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"Q. (ii) Whether these rcports may be treared as 'secret' till they arc actually

Ans: There is no conccpt of,secrecy' as such under the Right to Information
Act other than under section 8. Funher, the Official Secrets Acts, 1923 may not
apply since what broadly could be described as an official secret is such as aff€cts
sovereignty and inbgrity of India, rhe security of the State or friendly rclations
with foreign States (see section 3 of the OSA,. 1923). However, it must be
acknowledged that the CAG has a very significant mle to play under the
Constitution aird the conc€rn that the contents of drafts etc. should not be made
pubtic till the linal order report is tabled is justified. This is a larger issue which
requires deeper considcration at the level of the t-egislative Depanment as to
wh€ther a suitable amendment in this behalf should not bc resorred to, ,,
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'Articles. l5l(2) says that the reports of the Cornptroller and Auditor General
of India relating to the Accounts of rhe srate shalr be submitted !o the Governor of
rie State who shall cause lhem to be laid before the LegislatuG ofthe State.

o1.orO(S'O.rCl. (u)qcocd6xm dc,Hc6i6on (,ol(6nDddo- aDo6.!td6r6alq
coaqoo(mnon0 GDounococorDcs-€gl (l)(I)6coj O6.do(@.1 oua(o.ld ouati.J€oeqo
6o(moc5m- cnelone@ (rrsdgltooo. (Ea(r)- oDs(o,ld fiDod.Jd6'fiDgo|oo a(o
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5lUc(l)Jouo(l)co o@il olom cno.gc65!oa4 Qglsdoo oJ@oDomg(I)o ond4r oJo(!ro,
oro<flo'laoacgo Boojo3(|JjoaBg0d @@fiuo6TumJr4 d69{6glld .|roe€€6ta(qo
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ml.cro(s"O.dl.-aqos do.dc6$&qrs oooflDJnDlec(xo ngaVtcaooreono<r1

Gr00fs0J6on ,r'rt.orocfi"o.er. .'om .*.'1,'0n 27-7-20rraet auddoen omi6
Wl sl fl zsAPPcl 2+2011d ol1dDoodolcotg5rd

Comptroller & Auditor General of India, under Anicle l5l of rle
constitution' discharges a constitutional obrigation in the submission of Audit
Report to the PresidenVGovemor, that are Ebled beforc re parliamcnt/State
LegislatrLfes. As per the extant instructiol, audit reports arE Eeated as confirdential
d@uments till they ar€ tabled in the parliament/State t-egislaturi(s;. privitege is

lso 
beine claimed in respoct of draft audit paras and bonO copy'of the Audit

Reports sent for signaturc of the CAG. According to ,fr" *"fl estabtished
padiamentary practice, usage and convention, it is improper to givc premaurc
publicity in the press for matte$ connected with the business of the House i.e., in
respect ofAudit Repo(s prior to its tabling in the House,.
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