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House  will  consider  Trump  impeachment  Wednesday;  President,
Pence speak for first time since Capitol riots
The  Democratic-controlled  House  of  Representatives  would  vote  on  the
impeachment of outgoing President Donald Trump on Wednesday on charges of
inciting his supporters to carry out a violent attack on the Capitol Hill last week.
Co-authored by Congressmen Jamie Raskin, David Cicilline and Ted Lieu, the
article of impeachment -- co-sponsored by 211 House members -- was tabled on
Monday. During a conference call with his party colleagues on Monday, House
Majority  Leader  Steny  Hoyer  said  the  impeachment  vote  will  be  held  on
Wednesday.  The  article  of  impeachment  charges  Trump  with  a  count  of
"incitement of insurrection" for his actions on January 6, when he delivered a
speech  inciting  his  supporters  to  lay  siege  to  the  Capitol,  an  action  that
temporarily halted the counting of Electoral College votes and resulted in the
deaths of five individuals, including an officer of the US Capitol Police. The
Democrats have enough votes to impeach the president in the House,  which
requires a simple majority. But the Senate, where the Republicans have a razor-
thin 51-50 majority -- requires votes of two-third of the members to remove the
president out of the office.

(N.I.E, 12/01)

Eight gorillas test positive for coronavirus at US' San Diego park
Several gorillas at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park have tested positive for the
coronavirus in what is believed to be the first known cases among such primates
in the United States and possibly the world.  The parks executive director, Lisa
Peterson,  told  The  Associated  Press  on  Monday  that  eight  gorillas  that  live
together  at  the  park  are  believed  to  have  the  virus  and  several  have  been
coughing. It appears the infection came from a member of the parks wildlife
care team who also tested positive for the virus but has been asymptomatic and
wore a mask at all times around the gorillas. The park has been closed to the
public since December 6 as part of the state of California's lockdown efforts to
curb coronavirus  cases.  Veterinarians are  closely monitoring the gorillas  and
they will remain in their habitat at the park, north of San Diego, Peterson said.
For now, they are being given vitamins, fluid and food but no specific treatment
for the virus. While other wildlife has contracted the coronavirus from minks to
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tigers,  this is the first  known instance of transmission to great apes and it is
unknown if they will have any serious reaction.

(N.I.E., 12/01)
 

US House passes 25th amendment resolution, urges Pence to help 
in Trump impeachment
The US House rushed ahead toward impeaching President Donald Trump for the
deadly Capitol attack, taking time only to try to persuade his vice president to
push him out first. Trump showed no remorse, blaming impeachment itself for
the  "tremendous  anger"  in  America.  Already  scheduled  to  leave  office  next
week, Trump is on the verge of becoming the only president in history to be
twice impeached. His incendiary rhetoric at a rally ahead of the Capitol uprising
is now in the impeachment charge against him, even as the falsehoods he spread
about  election  fraud  are  still  being  championed  by  some  Republicans.  The
House  on  Tuesday  night  approved  a  resolution  urging  Vice  President  Mike
Pence to invoke the 25th Amendment to the Constitution to remove Trump with
a Cabinet  vote  and "declare  what  is  obvious to a  horrified Nation:  That  the
President  is  unable  to  successfully  discharge  the  duties  and  powers  of  his
office."  The  resolution  passed  was  approved  by  223-205  votes.  Democrats
proceeded even though Pence said he would not do what the resolution asked. 

(N.I.E, 13/01)

China completes 3D mapping of its Western border: official media
China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) recently started deploying the country's
first panoramic, high-precision spatial datum that covers the uncharted Western
border  region  of  the  country,  official  media  here  reported  on  Tuesday.  The
system  which  provides  3D  mapping  with  centimetre  level  accuracy  will
contribute  to  the  infrastructure  construction  as  well  as  combat  capability
enhancement of Chinese forces in the region, state-run Global Times reported.
China has the longest  border spanning 22,000 kms and shares them with 14
countries  with 11 of  them, including India,  in  the Western  sector.  India  and
China have 3,488-km long Line of Actual Control (LAC) including the Eastern
Ladakh where the armies of the two countries have deployed a large number of
troops. Over the past two years a navigation and mapping unit affiliated with the
PLA Western  Theatre  Command,  which  looks  after  the  borders  with  India,
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traversed over 20,000 kms and established the first panoramic, high-precision
spatial datum in the western border region based on 3D geographic information
from remote sensing images and joint situational precognition, the Global Times
quoted the official China Central Television (CCTV) as saying.

(N.I.E., 13/01)
 

Donald  Trump  impeached  for  second  time,  becomes  first  US
President in history
Donald Trump became the first US president in history to be impeached twice
when  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  Wednesday  to  charge  him  with
inciting  last  week's  mob  attack  on  Congress.
The Senate will not hold a trial before January 20, when Democrat Joe Biden
assumes the presidency, meaning the real estate tycoon will escape the risk of
being forced to leave early. He will, however, depart in disgrace -- and likely
due to face a Senate trial later. The only question in the House had been how
many  Republicans  would  join  the  Democratic  majority.  In  the  end,  10
Republicans  broke  ranks,  including  the  party's  number  three  in  the  House,
Representative  Liz  Cheney.  Holed  up  in  the  White  House,  Trump  had  no
immediate  reaction  but  he  earlier  issued  a  brief  statement  insisting  that  he
opposed  violence  among  his  supporters.  "In  light  of  reports  of  more
demonstrations, I urge that there must be no violence, no lawbreaking and no
vandalism of any kind. That is not what I stand for," he said.

(N.I.E, 14/01)

WHO probe team arrives in Wuhan to search for COVID-19 origins
A global team of researchers arrived Thursday in the Chinese city where the
coronavirus  pandemic  was  first  detected  to  conduct  a  politically  sensitive
investigation into its origins amid uncertainty about whether Beijing might try to
prevent embarrassing discoveries. The 10-member team sent to Wuhan by the
World Health Organization was approved by President Xi Jinping's government
after months of diplomatic wrangling that prompted an unusual public complaint
by the head of the WHO. Scientists suspect the virus that has killed 1.9 million
people since late 2019 jumped to humans from bats or other animals, most likely
in  China's  southwest.  The  ruling  Communist  Party,  stung  by  complaints  it
allowed the disease to spread,  says the virus came from abroad,  possibly on

January 2021  ________________________ News Digest  ______________________98



_______________________________________________International News

imported seafood, but scientists reject that. The members include virus and other
experts from the United States, Australia, Germany, Japan, Britain, Russia, the
Netherlands, Qatar and Vietnam.

(N.I.E., 14/01)
 

Joe Biden announces USD 1.9 trillion COVID-19 stimulus plan to 
revive US economy
President-elect  Joe  Biden  will  propose  injecting  $1.9  trillion  into  the  US
economy when he takes office next week, as evidence mounts that the recovery
from  the  sharp  downturn  caused  by  Covid-19  is  flagging.  With  his  fellow
Democrats narrowly controlling both houses of Congress, Biden has a shot at
passing what would be the United States' third massive pandemic aid package.
Dubbed the American Rescue Plan, the proposal released Thursday includes a
host of measures aimed at revitalizing the world's largest economy. Biden aims
to raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour, help struggling state and
local  governments,  safely  reopen  schools,  roll  out  a  massive  Covid-19
vaccination campaign and raise the size of stimulus checks Congress approved
last month. "The return on these investment in jobs, racial equity will prevent
long-term economic damage, and the benefits will far surpass the cost," Biden
said during a speech in Wilmington, Delaware. "In this moment of crisis... we
cannot afford inaction."

(N.I.E, 15/01)

Earthquake sets off landslides, flattens homes in Indonesia
A strong,  shallow  earthquake  shook  Indonesia's  Sulawesi  island  just  after
midnight, causing landslides and sending people fleeing from their homes in the
nighttime  darkness.  At  least  three  people  died  and  200  were  injured,  but
authorities were still collecting information from devastated areas. In a video
released  by  the  National  Disaster  Mitigation  Agency,  a  girl  trapped  in  the
wreckage of a house cried out for help and said her mother was alive but unable
to move out. “Please help me, it’s hurt,” the girl told rescuers, who replied that
they desperately wanted to help her. In the video, the rescuers said an excavator
was needed to save the girl  and others trapped in collapsed buildings. Other
images in the video showed a severed bridge and damaged and even flattened
houses.  TV stations  reported  the  earthquake damaged part  of  a  hospital  and
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patients  were  moved  to  an  emergency  tent  outside.  Thousands  of  displaced
people were evacuated to several temporary shelters. The magnitude 6.2 quake
early  Friday  was  centered  36 kilometers  (22  miles)  south  of  West  Sulawesi
province’s Mamuju district,  at  a  depth of  18 kilometers  (11 miles),  the U.S.
Geological Survey said.

(N.I.E., 15/01)
 

COVID worldwide deaths cross 2 million; six countries including 
India make up over half count
Total confirmed deaths from Covid-19 around the world passed two million on
Friday, according to a count by AFP. As of 1825 GMT on Friday, 2,000,066
people  have  died  of  the  virus  since  it  first  emerged  in  China  in  late  2019,
according to the count based on official figures provided by authorities.  The
grim milestone  comes as  countries  around the globe  battle  rising  infections,
despite the gradual rollout of vaccination campaigns. In total, 93,321,070 cases
of the virus have been confirmed worldwide since the start of the pandemic,
according to the AFP count. Europe is the continent where the health crisis has
proved  most  deadly,  with  650,560  fatalities  to  date.  Latin  America  and  the
Caribbean have recorded 542,410 deaths, while the United States and Canada
have counted 407,090. The individual countries that have suffered the highest
death figures are the United States (389,581), Brazil (207,095), India (151,918),
Mexico (137,916), Britain (87,295) and Italy (81,325). These six countries alone
make up more than half of the global death count.

(N.I.E, 16/01)

Nepal approves AstraZeneca's India-made COVID-19 vaccine for 
emergency use
Nepal has granted emergency approval for AstraZeneca's India-made Covishield
vaccine against the novel coronavirus that has claimed nearly 1,950 lives in the
country. The decision to grant the approval for the vaccine was taken on Friday,
Nepal's  Department  of  Drug  Administration  (DDA)  said  in  a  statement.
"Conditional permission has been granted for emergency use authorization of
Covishield vaccine against COVID-19 in Nepal," the statement said. Drug major
AstraZeneca has partnered with the Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII),
the world's largest vaccine manufacturer, for the supply of the vaccine to the
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Indian  government  and  also  to  a  large  number  of  low  and  middle-income
countries. The vaccine, developed with the University of Oxford, is made from a
virus which is a weakened version of a common cold virus (adenovirus), that
has been genetically changed so that it is impossible for it to grow in humans. 

(N.I.E., 16/01)

Nepali team first to top world’s 2nd tallest peak in winter
A team of Nepalese climbers on Saturday made history by scaling the world’s
second highest peak — Pakistan’s K2 — in the winter season, a local Alpine
Club official said. The secretary of Pakistan’s Alpine Club, Karrar Haideri, said
10 Nepali Sherpas reached the summit around 5 pm. At 8,611 metres (28,251
feet), K2 is the most prominent peak on the Pakistani side of the Himalayan
range, and the world’s second tallest after Mount Everest. Winter winds on K2
can  blow  at  more  than  200  kilometers  per  hour  (125  miles  per  hour)  and
temperatures drop to minus 60 degrees Celsius (minus 76 Fahrenheit).  “This
was never done by anyone before in winter,” said Haideri. He added that four
international climbing teams had arrived about a month ago to try scaling K2 —
the last peak above 8,000 meters in the world to not be climbed in the winter. Of
these dozens of climbers, the group of 10 Nepalis have so far been the only
successful team, said Haideri.  Since the maiden attempt back in 1988, just a
handful of winter expeditions have been attempted on the storied 8,611-metre
peak  in  the  Karakoram  range  along  the  Chinese  border  that  leads  into  the
Himalayas. Haideri said no mountaineers had reached higher than 7,750 metres,
until Saturday when fair weather conditions allowed the climbers to push ahead. 

(P., 17/01)

Biden plans to give jabs to 30% nationals in 100 days
US President-elect Joe Biden has announced an ambitious goal of inoculating
100 million of total 331 million Americans with Covid-19 vaccines in the first
100 days of his administration, noting the vaccine rollout in the country, the
worst  hit  by  the  pandemic,  has  been  a  “dismal  failure.”  Ahead  of  his
inauguration on January 20, Biden on Friday held a briefing with his team on
addressing the major health crisis that has engulfed the nation for nearly a year
now.  The  US  is  the  worst-affected  country  in  the  world  with  more  than
23,523,000 COVID-19 infections and 391,955 deaths, according to the Johns
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Hopkins Coronavirus tracker. During his election campaign, Biden, a Democrat,
made tackling COVID-19 and the economic hardships it had put on Americans a
core pitch to voters. “The vaccine rollout in the United States has been a dismal
failure thus far and in today’s briefing we discussed five things, five things we
will do in an attempt to turn things around, five things to turn frustration into
motivation, five things to help us meet our goal of 100 million shots by the end
of our first 100 days in office. Some wonder if we are reaching too far for that
goal. Is it achievable? It’s a legitimate question to ask,” Biden told reporters in
Wilmington, Delaware.

(P., 17/01)

COVID-19 vaccine skepticism hurts East European anti-virus efforts
Vaccines from the West, Russia or China? Or none at all? That dilemma faces
nations in southeastern Europe, where coronavirus vaccination campaigns are
off to a slow start,  overshadowed by heated political  debates and conspiracy
theories.In  countries  like  the  Czech  Republic,  Serbia,  Bosnia,  Romania  and
Bulgaria,  vaccine  skeptics  have  included  former  presidents  and  even  some
doctors.Serbian tennis champion Novak Djokovic was among those who said he
did not want to be forced to get inoculated.False beliefs that the coronavirus is a
hoax or that vaccines would inject microchips into people have spread in the
countries  that  were  formerly  under  harsh  Communist  rule.Those  who  once
routinely underwent mass inoculations are deeply split over whether to get the
vaccines at all."There is a direct link between support for conspiracy theories
and skepticism toward vaccination," a recent Balkan study warned.

(N.I.E, 18/01)
Gene-mapping  champion  Iceland  leads  the  way  in  Covid
sequencing
Iceland has genetically sequenced all its positive Covid-19 cases since the start
of the pandemic, an increasingly vital practice as worrying new strains emerge
from Britain and South Africa. The World Health Organization on Friday urged
all  countries  to  ramp  up  genome  sequencing  to  help  combat  the  emerging
variants.  Scientists  at  the  Icelandic  biopharma  group  deCODE  Genetics'
laboratory  in  Reykjavik  have  worked  relentlessly  for  the  past  10  months,
analysing each positive coronavirus test in Iceland at the request of the country's
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health authorities. The aim is to trace every case in order to prevent problematic
ones from slipping through the net. "It takes us relatively short time to do the
actual  sequencing,"  explains  the  head  of  the  lab,  Olafur  Thor  Magnusson,
adding that "about three hours" is all that is needed to determine the virus strain.
The entire process, from isolating the DNA to sequencing it, can take up to a day
and a half, and has enabled Iceland to identify 463 separate variants -- which
scientists call haplotypes. Prior to sequencing, the DNA of each sample is first
isolated, then purified using magnetic beads.

(N.I.E., 18/01)

Dramatic drop in Saudi executions after laws changed in 2020
Saudi  Arabia,  for  years  one  of  the  world's  most  prolific  executioners,
dramatically  reduced the number  of  people put  to  death last  year,  following
changes halting executions for non-violent drug-related crimes, according to the
government's tally and independent observers. The Saudi government's Human
Rights Commission said Monday it documented 27 executions in 2020. That's
compared to an all-time high of 184 executions the year before as documented
by Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. The change represents an
85 per cent reduction in the number of people put to death last year compared to
2019. "The sharp decrease was brought about in part by a moratorium on death
penalties for  drug-related offenses," the Saudi rights commission said.  When
asked by The Associated Press, the commission said the new law ordering a stop
to such executions came into effect sometime last year. The new directive for
judges  does  not  appear  to  have  been  published  publicly  and  it  was  not
immediately clear whether the law was changed by royal decree, as is typically
the case.

(N.I.E, 19/01)

UK's vaccination programme expands to cover over-70s
Millions of people aged 70 and over and those clinically extremely vulnerable to
COVID-19  will  be  invited  to  get  their  vaccinations  as  the  National  Health
Service (NHS) expands the rollout of the vaccines to the next priority groups
from Monday.  The NHS has  so  far  been working to  vaccinate  the  first  two
priority  cohorts  recommended  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and
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Immunisation (JCVI), which are care home residents and staff, and those aged
80 and over and frontline health and care staff. Vaccinating these groups will
remain the priority, but vaccination sites which have enough supply and capacity
for vaccinating further people are allowed to offer vaccinations to the next two
cohorts � those aged 70 and over and clinically extremely vulnerable people.
�Today is a significant milestone in our vaccination programme as we open it up
to millions of more people who are most at risk from Covid-19,� said UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson. �We are now delivering the vaccine at a rate of 140 jabs
a minute and I want to thank everyone involved in this national effort. We have
a long way to go and there will doubtless be challenges ahead � but by working
together we are making huge progress in our fight against this virus,� he said.

(N.I.E., 19/01)

Joe Biden to deliver 'forward-looking' inaugural speech written by 
Indian-American Vinay Reddy

Joe Biden, in his maiden address to the nation soon after being sworn in as the
46th President  of  the United States,  would deliver  a  forward-looking speech
built  around  the  theme  of  unity,  advisors  close  to  the  President-elect  said.
According to the advisors, in his first moments after being sworn in as the 46th
President of  the United States by Chief  Justice John Roberts after  the clock
strikes 12 noon (local time) at the West Front of the Capitol, Biden will speak
about the need to bring the country together during an unprecedented moment of
crisis. He will reach out to all Americans, and call on every citizen to be part of
meeting the extraordinary challenges facing fellow Americans, his advisors said
Tuesday on the condition of anonymity. Biden's "remarks will  be a forward-
looking vision for his presidency while addressing the moment we are living in
as a country. The speech is built around the theme of unity," said the advisors
who were not  authorized to  speak to  the  press.  The speech is  likely  to  last
between 20 and 30 minutes. The theme of the speech is America United.

(P., 20/01)

Thailand leader threatens punishment for false vaccine news

Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha warned Tuesday that his government
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will prosecute anyone who shares false information about coronavirus vaccines
in  social  or  mass  media.  The  government  already  has  the  power  to  impose
punishments under a state of emergency that was declared last March to deal
with the health threat. Prayuth's warning was an apparent reaction to charges
that his government has done too little to acquire adequate supplies of vaccines.
The criticism took on a sharp political tinge after a popular politician aired such
allegations  in  an  internet  broadcast  Monday  night.  Thanathorn
Juangroongruangkit,  former  leader  of  the  dissolved  Future  Forward  Party,
accused  the  government  of  acting  too  slowly  to  inoculate  the  country's
population.  Thanathorn  has  long  been  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  Prayuth's
government. His party made a strong third-place showing in the 2019 general
election, but he was forced out of Parliament when a court ruled that he had
broken an election law. His party was later dissolved on a similar technicality.

(P., 20/01)

Biden's immigration bill proposes to eliminate per country cap, to 
benefit Indian IT professionals
In his first official acts as US President, Joe Biden will send a comprehensive
immigration bill to Congress which among other things proposes to eliminate
the  per  country  cap  for  employment-based  green  cards,  a  move  that  would
benefit hundreds and thousands of Indian IT professionals whose current wait
period for legal permanent residency runs into several decades. Called the US
Citizenship  Act  of  2021,  the  legislation  modernises  the  immigration  system,
according to an incoming White House official. It prioritises keeping families
together,  grows the country's  economy,  responsibly manages the border  with
smart investments, addresses the root causes of migration from Central America,
and also ensures that the US remains a refuge for those fleeing persecution, said
the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity. The bill clears employment-
based visa backlogs, recaptures unused visas, reduces lengthy wait times, and
eliminates per-country visa caps. The bill makes it easier for graduates of US
universities with advanced degrees, in the Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics  (STEM)  stay  in  the  US;  improves  access  to  green  cards  for
workers in  lower-wage sectors;  and eliminates other  unnecessary hurdles for
employment-based  green  cards.  It  also  provides  dependents  of  H-1B  visa
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holders work authorisation, and children are prevented from "aging out" of the
system.

(N.I.E., 21/01)
On Day One, Biden to undo Trump policies on climate, COVID-19
management
In  his  first  hours  as  president,  Joe  Biden  will  aim to  strike  at  the  heart  of
President Donald Trump's policy legacy, signing a series of executive actions
that will reverse his predecessor's orders on immigration, climate change and
handling of  the coronavirus pandemic.  Biden on Wednesday planned to halt
construction on Trump's U.S.-Mexico border wall, end the ban on travel from
some Muslim-majority countries, rejoin the Paris Climate Accord and the World
Health Organization and revoke the approval of the Keystone XL oil pipeline,
aides  said.  The new president  will  sign  the  orders  almost  immediately  after
taking the oath of office at the Capitol, pivoting quickly from his pared-down
inauguration ceremony to enacting his agenda. The 15 executive actions are an
attempt to essentially rewind the last four years of federal policies with striking
speed. Only two recent presidents signed executive actions on their first day in
office, and each signed just one.

(N.I.E., 21/01)
 

Joe Biden launches '100 days mask challenge'; makes COVID test,
quarantine mandatory for people entering US
US  President  Joe  Biden  has  signed  a  series  of  executive  orders  to  address
COVID-19  challenges,  including  making  coronavirus  test  followed  by
quarantine mandatory for all travellers coming from overseas. "In addition to
wearing masks, everyone flying to the United States from another country will
need to test before they get on that plane, before they depart, and quarantine
when they arrive in America," Biden said at a White House event wherein he
signed the orders.  "Our  national  plan launches  a  full-scale  wartime effort  to
address  the  supply  shortages  by  ramping  up  production  and  protective
equipment, syringes, needles, you name it. "And when I say wartime, people
look at me like wartime? Well, as I said last night, 4,00,000 Americans have
died. That's more than World War II. This is a wartime undertaking," he said.
Unveiling a national strategy on COVID-19 and executive actions to beat the
pandemic,  Biden  said  this  plan  reflects  the  ideas  he  set  forward  during  the
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campaign and they have been further refined over the last three months. The
national strategy is comprehensive and detailed, and is based on science and
truth not politics and denial, he said.

(N.I.E., 22/01)
Germany moves to eradicate lingering World War II era-Nazi laws
Germany is moving to rid itself of a cluster of laws introduced by the Nazis, still
lingering on its books 75 years after World War II. There are 29 German legal or
regulatory texts  that  still  use wording introduced when Hitler  was in power,
according to Felix Klein, the government's point man for fighting anti-Semitism.
Some of them have "a very clear anti-Semitic background", Klein told. Now,
with the support of several parties in the Bundestag lower house of parliament as
well as Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, Klein wants to wipe the slate clean --
preferably before the end of the current term in September. But the question
remains whether to introduce a single law to reform all the texts at once or to
approach them one by one. Germany has already reformed several Nazi-era laws
over  the  years,  including  the  infamous  Paragraph  175  that  criminalised  sex
between men, and was repealed in 1994.

(N.I.E., 22/01)
 

Ageing dams in India, US, other nations pose growing threat: UN 
report
Over a thousand large dams in India will be roughly 50 years old in 2025 and
such aging embankments across the world pose a growing threat, according to a
UN report which notes that by 2050, most people on Earth will live downstream
of tens of thousands of dams built in the 20th century. The report, titled 'Ageing
water infrastructure: An emerging global risk' and compiled by United Nations
University's Canadian-based Institute for Water, Environment and Health, says
most of the 58,700 large dams worldwide were constructed between 1930 and
1970 with a design life of 50 to 100 years. It said at 50 years, a large concrete
dam "would  most  probably  begin to  express  signs  of  ageing."  Ageing signs
include increasing cases of dam failures, progressively increasing costs of dam
repair and maintenance, increasing reservoir sedimentation, and loss of a dam's
functionality  and  effectiveness,  "strongly  interconnected"  manifestations,  the
report said. "By 2050, most people on Earth will live downstream of tens of
thousands  of  large  dams  built  in  the  20th  century,  many  of  them  already
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operating  at  or  beyond  their  design  life,"  according  to  the  UN  University
analysis.  The analysis  includes dam decommissioning or  ageing case studies
from the USA, France, Canada, India, Japan, and Zambia and Zimbabwe.

(N.I.E., 23/01)

China law empowers coast guard to use force amid disputes
China  has  authorised  its  coast  guard  to  fire  on  foreign  vessels  and  destroy
structures on features it claims, potentially raising the possibility of clashes with
regional maritime rivals. The Coast Guard Law passed on Friday empowers the
force  to  take  all  necessary  measures,  including  the  use  of  weapons,  when
national  sovereignty,  sovereign  rights,  and  jurisdiction  are  being  illegally
infringed upon by foreign organisations  or  individuals  at  sea.�  The law also
authorises the coast guard to demolish other countries' structures built on reefs
and islands claimed by China and to  seize or  order  foreign vessels  illegally
entering  China's  territorial  waters  to  leave.  China's  coast  guard  is  the  most
powerful force of its kind in the region and is already active in the vicinity of
uninhabited East China Sea islands controlled by Japan but claimed by Beijing,
as well as in the South China Sea, which China claims virtually in its entirety.
Those activities have brought the coast guard into frequent contact with air and
sea forces from Japan, its chief ally the US, and other claimants to territory in
the South China Sea, including Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippines.  Both
water bodies are considered potential flashpoints and the law's passage may be a
signal that China is preparing to up the stakes over what it considers its key
national interests.

(N.I.E., 23/01)

China pushes fringe theories on pandemic origins, virus
Chinese state media have played up questions about Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine
and  whether  it  could  be  lethal  to  the  very  old.  A government  spokesperson
suggests the coronavirus could have emerged from a U.S. military lab. As the
ruling Communist Party faces growing questioning about China's vaccines and
renewed criticism of its early COVID response, it is hitting back by encouraging
fringe theories that some experts say could cause harm. State media and officials
are sowing doubts about Western vaccines and the origin of the coronavirus in
an apparent bid to deflect the attacks. Both issues are in the spotlight because of
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the ongoing rollout of vaccines globally and the recent arrival of a WHO team in
Wuhan, China, to investigate the origins of the virus. While fringe theories may
raise  eyebrows  overseas,  the  efforts  also  target  a  more  receptive  domestic
audience.  The social  media hashtag “American’s Ft.  Detrick,”  started by the
Communist Youth League, was viewed at least 1.4 billion times last week after a
Foreign Ministry spokesperson called for a WHO investigation of the biological
weapons lab in Maryland.

(N.I.E., 24/01)

Portugal chooses a president amid a severe pandemic surge
Portugal  held  a  presidential  election  Sunday,  with  the  moderate  incumbent
candidate  strongly  favored  to  earn  a  second  five-year  term as  a  devastating
COVID-19 surge grips the European Union nation. The head of state in Portugal
has no legislative powers, which lie with parliament and the government, but is
an influential voice in the running of the country. Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, 72,
is regarded as the clear front-runner among seven candidates. He is an affable,
approachable law professor and former television personality who as president
has consistently had an approval rating of 60% or more. To win, a candidate
must  capture more than 50% of the vote.  But a severe surge in coronavirus
infections in recent days could keep turnout low and perhaps lead to a runoff
between the two top candidates, which would take place on Feb. 14. Portugal
has increased polling stations and allowed for early voting to reduce crowding
on election day. Portugal has the world’s highest rates of new daily infections
and deaths, according to a tally by Johns Hopkins University, and the public
health system is under huge strain.

(N.I.E., 24/01)
 

Italy PM Giuseppe Conte set to quit and seek new govt as pandemic
rages
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte is expected to quit on Tuesday and try to
form a new coalition government to tackle the coronavirus pandemic, which has
killed  more  than  85,000  people  in  Italy  and  crippled  the  economy.  Conte
survived a confidence vote last week after a coalition partner pulled out but has
been left severely weakened and his resignation bid is seen as an attempt to
avert  a  humiliating  defeat  in  the  Senate  later  this  week.  Conte  has  called  a
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cabinet meeting for 9:00am (0800 GMT), when he "will inform the ministers of
his desire... to resign", his office said late Monday. Media reports suggest Conte
will seek a mandate to form a new government to replace a ruling coalition that
has been on the edge of collapse since former premier Matteo Renzi withdrew
his small Italia Viva party on January 13. Italy was the first European country to
face the full force of the pandemic early in 2020 and has the sixth-highest death
toll worldwide.

(N.I.E., 25/01)

Trump sets up 'Office of the Former President' in Florida
Former US President Donald Trump on Monday established an official post-
presidency office in Palm Beach County setting up a vehicle for future public
appearances and statements. "The Office of the Former President" will manage
Trump's correspondence, public statements, appearance and official activities,
according to a press release from the office. "Today, the 45th President of the
United  States,  Donald  J.  Trump  formally  opened  the  Office  of  the  Former
President,"  the  statement  said.  It  added,  "The Office will  be responsible  for
managing  President  Trump's  correspondence,  public  statements,  appearances
and official activities to advance the interests of the US and to carry the agenda
of the Trump administration." "President Trump will always and forever be a
champion for the American people," it further said. The Hill reported that the
title of the office could fuel speculation that Trump may not run for president
again in 2024, something he and his advisers have not definitively weighed in
on.

(N.I.E., 25/01)

Estonia's  new government  sworn  in  with  first-ever  female  Prime
Minister
Estonia's new two-party coalition government has been sworn in with the first
female prime minister in the Baltic country since it regained independence in
1991.  The 15-member  Cabinet  of  Prime Minister  Kaja  Kallas  a  43-year-old
lawyer and a former European Parliament lawmaker was approved Tuesday in
the  101-seat  Riigikogu  legislature  after  President  Kersti  Kaljulaid  had  first
appointed it.  The centre-right  Reform Party,  chaired by Kallas,  and the left-
leaning Centre Party, which are Estonia's two biggest political parties, clinched a
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deal on Sunday to form a government replacing the previous Cabinet led by
Centre leader Juri Ratas that collapsed this month due to a corruption scandal.
Both  parties  have  seven  ministerial  portfolios  in  the  Cabinet  in  addition  to
Kallas' prime minister post. The government musters a comfortable majority in
the  Parliament.  The  Reform Party  emerged  as  the  winner  of  Estonia's  2019
general election under Kallas' lead but she failed to form a government at the
time.

(N.I.E., 26/01)

Angela Merkel urges 'fair' distribution of coronavirus jabs
German Chancellor  Angela Merkel  urged a "fair" distribution of  coronavirus
vaccines across the world on Tuesday, warning that the memories of countries
left out in the race for the life-saving jabs would persist. "Money is one thing,
but the other thing in a time of scarcity is the availability of the vaccine. Here
it's about a fair distribution, and not about a question of money," she told an
online forum. "Let's not kid ourselves, the question of who gets which vaccine
in the world will of course leave new wounds and new memories because those
who get such emergency help will remember that." Amid a global scramble for
the jabs, countries particularly in the developing world are increasingly having
to weigh up diplomatic and logistical considerations as they place their vaccine
orders.  While  developed  countries  have  so  far  only  approved  vaccines  by
Western makers Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna, many in the developing world
have turned to China's Sinopharm or Russia's Sputnik V vaccine. South African
President  Cyril  Ramaphosa  on Tuesday lashed  out  at  "vaccine  nationalism,"
accusing rich countries of bulk-buying coronavirus vaccines and hoarding them
to the detriment of others.

(N.I.E., 26/01)

Pak. plans to hold Senate polls through open vote
Pakistan  Cabinet  has  decided  to  table  a  Bill  in  Parliament  to  amend  the
Constitution for holding the Senate  elections through open vote.  The decision
was  taken  during  the  Cabinet  meeting  on  Tuesday,  presided  over  by  Prime
Minister Imran Khan.  “The government wants the (Senate) polls to be held in a
transparent  manner and without horse-trading.   This  is  why we want Senate
polls to be held through an open ballot,” Information Minister Shibli Faraz told
the media after the meeting.  He said that in the past, money was used in Senate
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elections and votes were bought making the House election a  mockery.  The
Minister  asked  what  was  the  use  of  an  upper  house  in  which  people  come
through purchasing of votes.

(H., 28/01)

Chinese media takes aim at India over COVID-19 vaccines
China’s government said this week there was “no place for malign competition
“on  the  issue  of  supplying  vaccines.  The  media  it  control  in  China  have,
however,  adopted  a  different  line,   from accusing  India  of  “interference”  in
preventing Chinese Vaccines being use in South Asia, to questioning the efficacy
of  Indian  and  Western  vaccines.  “There  are  multiple  COVID-19  vaccine
candidates out there on the market, and countries should be able to make their
choices on the vaccines independently”, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao
Lijian  said  this  week  when  asked  by  Chinese  State  media  about  reports  of
India’s “vaccine diplomacy” in the neighbourhood.  “This issue can afford no
place for malign competition, let alone the so-called ‘rivalry’.  We hope and
welcome that more doses of safe and effective vaccines will be manufactured at
a faster pace by more countries and then provided to more countries to benefit
more people,” he said.

(H., 28/01)
New Zealand tops COVID-19 performance ranking
New Zealand and Vietnam are ranked the best  performing countries  in  their
response to the pandemic, according to a COVID-19 “performance index” put
together by the Lowy Institute, Australian think tank, such sought to assess the
impact of geography, political systems and economic development in assessing
incomes.  The index, which was ranked on six different indications, including
confirmed cases and deaths per million people and the scale of testing, sought
“to gauge the relative  performance of countries”, assessing 98 countries in the
36  weeks that followed their hundredth case.  “Fewer reported cases and deaths,
both in aggregate and per capita terms, point towards a better response to the
virus,” the sydney-based  think thank said.  “ More tests conducted on a per
capita basis reveal a more accurate picture of the extent of the pandemic at the
national level. Lower rates of positive tests, meanwhile, indicate greater degrees
of control over the transmission of COVID-19.”

(H., 29/01)
Biden warns Beijing over 'expansionism'
A week into the job, U.S., President Joe Biden has sent a clear warning to Beijing
against any expansionist intentions in East and South-east Asia.  In multiple calls
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and statements,  he and his  top  security  officials have underscored support  for
allies Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines, signalling Washington's
rejection of China's disputed territorial claims in those areas.  On Wednesday, Mr.
Biden  told  Japanese  Prime  Minister  Yoshihide  Suga that  his  administration  is
committed to defending Japan, including the Senkaku Islands, which are claimed
both by Japan and China, which calls them the Diaoyu Islands.

(H., 29/01)

WHO team begins fieldwork in Wuhan to trace virus origins
Experts from the World Health Organisation visited a Wuhan hospital on Friday
as the fieldwork began in a closely watched coronavirus origins probe that will
take in a food market presumed to be “ground zero” of the pandemic.   The
WHO investigation has been hobbled by delays, and there are fears over access
and  the  strength  of  evidence  a  year  after  the  virus  emerged  in  the  central
Chinese  City   The team met  Chinese  officials  on  Friday and then left  their
Wuhan hotel in a fleet of cars, trailed by a media pack reflecting the intense
global scrutiny on a visit whose aim is to establish how the virus was transferred
from animals to humans.  

(H., 30/01)
Myanmar poll panel rejects fraud claims
Myanmar's Election Commission rejected allegations  by the military that fraud
played a significant role in determining the outcome of November's election, in
which  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi's  party  won  majority  of  seats.   The  decision,
announced Thursday, came amid heightened tensions after the military, which
had  ruled  Myanmar  for  five  decades  until  2015,  refused  to  rule  out  the
possibility of a coup if their complaints were ignored.  

(H., 30/01)

After uproar, Myanmar Army plays down coup rhetoric
Myanmar’s military on Saturday vowed to abide by the country’s Constitution,
in an apparent backtracking after its commander-in-chief spurred fears of a coup
when he suggested the junta-scriped charter could be repealed.  The powerful
Army has for weeks alleged widespread irregularities in November's election,
won  in  a  landslide  by  Aung  San  Suu  Kyis  ruling  National  League  for
Democracy(NLD).  Tensions ramped up on Tuesday when a military spokesman
refused to rule out the possibility of a coup.  A day later, Army Chief General
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Min Aung Hlaing – aruguably the most powerful person in Myanmar – said
revoking  the  2008  Constitution  could  be  “necessary”  under  certain
circumstances.

(H., 31/01)
Post-poll crisis in CAR displaced 2 lakh : UN
More than 2,00,000 people have fled fighting in the Central African Republic
since  violence  erupted  over  a  December  election  result,  the  U.N.  refugee
agency(UNHCR) said on Friday, with nearly half crossing into the Democratic
Republic of Congo.  The CAR Army, backed by U.N., Russian and Rwandan
troops, has been battling rebels that are seeking to overturn a December 27 vote,
in  which  President  Faustin-Archange  Touadera  was  declared  the  winner.
“Refugees have told UNCHR that they fled in panic when they heard gun shots,
leaving their belongings hehind,” spokesman Boris Cheshirkov told journalists
in Geneva.  About 92,000 refugees have reached DRC and more than 13,000
have crossed into Cameroon, Chad and the Republic of Congo.  The rest are
displaced inside the Central African Republic. 
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